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FIRE AND MARINE NOTES.

A new signal cali has came into force on the St. .Law-
rence River this week, facilitating communication wîth ves-
sels between Monitreal and Quebec.

Berlin, Ont., ratepayers wili bie asked.ta sanction an ex-
penditure of $iî,ooo ta add 18 new fixe alarn boxes and
buiki andequîp a new fire hall in the factory district.

A disastrous fire visited the Lake St. John district,
Quebec, last week, when the bridge spanning the Assouap-
mouchouan River, was completely destroyed.

A fali from a moving train, Caused the death iast week,
at Fort William, of W. R. Coigate, long in the insuxance
business, as manager for the Manchester Fixe Company at
Winnipeg.*

The Grand jury have xetuxned a true bill on a charge of
arson against Chester Buckborxough of Tiilsonburg, Ont.
It is chaxged that on May 2ath, lie set fire ta the Queen's
Hotel there, wbereby three persans lest their lives.

Damage ta the extent of over $to,ooo lias been caused
ta tumber sugar camps, fences and f an pxopexty on Be-
loeil Mountain, Que. The principal sufferers are Messxs.
Colin and Bruce Campbell. Fortunately the orchard on the
mountain slope escaped.

A successful and intexesting demnonstration lias recently
heen given in Great Britain of a petrai-driven motor fixe en-
gine by Messrs. Dennis Brothers, Ltd. It is claimed that
the engine can travel at the rate cf 3o miles per hour on the
level, and 25 miles along average gradients

Judgment lias been given at Ottawa in the case of Na-
poleon and josephi Fournier vs. the Providence In.surance
company. The Fourniers alleged that for somne reason the
company did not pay them $i,ooo ta whicli they claimed ta
be entitled te undex a policy. The judge decided in their
.favor.

Lumber losses by fixe have been heavy in the United
States during: the iast thxce months. New England fur-
nislied $z,ooo,ooo loss in a fortnight and the Western Union
lias fiuffered greatly fxomn foxest fires. Many insuliance
companies report a ioss ratio 'for the year of over iooý per
cent. on lumber.

Thesteamer Telegram of the Dominion Transportation
Co. lias. been buxned in the passageway between Wall
and Fitzwîlliam Islands, Lake Ontario. The boat bumped
on a shoal, the sliock ovextuxning the r 'ange in tîeý galiery
and setting fixe ta the vessel. The cargo was heavy. The
boat was valued at $î 5,ooo, and was built about twenty
years aga at Coliîngwood.

After twenty years service as head of the I4ontreal Fixe
Department, Chief Benoit lias resîgned lis -position- on ac-
counit of failing lieaith. He desixes fox relief froin. duty on
Jan. i ut next. Mr. Benoit began bis careex as a fixeman in
Montreal, and wlien latex a vacancy occuxxed in the liead cf
the St. Hlenri brigade lie went there from which departmnti
lie returned te lie chief cf the Montreal brigade. Deputy-
Chief Txemblay will pxobabiy be given the position cf liead
of the department.

Thse Eqility Fixe Insurance Company and the Standard
Mutual Fire Insurance Company wili appeal ta the Supreme
Court froni judgments for $3,5oo against them in favor cf
J. C. Tliampson, cf New Liskeaxd, Ont., wliase store was
destroved by lire originating in a gasoline stove used for
prepaning fruit essences for a soda watex founitain. The
case tuxned an whetlier tlie keepinig of gasoline fox thse
steve was forbiddeni by the terms cf the policy, whidli was
net te be binding if gasoline was stoxed on the insured
premiseS.

FIRE COMMISSIONERS AND TIIEI WORK,

Origiln of thse National Associationt-Detection of
Incendarsm.

(Sly A.; Lhsdbaok, Fire Commnlatloner of manitoba.)
Apropos of yaur recent article regarding tise cffice cf

Fixe Marshai for Ontario, 1 wauid suggest that tlie title Fixe
Comnrissioner is a bettex and more appropriate one awing
ta the scolie cf thse work of the office. In several cf thse larger
cities in the States the heatis cf tlie fixe depaxtmnrts are
~called Fixe Marsisals. In New York City the Fixe Commis-
sioe# is thse officer wle lias charge cf the entire fire preven-
tion and& protection macisinery; the Fire Marshal reporting ta

him and being the officer at, the head of the protection systemn
oniy.

