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TALES OF THE JURY-ROOM.
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Eumus in jus.
Puavr. Pomilius, Act v,

Dogberry. Are you good men, and true?
Much Ado about Nothing.

BY GERALD GRIFFIX.
AUTHOR OF “ TALES OF THE MCUNSTER FSSTIVALS,” ETC.

THE ELEVENTH JURYMANS TALE,

——

THE PROPHETY,

——

GaoLer.—" Come Sir, are you ready for death?
Postiusus —Over-roasted rather; ready long ago.
GaoLsr.—Hanglog is the word, 8ir; if you be
ready.” ‘
CyMBELINE, ACT v, SCENE Il

¢ Ta aramble,”’ eaid the Eleventh Jurar, ¥ which
1 once made to visit the many beautifut lakes, that,
far away from the ordinary route of the traveller,
lie hidden in the depth of wild and lexely moun-
tains in the County of Clare, I'wns entertained one
night, ut the house of acountry gentleman, Captain
0'Ke'ly of Kilgoblin upon whose hospitalty accideat
had thrown me, He had overtaken me in the midst
of a thunder shower while endeavouring to make my
way through a mountain pass leading from one of
the lakes, und observing that I was, like himself,
on foot, and drenched with rain, he kindly brought
me to his residence, which offered the only shelter
within mavy miles. During the very plessant
evening I passed thore, which I shall ever recollect
with feelings of enjoyment, my att:ntion was par-
ticularly caught by the apperance of a wild, gruy-
faced, hwkward looking serving man, wha waited
upon us at table, He moved backward and for-
ward, performing bis part with the utmost assidnity
and interest; but the expression of his countenance
never lost its sednteness, nor indicated the slightest
diversionof bis mind from the duty he was engag-
ed in, Al tae amusing sto.ies of my good-natured
host, a8 well as some happy &-says,if I may so call
them, of mioe own ta pass the wiloter's night, failed
to elicit even the subdued smile in'which the merri-
ment of the table, becoming fainter and fainter as
it reaches the confines of the apartment, so often
expires npon the construined? countenance of the
footman. Even when conducting me to my room
at bed-time, and assisting me to undriss, fie pre-
“gerved the same mild, taciturn manner, spenking
only when obliged to reply to any interiogatory of.
mine, snd then in as few words ag the occusion
would admit of My curiosity war very much ex:
cited by a demeanotr g0 unusus}; Lbut seeing no fit
means of satisfyiogit, and being greatly fatigued
after the cxertions of the day, 1 turned into bed,
nad was soon butled in & deep and dreamless sleep,
I caonot tell exactly what time might have passed,
when I wos startled bya loud jingling nolse, like
the falling of fire-irons upon a flagstone. It was
gucceeded by momentary silence, nnd atterwards by.
sounds as if gome one was endeavouring to compose
a giddy poker ond tongs in their place by the
hizarth., Another- short pause followed, and then
came the murmurof a voice as if engaged inalong
" wecital. The hour was 8o exiraordinary for any.
colioquy aud the murmur coutinued so long, thas I
graw sumewhat uncasy; and resolved - to acertnin
from whence it proceeded. Desconding:. the etairs
-in the dark, aud creepinyg cautiously -alonga cold
pasenge, I found myself.at the door of the kitchen,
which stood half oper,-avd disclosed to my view the
~ figure of the grave gerviog manon his kntes near
" tha Bre, holding o atiing ‘of: beads in his-left hand,
‘aud- beating his breast unmercifully - with his right.
He was looking towaris the ceiling and praying in
- an unsuppressod-tone of voice, .but he ran. over. the
..-wards so rapidly, that I.could only.catch the conclus-?
- - ion.of each sngplication, which as if to avoid themon-
., otony, was elightly ,varied in' the  repetition.: The
: 4 G ey sl .
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heartfelt aad imploriag tone in which these words
were uttered, and the fervent manner in which he
struck bis chest at the termination of each senteoce
seemed to imply sowe deep apprehension of impend-
ing evil, which the vnfortunate man could bardly
hope to escape.  Impressed with a feeling of strong
sympathy for his unhappiness, I was about to retire
when his prayers. taking a new direction, again
arrested my attention, He begzed that every pos-
sible blessing might attend on his master and
mistress, that their guardian angels might always
protect them from harm, and in conclusion, but in a
fainter and mora atecting voice, he implored the as-
si:tance of the grace of Heaven that before he di-d
himself, e micht bring his heart to forgive his
bitter ecnemy and destroyer, Will Wiler. Wonder-
inz what surpassing injury the latter couid buve
done him tn occasion stich deep feelings of resent-
ment, or what circumstance could have led to his
apprehensive aud desponding state of mind, I at
length returned to bed, and mideight having
resumed its quict, endeavoured to win back the

unconsciors sleep which had been so unceremon- |

iously driven ofl by tbesoundof thz tallhg tire-
irons.”

