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REV. DR. CAHILL
OF THE PERSECUTION OF CATHOLIC SOLDIERS

IN INDIA—CONFISCATION OF THEIR PAY—

CRUELTY TO THEIR CHILDREN.,

Every communication which comes to hand
from India confirms the accounts already received
of the systematic religious rancor with which the
Catholic soldiers are pursued by the civil and
military Soupers of the East. Every one knows
the extent of the power of the Commandant of
a station over the Regiments under his control,
but no one unless the poor private soldier him-
self can comprehend the numerous petty annoy-
ances to ‘which he can be subjected, from the
permanent and harassing vengeance of the low-
est Souper officer of his company : the sergeant,
the corporal, can, by incessant insult, and b}: op-
pressive command, render the life of a private
soldier a very hell. The Indian service is at
this moment the best testimony against the dis-
graceful character of Protestantism: and it is a
proof, if such were wanted, of the total disor-
ganization of military discipline, and the palpable
igoorance of professional duty among the British
superior officers in every part of the world. The
British officer heretofore has been proverbially
at the tail of his class in every Seminary and
College where he has been educated. The scion
of an ancient family, a good figure, arnd a liberal
fortune, have been the requisites in our crack
regiments: while in the slow corps (as they
are called) the hungry officers have been
taken from the starved ranks of the sons
of the poorer clergy, or from hangers-on of
weallby mercantile companies, or postutants
at the gates of the aristocracy. Ina vast ma-
Jority of cases these young men chtered on the
service “with a full breast, but with an empty
pate,” and so umversal Las been the public opi-
nion on the literary or scientific deficiency of
these military.aspiraats, that to be a scholar, or
to have even mastered the ordinary curriculum
of a college education, seemed to be a degree of
attainment scarcely (unless in few instances) ever
to be found in that class of men called an officer and
a gentleman.” The fast regiments being connect-
ed with the Bishops, and the slow battalions being
drawn from the curates, or the grocer’s counter,
they all entered the army inoculuted with the
swaddling mania of modern Methodism, or with
the persecuting phrenzy of Fxeter Hall, Look
at them in every military station, where England
rules, and you find them amongst the lowest and
most rancorous bigots of modern times, convert-
ing the army at home and abroad into Orange
lodges or 3ible conventicles: deranging the es-
sential disciplive of military law, skilled in the
canticles and the polka, but ignorant of the com-
mon stralegic principles of their profession. "The
character of a real genuinc soldier is one of ge-
nerosily, chivalry, liberality, toleration, courage,
truth, honor 2 in fact, a truc military man is the
embodiment, the uggregate of every attribute
that can exalt nature or adorn %ociety ; but to
see an old maimed General, with one arm, preach-
ing in a tub ; to hear an old dilapidated Colonel,
with a wooden leg, singing psalms on a table : to
listen to a toothless.Governor of a Garrison or an
Istand praying to the Lord in an easy chair after
dinner, while slandering the Catholics : these are
facts and scenes which degrade the color of 2
regiment, and stain their swords more than cowr-
ardice or treachery. Hence the Crimea has told
a tale of British military ignorance and incom-
petency, which now forms part of our national
disgrace, and cannot be better expressed than in
the scathing contempt of one of the Russian Ge-
veruls after the battle of Inkerman, in speaking
af the Kuglish soldiers, viz., “ On this day we
fought an army of lions, commanded by a stafl’ of
asses,”

I cannot give a clearer explanation of the de-
grading bigotry and Souperism in the army of
india than' extract the substance of two arti-
eles of the Madrus Ezaminer, which has just
arrived in Dublin, Although the extracls are
long, they will amply repay the Irish Catholic
for the perusal ; and they will convince him how
dangerous 1t s, without a sufficient guarantee to
live in India under a military discipline which
forces his child to receive instructious from Pro-
testant bigots, which ridicules his faith and bis
priesthood, which confiscates his hard earned pay
under a burnmg sun, and which adds to. the hard-
ships of war conswming insult to his country, his
kindred apd his religion. These extracts will
alno lay the groundwark of a full development of
e lute muuny in India, on which I shall treat
iy next article s and will promulgate through

the world the injustice, the intolerance, and the |

persecition which Ingland (under the cover ol

parclinenl laws of liberaliy) practises towards.