Saime fifteen years. ago the fire losses in Mýîassachüsetts
became so alarming that that commonwealth was aroused ta
take speci al action. In 1894 an Act was passed to establish
the office of State Fire, Marshal, and, after a few'years, the,
activity of that, officer resulted in the reduction of fîres of ail
kinds and'c of a.corresponding reduction in insurance rates
and saving to the people.
Other State FolIOw SUit.

In 1900 Ohio followed suit with. the sanie resuits, and
since that time, ten other States and the Province of Mani-
toba have enacted simular iaws.<

Three years ago, at the suggestion'of the writer, a meet-
ing of Fîire' Marshais and Fire Commissioners convened in
Washington, D.C., and an organization was formed under the
namne of the National Fire Marshais' Association. This has
latterly been changed to the F4ire Marshals' Association of
America. Its object is uânited action as ta improvemients of
the preserit fire prevention acts and ail other matters regard-
ing the work of these officiais. -At the meeting at .St.
Paul this year, it was the general opinion that the presenit fire
prevention acts were inadequate and defective.

Sa far as the United States' were concerned, it was feit
that the continuai changing of occupants ini office, caused
by the peculiar conditions obtaining there, was a feature de-
trimenta1 to the office, its work and usefulness.

The office of Fire Comînissioner, if based on a broad and
comprehensive Act, can, by a conscientious and active encum-
bent, bc mnade very important. useful and saving to the
people.
Soins Neoessary qualifications.

The paramounit qualifications for a Fire Commissioner
are honesty, industry and perseverance. If, in addition ta
this, lie possess the intuition of a- detective'and a compre-
hensive civil understanding of the fundamentai principles
underlying the fixe insurance business, lie has the qualifi-
cations that should make him fili his position with credit.

On the other hand, the office should neyer become a mere
detective bureau. In the nature of its work, it would soon
become useless as such. The activities of the Fire Commis-
sioner and lis staff are of such a nature that within a certain
iength of tme, theyý become known everywhere within the
jurisdiction of the office. The ferxeting out of an incendiary
is sa difficult that secrecy and non-identification'axeé the fi , st
requisites of success.

Again, whiie incendiary fires receive special. attention,
it is at best but an incidentai part of the woxk, priual
in this country where the moral conditions and* the enfoxce-
menrt of the'iaws differ con siderabiy fromn the conditions to the
South. The main feature of the office shouid aiways be
directed towards«prevention and educational.

Seventy-five per cent. of ail fixes are caused by careless-
noss and ignorance, and by the investigation of their, causes
and origin, the files in the office, the yearly reports of the
Pire C ommissionex, together with the bulletins published
from time to time means are pxovidied for the education of the
public along the lines of prevention.
Esetlals In. Redu@ing Lose.

From the office alsa shouid issue the initiative for im-
proved and unifoxi building laws. The more the question
is.studied in comparison witli conditions in oider countries
the more it becomes evident that until we buil bettex than
we do and put the xesponsibulity for carelessness where ýt
really belongs, we shall not succeed in matexially lowering
the, eniormous and senseless fire waste,

SWith respect to) the suggestion that fixe coroners be ap-
pointed by municipalities, experienve lias already proved.that
such officiaIs would be cf no use unless under thec supervision
of the Fire Coxnmissioner. The local authorities in investi-
gating incendiary or other fixes are hamnpered by local con-
ditions; they are timidi about reflecting on the character of a
fellow-citizen; the suspected party xnay, for instance, be a
heavy taxpayex wbom it would not be good policy ta offend ;
and this not only in cases of suspected incendiaxism, but in
othex niatters such as the removing of dangerous rubbish or
buildings, etc.

For this and other reasons it is e'vident that if the investi-
gation of fixes is ta be successfui every fixe must be looked
into, and the investigating power must be piaced in the hand
of some officiai entireiy removed fri the influence of local
prejudice, fear of favoritisrn as weli as political affiliations.
The Fire Commissioner should further hlave supervision of
ail the fixe departrnents within bis jurisdiction, as it shauld
aIso be his duty ta supervise the enforcement of ail buiidink
codes. And as it would be difficult te combine ini one Persan
nil the requisite qualities, the proper and practicàl way out
is ta clothe the Fire Commissioner with power ta select f or
lis staff different assistants and niake hiro respansible for
resislts.

obligations as to EXPOnSL -

in provitiing for the experses connecté! iiith~ this offce
it shoulti be borne in mind that it is no OmnlY the isurac
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