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Ini the normal process of digestion the proteids and carbohy-
drates of our food are changed into more readily assimilatedl corn-
pounds, wvhich are further altered before reaching the tissues; for
example, the peptones,* which, if absorbed unaltered into the
systera, wvould be very toxie, are changed into nutritive material
in passing the intestinal wvaII. As a result of bacterial activity we
may have these compounds broken up in a different manner, giving,
rise, either as immediate or terminal products of the decomposition
of the proteid or carbohydrate molecule to subst 'ances of more or
less toxic character. Some of these substances, as phenol, the
cresols, the dihydroxy-benzenes, indol and skatol, are known to
occur as a resuit of the constant action of putrefactivé bacterifa in
the large intestine. We nmay also have a large number cf organic
acids of the fatty series, as acetic, lactic, butyric, caproic, caprylic,
etc., wvhich bas been shown- to occur in various catarrhal. condi-

~Accordug. to E. Fiquet, the oisonlous effects ustial!y ascribed to peptones and aibuinoses are
in rcality duu to ptornaines or otherý toxiins 'w'lich have not becîî remnovcd by thc ordinary proceSSes
of puification. Compt. re)ulu2.elcadt d. sc., IS97, p. 1371.


