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While the Chureli is still”commemoi':\tmg the re-~
surreetion of ler Divine - Sponse—while the Lallelu-
fahs of the joyful days of Easter are still resounding
on the car, and speaking to the soul sweet hopes of a
blessed  immortality—while all nature, .in  harnony
with so glorious a festival, seems to have arisen from

- g state of torpor and death to new life—it is to us
an additional source of joy to have to anncuuce to
vou the retirn of that month which is especially de-
Eighlful to all the clients of Mary, hecause of the de-
votions in her honor to which it is consecruted by the
piety of the Laithful. ' . '

it 15 mot strange that to the children of Mary the

fresh verdure of May should seem more bright, and |

the bloom ol its flowers more beaniilul, since in ther
winds those attractions are mingled with the sweet
hywn of the Virgin’s praise, and lestive celebiations
in her honor.  Throughent the wide domain of the
Catholic  Chureh they invite each other at this pe-
riol to proclaim the glories of "their heavenly Mo-

ther 3 in the language of the canticle, they scem 1o 5

bitl cach other, «* Arise, and come, for the winler is
past, and the rainis now over aud gone, and the
flowers have appeared 5 the time of prunieg is come,
and the voice of the turtle is heard in owr land”—

(Cant., i, 11)—in all tlis being animated by that:
spirit of devotion to the Mother of God-which per-!

saded the Church from ils very commencement,
and was always a mark of the true faith. When
these devoted clients of Mary love 10 honor her
whom God honored above all creatures—when they
aspire to be her children whose child EHe vouchsafed
to become—when they implore her intercession who
vo-operated with such ardent charily in the great
work of the redemplion—wlen they place themselves
under her special protection, meditate on ler virfues,
and endeavor to imitate so perfect a model, are they
ot adopling .most eflicacious means of rendering
themselves agreeable to God, and securing their eter-
nal salvationt  Tn imitation of these faithiul follow-
ersof Mary, shall not we also have recourse to ler
pewerful protection?  Shall we not send ferth cur
cries to ber with renewed energy, and besecch lher,
as our most gracious advocate, to turn those eyes of
merey towards us, and save us from the perils by
which we are surrounded 7 We cannot think upon
the number and magnitude of those perils and our
own weakness and misery, without feeling our utter
inability to encounter themn, unaided, and the neces-
sity of seeking assistance from above.
inplacable hatred to our holy religion with which he-
resy is poisoning the minds of its votaries—Dbeliold
the bigotry and fanaticism of the enemies of the
Churchr; with liberality on their lips, and the venom
of asps in their hearts, they are endeavoring to de-
prive us of the free exercise of our religion, to ex-
cite a spirit of dire hostility against us} and to revive
the persecutions of past centurics. T'o adduce only
one example well calenlated to illustrate their spirit,
15 it not the present occupation of the fanatic aud the
higot to assail aur convents, to threaten them with
vexatious and lwailiating inquiries, and while thus be-
waying their deadly hostility, are they not insulling
us by aniouncing that, forsooth, they mean to protect
the personal liberties and the property of Caltholics?

And now, dearly beloved, while the enewies of our
holy fuith are thus leagned against us ; while they de-
sire to deprive us of the holy influence of the exam-
Me ol the ehaste Spouse of Jesus Christ, and to rob
thé Clwreh of Ireland of one of its brightest orna-
meats, the conventnal inslitution, to place the prac-
tiee of the evangelical counsels ol poverty, chastity,
imd obedience, as it.wére under ban, by making the
hws brand the religious life with the stigma of sus-
picion ; whilst they are intent on interrupting the ex-
‘ureise of that charity which instructs ignoraace, dries
up the tear of afiliction, consoles the orphar and.the
Widow, and - prepares the “dying sinuer to meet his
Tudge; does it not behouve us, in suck a juncture, to
ave recourse to Ifeaven for assistance ? and (o ren-
‘er our prayers more eflicacious, should we not place
lkem under the protection of the Mother of God?—
True, you will continue to make use of all the means
which tlie constitution places within your reach, to
protect your religious liberties, acting in concert, pre-
Serving union anong ourselves, and prudently avoid-
g the discussion of those topies wpon which the Ca-
tolic body is not apreed.  When we are assailed
th. vialence {rom without, we should be ready to
Wcrifice our own private. interests and views, and
think of nothing but the public gpod, and the defence
oCour religious freedom. Were we to allow any
el*‘-{ue,uls of discord 10 be introduced into our delibe-
falions, we should fall an casy prey to the enemy,
and s would be verificd the words of Our Saviour

.