Several hours had passed, when 1 was startled
anew by loud voices appareutly in violeat slterca-
tion beneath my window. springing from the bed,
and hastily withdrawing the olid-fashioned heavy
mor2ep window curtains, [ perceived ata little dis-
tancs upon the lawa, in the bread moraing sunlight,
the sad faced little man, to whose devotion [ had
been a witness inthe nighttime. Hie chatmoter and
appearauce were, however, entirely changml his
countenance was ioflamed, bis ¢yes sparklinz, aud
he stond in a threatening attitude, urmned with a
large stone, opposite an ugly deformed, little person,
wbo uppeared rather amused than alarmedat the
ferocious louks direct=d towards him.

“ Get out o' my sight, vou hump-backed viliian”
exclaimed the enmaged domestic,

% Eyeh, what's the matter, Morris?” returned
the deformed, quietly, elevating his arm a little,
as he spoke, lust the stone might enexpectedly teach
him.

“Get out of my sizht azain, you
Daae,”

“ Begannies, tisn't easy, Morris : you
a sharp eve on onc”

#1 tell youl'm dangerous.”

“1ix, vou look like it, any way ! I never
seeyou in :siteh a passion since the duy at Clonde-
gad.”

1t ssemad a3 {$ the name of the lacality just ad-
verted to bad some peculiarly inraticg association
concected with it, as it brovght the indiznatien of
the party addressed to a sudden climax, andthe
stone, which had been long poised uncertainly in
the air, was Wt onge prajected through the inter-
venimg =pace aad passing close to the Hump-
Pack car, left it o matter of doubt for some mo-
ment whother it bad aot clipt off a porlion of that
orgnn.

Havipg satisfied himself that no cousidersble dam.
age was done, the Humpback lovked vp with appar-
vut astonishment at his assailant,

i Why, then, [ wondher at youeutirely Mr, Moran'!
I5 it to murther me you want?”

Morris's countenance abated nothinz of its fury
his fice zrew more red, bis mouth fuamed, and bis
eve wardered from potnt to point in search of an-
other missile.  But not seeing one within reach, he
claoced furivugly aguin at the deformed, and skak-
ing kis clenched fist at him. exclaimed:

1 tell vou once more, you vagavoud of the earth,
bewarc o' me! go alony about your business! put
the sids of the cuantry betune us, or I'll be the duath
o' you,”

% Yec that, now," reteracd the impeiturabls hump-
back ; ¢ there's nothing will taich some people—'tis
by sitch coorses one is led to the gatlis.  Yeuougat
to know that, Morris!”

¢ Y'ou ought to know it better ypourself, yeu un-
hanged sinner—tis often you carned i, late and
early spying and murtbering, and betraying inuotent
craythurs fhat arn’t cute enough for you. NSayzun
when, sayzar, hulloo—!.alloo—halloe. yood dog,
good dog=—~bhlalov, hulioo, halloo !

These last fuw words were adidressed to a Luge,
shaggy newfonndland coz who, hearing au ajtcrea-
tion going on, sprung freza du adjoining wall to in-
quire into the merits ef theafluir. Discovering that
one of the house of Kilgobbin bad been subjected to
soms unprralleled ill-usvage, whicl be inferred
from Morris's indiznant looks wud g stares, he in-
stantly started in pursuit of the ofiender. The lat-
ter, whose tantalizing equonimity of manuer, un-
der all the opprobrious epithets heaped upon bim,
might have uggravated the irc ot 8 saint, lost all
disposition ¢o continue his bantering, when he be-
held the wide-mouthed animal Loundlng towards
him, and eefuacd with evident terror at 80 unlooked
for an abtack, fled acrosa the lawn, with  speed
perfectly astonisping, in o person whose 111-1'xmde
limbs seewned so little ndnpeed for flectness, Cisar
however, was no woy lazy in the puruit, while the
trinvmphant Mor:is proesed after him pantinzand bal,
looing, sometimes puusing to take breath, some-
times to clap hands und encourage him, by grntle
suggestions of the manner in which hs was to treat
tae offender 8s soon a5 he overtonk him, That's
right, Sayzur—tear him, boy—tear him—good dog
—hallloo—halleo—halloo.’ .

Alurmed lesgsuy ssrivus infury might be inflict-
ed on the unfortunate fugitive, by so ferocivus
looking. 8n animal, I throw on my clothes, and,
nreyiny down stairs, I found Captain O'Eelly
alrerdy 1o the breakfast pavlour.  On describing the
scenp to which Ihad been s witness, and expres-
¥ng my apprehensions for the fate of the Hump-
back, he fell {nto immoderate fits of - laughter,
recovering from Which, he assured me old Will
Wiley, us he called him, would sufi-v uo other 1o
jury from the chuse, than the long rum. ot his own
torrora might bring upon him. © Casar,” he gald,
“ wng  mosthumane dog, whose worst threatenings
alwavs ended in mere souad and fury, Having re-
Jated what [ had seen in-the,night, and the pathe-
tic manner in which the melancholy Blorris deptor-

informing

Keep sitch

.ed his unestiguisheble resentment aguinst this

game Will Wiley, the Cuptain informed me that the
story of their falling out was not only ar intcresi~
ing but a'very ciirious “one, and requesting me to

eatertained me

with the following narrative, .~ * .