Cilthohics in every part of her empire at home
_ and her colonies abroad. ‘The extructs are as
follow from the Madras Ezaminer :—

“ Somwe manths ago we received a letter from
a_Catholie M.L., asking us for inforination on
Cerluin points concerning the Catholics of British
India wud their relutions with the:Company®s Gro-
vernment.  Uur correspoudent assured vs that

it was the intention of influential Catholics at
home to make war upon the Board of Directors,
the Board of Control, and- her Majesty’s Go-
vernment, on behalf their brethren in India ; and
he told us that we could render useful aid by sup-
plying Liberal members of Parliament and otler
mfluential parties in the Three Kingdoms with
the fullest information on every subject in which
Indian Catholics are interested. Jn the first
place then we have, on the part of Catholics of
this Presidency, to thank the gentlemen who have
so very liberally undertaken to help those who
cannot help themselves ; and secondly, we will
endeavor to place before the public as clearly
and as concisely as we can the case of the Ca-
tholics of the Madras Presidency. We will
leave to our esteemed contemporaries, the Ben-
gal Herald and the Bombay Catlolic Examiner,
the task, for which they are so much better fit-
ted, of representing the state of Cathelic aflairs
in the other Presidencies, and we will thereby be
the better able to speak with confidence when
we bave only to deal with questions within our
own knowledge.

“ For convenience sake, and as the returns
can be depended upon, being furnished by the
heads of missions, we will take our statistics from
the Madras Catholic Directory for 1857, from
which we-learn that the Presidency is divided
into ten Vicariates Apostolic, presided over by
nine bishops, the tenth being at prescut in Europe.
In the ten Vicariates we find there are six hun-
dred and thirty-five priests, viz., of the Latin
rite 238, and 397 of the Syrian rite; the latter
are to be found in the Vicariate~ Apostolic of
Verapoly. The Catholic population of the Mad-
ras Presidency amounts to six hundred and thirty-
seven thousand six hundred and fifty-two souls,
and is annually increasing—on the onc hand by
conversions, and on the other by births, Taking
the returns furnished from some of the vicariates,
and the average of past years from others which
have not furnished returns for 1856, as the basis
of our calculation, we do not go beyond the
mark in saying.that the conversions in 1856 must
have amounted to upwards of two thousand nine
hundred. The Catholics have many schools
throughout the country, some of which might vie
with Kuropean seminaries, but the greater num-
ber are villege or station scheols, in which the
primary edueation of the children, whether in
English or the vernaculars, is alone attempted.

#* All classes of the community are represented
in the Catholic body ; from the civilian to the
ill-paid writer amongst the European portion,
fram the merchant to the coaclman amongst the
LKast Indians, and from the Brahmin to the Pa-
rinh amongst the natives, all classes, conditions
and degrees are 1o be found in the ranks of the
637,652 Catholics of this Presidency. No where,
however, is the Christian more forcibly remind-
ed of (he words of Christ—¢ The poor you have
always with you,” than in a Catholic Clurch in
any part of India. The great bulk of the Chris-
lians, in this part of India at least, arc cultiva-
tors. Next to them, in point of numbers, come
camp-followers, Lascars and Sepoys—then ser-
vants and day laborers. Tt would appear as if
all other classes united to keep the Catholics
down, for although we do meet with a few in
places of trust and emolument—men who have
won for themselves the confidence of those placed
under them as well as the respect of their supe-
riors—the number bears no proportion to the
numerical strength of the body nor to the amount
of quahfications, as compared with others, pos-
sessed by its members. 'We have sud that the
great bulk of the Catholics are cultivators, and
in saying this we have said all that is necessary
to show that they are the most miserable wretches,
in a temporal point of view, to be seen on earth.

¢ Like their Hindoo brethren, they dwell in
wretched huts, by far too small Lo admit of the
inmates stretching their limbs with comfort, and
thercfore rendering it necessary for the males to
repose under the canopy of heavenj they labor
hard throughout the year, they are early at work,
and late to quit it, and yet they are badly clad
and have little to eat, oftentimes reduced to star-
vation point, and rarely possessed of a rupec m
excess of the Government demand.  This is the
condition of the ryots of southern India, t'he
units who are in com(ortable circumstances being
lost in the tens of thousands who are in isery.

"A parental Government expects as lax, o, more

correctly, as rent, the lust favthing which the
unfortunate cullivator can pay, and talks of a re-
vision of the land assessmeut on the completion

‘of a survey, which the most sanguine do not ex-

expect to see fimshed within the uext two and
twenty yeurs!! :

« Having thus given a hasty glance at the
condition of Juln Company's Catkolic subjects,
let us now assure our Varlianientary friends that
the Cutholic subjects are the only class under
the tule of the Kast India Company who do not
receive aid from the state for the support of their
veligion. Hindooism is eudowed, alihough John
would concenl the fuct. Let a rcturn of the
Pagoda lands be insisted on, aod the truth will

become apparent. Mahomedanism has also a
state provision made [or it, but like Hindooism,
it is indebted to John’s predecessors for that pro-
vision, and is fortnnate only in so far as that
Jobin curbed his grasping disposition, and allowed
the statius quo ante to remain undisturbed.