Belold the

| — Every.; kingdom divided " in itself ‘shall. be: Jaid
waste.”  But though using all lawful temporal ineans
| to preserve our rights, do not lorget that prayec isto
i be abore all things our arins of ‘defence, , Our hope
Iis in TTeaven ; there is the source of our strength,—
§_For‘after all, of ourselves we are weal, and” with the
1 Apostle of the Gientiles we may say, that among us
i ® there are not many wise according to the flesh, not
many mighty, not many neble ; but the foolish things
of the world hath Gnd chosen, that e may con-

hath Giod chosen, that Lle nay confound the strong;
and the base things of the world, and the things that
care contemplible hatlt God chosen, and the things
 thatare not, that 1fe may bring to nought the things
that are; that no flesh should glory in His sight.»—
(1 Corin., i, 1.)  But while we resemble in our in-
f ltnities our forefathers in the Faith, who were ad-
sdressed by St Paol, are nat intolerance and bigotry

tsurvounded by ail the power which wealth, and sta-
[ tion, and worldly influence can command?  Depend-
ting on the arm of the Resh, like Goliah, they assail
{ the people of God in pride and boasting; but wilh
“the humble David ¢ we come in the name of the
{ Lord of Hosts, the God of the armies of Israel.”—
| (1 Kings, xvii., 45.)  Let us then, nothing wavering,
i put our trust in God, whe will protect us, and brng
i to nought the designs of the enemies of our faith. —
i et our prayers and supplications ascend incessantly
“to the throne of the Most Lligh—Iet us place them
¥

tunder the powerful patronage of 1lis holy Mother,
and the great Queen of Virgins will nol abandon the
chaste spouses of the Immaculate Lamb who endea-

tues.

But the persecution of our religions institutions is
uot the only motive which should impel us at pre-
sent to crave merey from [eaven, and to implore
the belp of Mary dwring this holy month. Sowe
time ago we warned you of the approach of that
fatal scomrge—1the cholera—which had deselated so
many countries of Lurope, and we exhorted you to
do penance for sin, the cause of all the evils of the
world, to correct your evil ways, to refrain from in-
temperance and those other degrading vices, which
call down upon the delinquent, even in this life, the
visible chastisemen(s of God, bring disease and death
upon the body, and everlasting ruin on the soul. Since
that period, prayers have been offered up every day
in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, by the Clergy of

scourge of 1is anger. Thanks taldis mevey,we have
been hitherto spared 3 but, as the danger is still
menacing, let us, dearly beloved brethren, continue
our supplications, that we way be preserved from the
ravages of pestilence ; but especially let us be mindful
to purify our consciences {rom all guilt, and prepare
ourselves, Lo meet, with resignation to Ilis holy will,
the afilictions, whatever they may be, with which
God may have determined to visit us. ‘

There is another, and one of the most dreadful of
the scourges_ of God’s anger, now commencing to
descend upon the nations of Lurope; a scourge con-
sidered by the [oyal Prophet to be more terrible
than pestilence or famine. I'or nearly forty years
we have enjoyed a profound peace ; but now so great
a blessing has been removed, and we are involved in
a war of which no one can foresee the vicissitudes
and final issue. It 1s a war against a most powerful
monarch, who has been always a dangerous encmy
ta our holy refigion. In the countries subject to his
sway lie has renewed the scenes of persccution and
couliseation against Catholics, of whieh our poor
country was the theatre under Elizabeth and suc-
cecting sovereigns.  Acting on the same principles;
and imbued with thz same spivit with whicli the fana-
tics of tlis empire are animated against our conven-
tual institutions, he too has persecuted Nuns, destroy-
ed convenls, confiscated their property, and in many
other ways afllicted the Chuarch of Christ. Whilst
he was thus engaged, did those wlio are now promot-
ing measures for the protection, as they hypocritically
assert, of Catholic liberty and property, denounce his
carcer of perseculion and violence? They were
silent, or applauded bim. One solitary voice was
heard in defence of innocence and justice—it was
the voice of the successor of St. Peter, who, though
in the decreptitude of old age, and an the brink of
the grave, confronted the modern Attila with Apos-
/tolic courage, and reminded him of the dreadful
judgment of Heaven on the persecutors of the
Chureh.

