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THE SITUATION.

Within the last few days it became
known that the Ottawa Government had
been negotiating with Mr. James Huddart
for a line of fast steamers to run between
Canada and England ; and a provisional con-
tract, subject to ratification by Parliament,
has been made with him. The foundation
of the proposed enterprise is an annual sub-
sidy of $750,000 a year. This is'a large
sum for Canada to pay; but whether it is
sufficient to induce capitalists to go into
the enterprise is a question. It is not pre-
tended, of course, that Mr. Huddart pos-
sesses within himself the means of carrying
out the scheme, which involves the building
of four first-class steamships capable of
making 20 miles an hour. He can only
operate by going to England and forming a
company strong enough to carry out the
enterprise. Of his abilities as an organizer
he has already given proof in the existence
of the Australian steamship service, for
which a third vessel is to be ordered on
his arrival in England. The subsidy is the
pivot on which success or failure to perfect
the organization will turn. With aprofferred
subsidy of $500,000 a yvear, even the Cana-
dian Pacific Company has not been able to
succeed ; $250,000 added to the original
$500,000 may make all the difference be-
tween failure and success. Mr. Huddart,
with the weightier subsidy in his favor,
would stand on a vantage ground which
none of his predecessors in the experiment
could attain. Money is now becoming &
drug in the English market, and the
present condition of suspense cannot last
for ever. The present time may prove
reagsonably favorable for the launching of
the enterprise.

Nothing has been lost by the delay in
establisbing a fast Canadian line of Atlan-
tic steamers, and much may, in the end,
be found to have been gained. The de-
velopment _of speed has made a marked

progress since the scheme was first started.
The waiting will give us greater speed,

with equal safety, than we should have
How far the

been able to attain at first.

originate a money bill, and it was formerly
a question whether it could alter one,
is likely to make changes in the tariff bill.
But no human being will see in these

development of speed in steamship vessels | changes a reason for the abolition of the

is capable of being carried cannot yet be
The limit of the present

determined.
depth of water in harbors and the ap-
proaches to them, puts a restriction on the
gize of the vessels; and even their length

Senate. If the House of Lords were in real
danger, the realization of Lord Rosebery’s
plan would be & means of avoiding it.

The decision come to by the Senate tariff

is liable to be limited by the conditions of | committee, at Washington, that the reci-

accommodation at the docks.
means taken to insure greater speed on
the ocean, two propellers instead of one,
has ensured additional safety. The case of

The very |procity arrangement with the Hawaiian

Islands, on the article of sugar, should be
put an end to, is interpreted as a procla-
mation that the entire reciprocity policy is

the * Paris” shows that the danger from | gt an end. The committee has gone fur-

a broken rudder can be avoided by alter-
nately using the two propellers for steer-
ing purposes.
not less than in speed by delay.

Rumor says that a bill to modify the
tariff will be presented to Parliament, at
Ottawa, early in the session. Details are,

So that we gained in safety | Wilson bill.

ther in this direction, and strikes out
nearly all the reciprocity provisions of the
To twelve paragraphs in the
free list of this bill the rule of reciprocity
was applied ; it included salt, logs, bolts,
sawed timber, sawed boards, clapboards,
bubs, laths, pickets, shingles, and stoves.
The effect will be that, if the Senate com-

of course, withheld, and the character of | mittee’s changes go into effect, that these
the measure can jonly be judged by the|articles will come in free, whether the
general tone of the speeches made by |countries that export them reciprocally

members of the Government, from time to
time during the recess. The country ex-
pects reductions which will best be made
with cautious circumspection.
the bill will meet reasonable expectations,
the event must be lett to tell.
would do well to cease to treat tariff reduc-
tion as a matter of party policy, prefer-
ence or dislike, and deal with the question

admit them on the same terms or not.
And in that evert, it is not probable that
the retaliatory proclamation issued against

Whether | Venezuela, Columbia, and Hayti, under the

reciprocity policy of the Harrison adminis-

Ministers 4 tration, would long be permitted to remain

in force. The question of ending it has
always been an open one since the Demo-
cratic administration was formed ; and, if

purely on its merits, and in accordance conservative counselshave prevailed,it is be-

with the obvious trend of public opinion.

In Lord Rosebery Great Brilain has a
Premier who has fondled, and in a way
believes in, Imperial Federation.
same time Imperial Federation will be no

part of the ministerial programme, and the

thing itself is not likely to be forwarded in
the least by the fact that the new Premier

cause the tariff legislation in prospect would
give a better chance of inaugurating the
new policy. So far as can be seen at pres-
ent, the policy of reciprocity, at Washing-

At the | ton, is dead, and is soon to be superseded

by an independent policy suited to the
needs of the nation.

Substitation of ad valorem for specifie

has, in the past, expressed himself in favor | duties is the predominant feature of the

of it. For the Foreign Office, Lord Rose-
bery was the right man in the right place.

It remains to be seen whether his successor
will do equally well when complicated
questions of foreign policy arise. Short

changes made bythe Senate committee on
the tariff bill at Washington. And they
by no means always increase the amount.
Ad valorem duties were a part of the Demo-
cratic creed, when Free Trade was its po-

of Imperial Federation the tendency of | licy, and Secretary Walker of the Treasury

the time seems to be to draw the colonies
closer to one another and to the Em-
pire, by cable, steam and a better un-

its apostle. They were then advocated
on the ground that they were theoretic-
ally fairer to the consumer, especially to

derstanding of one another’s wants. This |the classes least favored by fortune, than

movement

may be hastened or re-

specific duties. For this reason, the Senate

tarded by the policy of the Imperial |committee of to-day gives them prefer-

Government. Lord Rosebery’sstrong per-

sonality, in connection with the premier-

ence. People in business whose avoca-
tions compel them to advance duties,

ship, will count for something; but he is|generally prefer the specific form. If the

weighted with Home Rule, and may have

to yield something to his more radical col-
leagues.
House of Lords, in the sense of making it

If he should ever reform the

Senate should succeed in making an exten-
sive change in the form of duties, in the
direction indicated by the committee, one
result will be to cut down the revenue con-

elective by municipal bodies, as at one siderably, unless the rates be put at figures

time he suggested, he would eusure

its perpetnity and make it a more dis-

tinct power in the land than it is at pres-
ent. By such transformation, the House of
Lords could be made a real check on the
Commons. The pre-arranged cry for the
abolition of the House of Lords has died
away almost as soon a8 it was uttered. A
similar cause of offence is likely to happen
at Washiogton. The Senate, which cannot

to make them more productive than speci-
fic duties of like nominal amount would be.
In ‘other words, under-valaations will be

made on a scale large enough to tell ad-
versely on the revenue.
the world has this

clearly demonstrated than that of New
York. Ad valorem duties are the fairest to
the consumer, if they can be properly
levied. They make a man pay taxes in

At no port in
fact been more