¢ But we would not be giving our Parliament-
ary friends all the information they have a right
to from us, if we did not tel] them that the Hin-
doo youths of the Madras Presidency College
are taught to discourse most learnedly on the in-
troduction of the ¢ invocation of saints, and of
¢image worship by the monks of the dark ages,’
and that they are crammed with anti-Catholic
legends long since exposed and exploded, but
which still retain a place under the name of his-
tory in the chief Educational establishment of
the Madras Presidency. -

“We wish it to be distinctly understood that
for the Catholic subjects of the Company no
provision for religious instruction is made, and
we wish il also to be borne in mind that the Ca-
thelic subjects are the only persons for whose re-
ligious wants the state does not either directly or
indirectly malke some provision ; even the grants
in aid for educational purpeses which the Court
of Directors have long ago autherized to be ex-
tended to all classes, are withheld from Catholics,
owing to the peculiar sanctity of the Joeal Go-
vernment.  For one issue we bave said enough,
but we are determined to go through with the
subject, and, in a serics of articles which we
shall take good care will be placed in the hands
of members of both Houses of Parliament who
profess liberality, and of the Catholic Bishops of
England and Ireland, to expose the hotlow pre-
tences of the East India Company, its scandal-
ous injustices and barefaced hypocrisy. We
hope for little from the Court of Directors, we
liope for less from the degenerate son of the il-

lustrions Canning, but least »f all do we look for-

liberality from the nobleuiin who now governs
our unfortanate Presidency. Our strength lies
in being able to organize a party in Parliament
against the Court, and to that end shall our ex-
ertions be directed.”

The second extract will be found in the fol-
lowing article from the same journal, as follows:

“ War, war, war! 'The Government of the
illustrious nobleman who so admirably deals out
patronage, are determined upon a vigorous cawn-
paign on behalf of the church as by law estab-
lished, against the poor little Catholic children
whose fatliers are now on the confines of Pegu
defending the boundavies of our Indian empive,
and who arc at any moment prepared to shed
their blood if necessary for their country’s honor !
A noble cause truly for the grandson of General
lariis to be cugaged in, the coercing the con-
scicnces of soldiers’ children, or defrauding the
poor parents out of the subsistence allowed to
soldiers’ children by the Court of Directors.

% Qur Indian readers need not be told that the
Kast India Company makes an allowance to the
wives and children of 1Suropean soldiers, which
allowance is paid to the wives irom the date of
marriage, and to children from their birth until
(unless previously provided for) they attain their
sixteenth year. Tt is an allowance to enable the
soldier to feed and clotie his family, and as such
lins been hitherto regarded. Up to this time,
Catholic soldiers who refused to allow their chil-
dren to imbibe Protestant principles in regimental
schools, had to put up with saany petty persecu-
tions from crotchetty old effizers in command of
regiments, but the supplies were not cut offi—
Now-a-days we have an experienced tactician to
deal with, and he, having learned that ¢hunger
will tame a lion,” has resolved to starve the re-
bellious parents into subjection in order to bring
the children within the influence of Lis well train-
ed band of proselytisers. And this tactician is
the Lord Harris who was complunented on his
departure from ‘Lrinidad with an address from
the Catholics ol the Island !

“It will he recollected that the proselytizing
scheme of the Government of India made its ap-
pearance early in 1856. TIn the April of that
year the Right Rev. Dr. Fennelly, the Vicar
Apostolic of Madras, protested in the strongest
terms against the plan of the Government of
Tudia, pointing oul to that Government and the
Government of Madras that it would be utterly
impossible for Catholics to comply with the regu-
lations at the same time that they preserved their
allegiance to their religion. Tis Lordship. told
the awthorities in plain terms that he could not
recognize as a dutiful son of the Catholic Church
any ouc who conformed to the regulations, and
he implored the* Governor General to cancel the
penal clauses, and the Governor of Madras to
suspend theiv operation pending the relerence fo
the Supreme Government. - Now, although’ the
local Government did not reply to this portion of
Dr. Feunelly’s letter of April, 1855, the ob-
noxious rules were suspended, and we heard no
more of them for eighteen monihs, and then only
in the shape of a threat. "That threat has been
sinee carried out, and Catbolic children, becaunse

!

they would not forsake excellent Cotholic schools
for the purpose of attending a garrison school
conducted on the most approved Church of Eny-
land principles, have been deprived of the monthly
pittance hitherto granted by Government for
support {!!  In other words, poor soldiers have
been fined in sums varying from ten to twenty
shillings 2 month, because they would not act in
direct opposition to the command of their bishops
and clergy !