The time of vengeance foretold by the Pontiff hns
perhaps arrived.  The ambitious designs of this
mounarch upon a neighboring state, have compelled
our gracious Sovereign and her ally, the Emperor of
the I'rench, to declare war against him, in defence
of justice, and the vights of the state which has
been invaded. 'I'he contest thus provoked has now
commeaced, but we cannot contemplate its conse-

found .the wise; and the weak things of the world |

! vor to walk in her footsteps and to imitate her vir-|

the diocese, begging of the Almighty to avert the |
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countries ‘will be Iaid waste—bhow wany cities pil-
laged..and destroped—how many evils inflicted on
{bumanify—low wany erimes perpetrated, and how
| many thousauds of haman beings hurried unprepared
tto the bar of Divine judgment?  1f we consider the
rgreatness of these evils, though they do not imme-
 dintely alect ourselves, yet we canuot bul deplore
I themn.;
: Charity, supplicat: -the rulers ol nations to hreak
,«.Iown pride aud injustice ; to give vietory to the arms
of this fingdom ; to bring the war to a speedy and
I'succes§lil issue; and to restore to us the blessings
{of peate. Muny of our brave countrymen have
lzone forth tofight the battles of our empire 3 we
’{sho_uldvngt forget to offer up a special petition for
their salety.  Placed in the midst of danger, and es-
posed to great spiritnal destitntion, (hey stand in
need of all the chavitable assistance of the Traithiul.
‘To render our prayers for them and for the success
tof our arms more eficacious, we enjoin on all the
Clergy of tlic diocese to recite, every Sunday, from
the present date, untit further orders., alter the other
preserived Collects, the prayers taken from the
Mass in L'empore Delli, as laid down in the Roman
Missal,

We may add, that it must appear to the children
of Mary a good omen of the prosperous issue of the
war that the fleets of our ally have been placed under
the protection of the Mother of God, uud that her
image, sent by the fiperor of the I'rench, has been
inaugurated with great religious pomp on board the
{ Aduiral’s vessel.  This solemn profession of Catho-
lic faith and of tender devotion to the Mother of
tOur Lond, canuot fuil 1o be the source of inestima-
ble blessings. We may conflidently expect that it
will contribute to make reparation in some measure
to the.ollended dignity of the Queen of ITeaven for
the outrages and usults that have been oflered within
the tast tew years to her name and images elsewhere.

The devotion of the Month of May will consist
of the Losary of the Blessed Virgin, a short iustruc-
tion, or a chupler from a pious book on her virtues
and privileges, and ber Litany ; the Benediction of
the Most Loly Sacrament will be added when pos-
sible.

We request, as a special favor, that at these de-
votions you will commend with all earuestness (o our
Blessed Mother, who is the scat of wisdow, the
successful ipstabment and future prosperity of the
Catholic University, the- ibterests of which are now
engaging the serious atfention of the Prefates of
Treland, and are most dear to the paternal heart of
his Holiness the Pope.

Lo conclude, we exhort you again, dearly beloved,
to be incessant, during this holy month, in imploring
the powerful protection of the Patroness of Ireland.
against the open attacks of fanaticism and bigotry,
as well as the insidious, machinatious of those wlo
seek, by bribery and preteuded kinduess, to pevvert
the faith of our suifering people. T.et us also en-
treat her to preserve us from the ravages of pesli-
lence, and {o stay the horrors of war. May her
intercession obtain for us peace, abundance, happi-
ness, every spiritnal joy and consolation, and, above
all, the grace of final perseverance and a happy
death.

"The graee of our Lord Jesus Clirist be with your
spirit,

1 Pavr Curten, Archbishop of Dublin.
Dublin, April 22nd, 1854,

THE CAUSE OV IRELAND NOT THE
CAUSE QOF « DIEMOCRACY.”

Whilst Mitchell, Meagher, and other Irish writers,
are incessantly eudeavoring to ‘identify the cause of
their native country with that of % Democracy,” it
is pleasant to see an Irishman, and a Catholic, a
man of acknowledged tuleat, and whose devotion to
Treland is above suspicien—disclaiming, vebemently
disclaiming—the unballoswed, the dishonoring alliance.
Ibe * cause” of Treland is the cause of truth, jus-
tice,and Catholicity ; how then can it have aught
in commen with the demagogism of the XIX cen-
tury ? ‘

The ¢ cause® of Ireland is the cause of the Ca-
tholic Cliureh 5 and it is by the triumph of Catholi-
city that the  cause” of Ireland must be won. By®
Catholic avins must the battle be feught, and under
a standard blessed by the Catholic Church.  Unfor-
tunately, it has been too often the custom to rely up-
on the + Black North” for help; and . to look to
Orangeism for countepance in the strugale of Fre-
land’s people, for Ireland’s rights. ¢ Can any good
thing come out of Nazarethi? or any hope for Ire-
land from a Protestant camp? Look, and see.—
Has not every alliance attempted, betwixt Catholic
Treland.and Protestantism, turned out——thank God
that it has—a’ miserable failure? And why? De-

In its course how many |betwixt the cause o

And, as Ciiistians, and lovers of the law of |

f Lreland, and ¢ Democracy.”
We have therefore much pleasure in copying (rom
the American Celt the following admirable artiely
lon Lreland and the «Trish Cause :-—
' THE IRISIL CAUSE j A.D.y 1834
The true ¥ Irish Cause® is not now, end anver
was, & revolutionary canse. It is purely histories!
Lin its origin, and conservative in its objeets ; it reste

lon international compacts several times made, an!
tabways: shamefully broken, by the stronger party ;
fit aims at restoratlion not al revolwtion.

Not o go too far into the record, nor to tire our
readers with the often told tale of Trish wrongs, we
will adduce the facts of a century, as proofs tha
there is still hepe for the good cause, in prudent ni-
tive cfforts.

There isa slriking parallel between the present
situation of Ireland, and her state a hundred years
back. Tu 1750, shie had but 4,000,000 inhabitants;
five famines had swept over her, and in that of 1740
and 1741,  great numbers perished imiserably,” as
[Hutchinson states.  The years 5 and 55 wers
sigualized for a general Bankrupley, in which many
of the oldest-houses in Dublin were broken, "['wo
or three prosperous harvests revived the national
spivit, and necessarily the national cause revived
withit. In 17537, Charles O'Connor, Lhomas Wyse,
and Dr. Curry, met at a tavern in a back Jane in
Dublin, to concert @ movement for Catholie rights.
The patpiots “of to-day Lave no obstacles of as se-
rions a sort as they had.  The then Parliament way
exclusive by constilution, the “sovercign hostile by,
education, the Cathelics timid from habit, and all
public spirit at the lowest ebl,  And yet the men
who met in 1757, to take couneil, lived to see free
trade, legislative independence, and the great ¢ relief:
act” of 1793, T'hey were men of talents and edu-
cation, certainly, but they were still more remarkable-
for the sound judgment with which they steered be-:
tween opposite estremes.  In Jess than half a cen-
tury they obfained, by taking wise and prompt ad-
vantage of Xnaland’s foreign defeats, the most va-
luable measures, such as Parliamentary Independence,
a velunteer armed force of 80,000 men, the rights of.
petition and of property far Catholics, and had, in
fact, laid the foundations ol a noble future {or their
coundry.  “T'he rumored Trencl invasion under Con-'
flans in 1759, the surrender ‘of of Burgoyne, and tie’
viclories of Dumouriez in [Tolland, were “as much
victories for Ireland,” according to O’Conncll, as
for Ainerica or France. ‘

Unfortunately while these gradual measurcs were
making Ireland both free and prosperous, so that in
Lishon,Leghorn,and other Mediterranean ports, [rish
merchants would have at one time goods to the value
of a quarter or half a million dollars in the market ;
unfortunately there arosc a school of revolutioniste,
imitators of [rance, who despised the slow and re-
gular work of national development. Of these, the
clief was Wolfe Tone, a man who unintentionally
injured his country quite as much as Castlereagh.—
Both were ambitious, both imitated foreign modeis,
botls died by suicide. The one had the rights of
man on lis lips, but a pernicious philosophy in his
heart; the other talked of the interests of the En-
pire, while he only pursued his ownj the one str-
ved a soltdarite of infidels, the olher a solidariti of
buyers and sellers. : ‘

Between the two extremes represented by these
men, the true patriots, headed by Grattan, Curran,
Keoglt, Plunkett, and Bashe, were rendered power-
less at a real crisis: ’98 brought about the act of
Union, which for centuries the stronger party had
desired in vain, and the couniry was thrown back
Inlf a cenlury by the joint action of Lord Castle-
reagh and Theobald Wolle Tone !

Jt need not be told that we bave a seet of Irish
theorists in this town, (New York,) te whom the
very word moderation is hateful,  lLreland knovws
something of those gentlemen from experience, but
she can hardly eonceive how their old propensity 1o
extravagance in language, projects, and sell-opinion
has growa up by indulgence. One would think. to
hear them talk, that armies were fields of stubble,
and navies fleets of cgg-shells. Making constitu-
tions comes quite as easy te them as winning battles,
Neither Sicges nor, Bentham, nor botl tegethier, had
so many patented forms of Government; and any
country customer must be hard to please il these
senatorial snips cannot suit him. . = :
"They are--very complacently unanimous 'in’ advo-
cating Ireland’s total separation from England and
Scotland, unless those two kingdoms also become
republics,. after. their, pattern.  They cherish very
sanguive hopes that this may be brought to pass, if
not by their own valor, at least by the powerful ef-
fects of their example. But no ‘modification” of the
present system, no royalty, aristocracy,-oi distinction
of classes, will be tolerated under. their regime. when

cause, it was an alliance, or an attempt at an alliance

it onte commences. Lhere shall thechfor&h be ‘but.