“ To the eternal honor of Lord Harris be it
told, this glurious campaign was not commenced
at a station where her Majesty’s Regiments are
to be found, no, nor at the stations garrisoned by
one of the Company’s European Regiments, nor
even at head-quarters, nor at a station where
there are effective troops! No, the war should
be commenced agaiust worn out old men, women
am children, deprived of their natural protectors.
The veterans at Vizagapatam, and the women,
whose husbands are on foreign service, are the
first to be bribed into disobeying their superiars,
-or mulcted heavily for their fidelity to their reli-
gion, and this is the act of the conscientious, the
liberal, the high minded Governor of Madras!!!
His lordship had his attention drawn to the Lthreat
in October last, and we have therefore good
grounds for supposing that the measures now
carried out at Vizagapatam and elsewhere, meet
with his approbation. The seventh of this month,
the-date on which the children’s pay was confis-
cated, will be long remembered by the Catholics
of Vizagapatam, and we trust that the Governor-
in-Council will be tanght to remember it also.—
Those parents who have despised the bribe, and
who look with contempt upon the nasty bigots
who dared (o huckster with them for their cbil-
dren’s faith, and we are Lappy to say that the
Catholics of Vizagapatain almost wilhout excep-
tion belony to this class, have litte reason to be
afraid of temporary loss; the Court of Direc-
tors . will be forced to pay up arrears from the
‘day tae pay was first stopped, and will be com-
pelled to rescind the order ; war has been de-
clared, and time will teach our rulers a2 lesson ——
We advise the Catholies to place no hope in the
Government which for the last twelve wonths,
or nearly so, has kept the Catholic orphans out
of tle allowances decreed to them by the Go-
vernment of India; redress must come from
Burope, and uatil it comes they must be content
to let the subsistence money accwmnulute.”

From the extracts just quoted, oue sees that
the conversians to the Catholic faith, in one Pre-
sidency alone, are upwards of two thousand per-
sons in ane year, where Lord Ellenborough has
stated that there are nat Lwa dozen recd con-
verts to Pratestantism since the agfisl conguest
of the country!'! It is the sume story wherever
England has introduced her missionarivs; they
bave never converted a country, a district, a
hamlet. Thewr tyrzony bas always caused re-
volution : their bigotry and calumnies have ever
awakened public hatred of their character: and
the history of the last three centuries on thia
point in reference to Protestantism—namely,
their missionarics have been uniformly expelled
from all nations, where they, for a time, had been
permitted to reside.

D. W. C.

July 10, 1857.

SOUPERISM TESTED BY ITS OWN STATISTICS.
(From the Dublin Revicw.)

The word ¢ Souperism” is now pretty well
naturalized into the Trish controversial vocahu-
fary, and, however grating to English ears, has
undoubtedly some advaatages over our ovn ware
courteaus phraseology as applied to the subject
which has given occasion to it. The termn
*¢ Souperism® has this advantage over its English
synonyme “ proselytism,” that it expresses, and
that wilh a vividuess characteristic of the land
of ity birth, the peculiar kind of spiritual aggres-
sion which it is meant to denote. Uuder the
image of that grateful beverage which is so ex-
tensively employed by the zealots of reformaution
as a meaus of allacking the conscience through
the medium of the hungry uppetite, is described
a certain class of temporal altractives which ave
sedulously employed by our cvangelists ror the
purpose of introducing into the sister islund the
very singular form of Christianity (o which they
are addicted.  Soup, while it expresses the prin-
cipal of these inducements, also represents the
whole class under a vigorous and siriking meta-,
phor.  Were we to give an accurate enmnera-
tion of the other constitueuts of this clas, we
should have to ring the chrmges upon bread, but-
ler, polatoes, pizs, firic clathes, and all else which
isengaging to the beart of the Irishman, to suy
aothing of “ places™. varying in profit aceording
to the value of capture, frum the humble rank of
housemnaid or errand-boy, to thesmore dignified
elevation of school teacker or seripture reader.
Such ig « Souperism 3 aud when we remember
how proverbially -and historically powerful the:
“ mess-of pottage” has always proved as a temp-
tation to part with man’s highust « birthright,”

we may fear that there is somcthiug which looks

like fatality in the choice of this particular form of
temptation as an equivalent to the blessings for
which it is offered in exchange.*

The actual success which has attended the
great proselytizing movement in Ireland, is one
of those matters on which it has scemed almost
impossible to arrive at even a portion of truth
amid the jar of conflicting testimonies. It is
not merely Catholics and Protestants who give
us, as might seem natural, very differcnt ac-
counts of the effect of these attempts. Iiven
Catholics themse]ves vary materially from one
another in their evidence on the subject: some
telling us that efforts of proselytizing zea! have
succeeded in making considerable inroads upon
the faith of Ireland—others maintaining, with
equal confidence, that the success of the move-
ment is most absurdly exaggerated. Thers may
be reason also to think that these several Judg-
ments have been, in some measure, unconsciously
colored by the natural bias of the witnesscs, of
whom one portion is disposed to measure facts by
a strong antecedent prejudice in favor of the in-

flexibility of Irish faith; another, to pive ready

credence to stories which fall in with previous

impressions of Irish fickleness and venulity. In

the great uncertuinty created by this war of tes-

Limonies, though with a strong personal inclina-

Lion Lo belicve (antecedently to irrefragable evi-

dence) everything which is good of the Catholie

poor of Ireland, we caught with aridity ut a do-

cunent bearing a statistical character, and e:nan-

ating from the strongheld of « Souperisin itself.

We were of course prepared to take com grano,

the testimony of the parties concerned in this

movemert, and e: peeially as knowing that « caok-

ery” is an aceideut us inseparable from ¢ Re-

ports” as from the soup whose successes they

chronicle. Of a statement framed for the very

purpose of eliciting the applause of a public mcef-

ing, satisfying subscribers, and inviting subserip-

tuns, it would be quixatic to suppose that its na-

tural tendency is to the wafavarable side.. Who

does not know how easy it is, aud how necessary

(and that, too, without anything like dishonest

fulsification of facts) to set matters m an advan-

lageous light, and to withdraw into the back-

ground allt which can clieck bLope and cloud en-

couragenent ! And, to do the present Report

hut justice, it must be admitted to possess this

feature wn common with other Rleports; it be-

trays a manifest, and yet not an exaggerated de-

stre, of subserving Lhe aterests of the Society to

which it belongs 5 2 natural and perfectly legiti-
uue vein of promise and hope ; an inclinazion to

gild the bitter pill and sweeten the nauseous
draught ; ta press tapics of cansolution, «nd tni-

tigate the force of uawelcome disclosures. Yet,
after every allowance of this kind, the most ab-
tuse intellect cannot fail to perceive that the ma-
tevials of congratulation are felt to be exceed-
ingly scanty, and that a most praiseworthy reli-
ance upon Providence everywhere takes the
place of that solid substratun of hope whick
woull guarantee the grounds, though it might
possibly diminish the merit, of this exalted and
sometimes rather extravagant confidence. There
is something (as we shall bope to show by quo-
tations) zlmost touching in the strain of pensive
melancholy which ever and anon discloses itself
wnid the tinkling of symbals and the beating of
drums 5 it reminds ug of the wailing of the wind
wstruments at a military tuneral j indeed the ge-
ueral tone of this very curious Report is that,
far more of men accompanying a corpse with
honor te the tomb, than of those who are herald-
ing the glaries of a victory.

The earliest note of discouragement meets us
in the very first page.

“T'bie ordinary, and what, in dependence upon
(7od, mnay be called the reliable, income of the
Soviety, hus decreased in the past year in a mea-
sare which gives just grounds for the fear that it
iy become necessary serigusly to diminish the
eflicacy of the Missionary operations”—p. 7.

'The Report- consists principally of returns
made by the carious agents of the Socicty, of
the fruit of their lubors tn different  districts,—
We'shall procecd to notice some of the conclu-
sions, interesting to the Catholic public, which
are warranted by these records of Proteslant
tnissionary experience, verilying them as we pro-
ceed by quotations, S :

‘The first impression [avored by the Report s,
tiat madeérn Protestantism has added an entirvely
mew weapon of spivitual influence to those which
it found ready made to its hand ; we allude to
the cireulution of handbills and the posting of -

plevards.. The distribution of the Secriplures

¢ We were delighted to obgerve a very able and -
spirited acticle iu the Uaior on the Report here un-
duer review, el ey to ncknoewledge our obligations
to it. .- Not the ledst pramisioie token in that uriicle
ia the'bold adoption of the word “ Suuperism® to ex-
press tho deteatable system which it exposes. This
i3 one of the nnny evideisces- whieh the Union'given
of w desive to theaw “itself héact and-goul, into the
apiritef Gatholies, It furms -an agieduble contrist -

-t that veleetie; fustidiouns, and patroniding tone of-

eompliment of which we are sumetimes the"objects, -

or rather vietims, ‘at the bunds eveu of friendly eri- -
ticd. ' . ‘