‘tha courtry breaking

THE PROPHECY.

_Morris Momn lived on the outskirts of a retired
ﬂ.llage, io the county of Clare. He was an jodus-
trious, harmless, quiet little man ; and though, like
Saocho Punza, not nowilling upon occasion, when
passion prompted, to punish an adversary at fisty-
cuffs, he had the reputation of being a very timid
and apprehensive lLeing. He could not well be
called a coward in the usual acceptation of that
term, for ke felt no sense of shame or iodiguity in
any eftort, which he conceived it his duty to make,
to escape personal danger, and would willingly, in
such instances, have every thought or feeling of his
mind published at the rarket crose. le conld
never, inde:d, conceive the object or utility of that
self-appreciation which makes men fo very captious
of indiznity, nor had he a notion of that enthusias-
tic passion for earthly fame, which leads the soldier
to seck

—& The bubble reputation
Even at the cannon’s mouth.”

True glory with him [ay either in avoiding or dex-
terously escaping from danger; and his most im.
portant study, from the time he bepan to reason,
was to discover how he tould bert fultil the primary
Inw of nature—sel(.preservation. This Le consi-
dered to be no such easy matter as it was beld to be
by ordinury persons.  On the contrary, with all his
care, and vigilance,and foresight, the multiplicity
of ways by which a wan may be put of existence,
made it seem excessively difficult for bim to ac-
complish his purposc of remnining a denizen of this
snblunary sphere for any ceusideralle length of
time. By a life of exercise and temperance, he
might, perhaps, for some vears escape the evile of
disease; by never venturing on ship-board, he
might vacape drowning ; by the ready ezress from
bis little cabin, which two frail doors aflurded, the
danger of & conflagration might be averted, and a
quiet harmless hife might, ut least for a period pro-
tect him from the perils of the law. But what was
to preserve him from the (housand incidental dan-
gers inreparable from the circumstances of human-
ity—subject to have his cabin entered by Terryalts®
at any hour of the night—to be waylaid by mur-
derers on the hizhway returning from fair or mar-
ket—to be run over by a restive horse—to be gorged
by a furiots bull—or to have a fivsure made in Lis
skull, by the falling of a slate from a house top in
the great town,  The shades fn fact of a hundred
deaths stalked through his imagination like the
«hosts by Richard's couch, whenever be ventared
to calculate the pusitive chances in favor of a pro-
longed existence : a ealculation, indecd, not usually
cetered into by the wass of mankind, (sctuarics of
inzurance comparirs cxecpted) with that grave
cousideration which its deep interest muite.

But of wll the ministers of death, in & world ont
of which rome one hourly makes an uuexpected
exit, none apgeurcd so frightful to him us the im-
plements of anman waifare; and of all those im-
piements, none so specially terrific ag the barselled
gun, When one of these happened accidentally to
be placed near him, he would often breal out of
some tit of musing, and gaze upon it with all the
perplexity which one migzht be supposed to feel in
investigating the end and aim of some complicated
picce of machinery, when first introduced amoung
men. He would view the lock and screws and
various devices, with a suspicious wonder ; he
would, with a sort of nervous creeping, tix his at-
tention npon the trigger, whose dreadful clivk was
50 often tle forerunuer of blood and slaughter ; or
look down in palsied horror, like o fascinuted bird,
iuto the small dark mouth of the barrel, as if he
thought tire and thund.r, without any human
agency, might sudderly issue from its secrut re-
cesses, Hy sowdtimes, too, pondered in no little
amazement on the prospect which a quiet monk
could have proposed to himself in the invention of
gun-powder, and was never fully convinced that
such contrivances ot discoveries originated in any
thing beyond the mere pastime of busy and inge-
nious minds, until he saw an account of the con-
struction of Mr, Peikins' celebrated steam guo,
whicl was capable of destroying fo many hundred
men a minute, He heard this invention so highly
npplanded by most persons, and spoken of disparag-
ingly only by those who doubted its application on
a lnrger scale, or the probability of its effecting an
extent of slaughter proportioned to any incresse of
maguoitude, that he begnn at length to suspect man
svas 8 much more bloody and ferovious animal than
he had atall imagined,

The eatly period of Morris's lifo was the golden
passage of his exlsteace, during which he Lknew
neither paia ncr trouble. When in the gloom and
mistrust of after times he glanced back in recollec.
tion over its many sunny hours, he felt as it the
better age of the world hud gone by with his boy-
hood, and the future was to be to bim one dark
struggle with the iron destinies of R corrupt gen-
cration. Alas! for the day's whén he sprung from.

mind that in some degree influenced his after for-
tunes.

It happened on some one of those long-gone
Novemlwr eves, which, white vet a youth, he had
spent in big father's cabin, that a number of pur-
gons, young and old, were gathered round a bluzing
fire, » merry making, in honor of the festival. It
was a scene of fun and uproar varely surpassed even
or: 50 moving a night. At one side of the hearth-
stone were sly-faced muidens, intently watching
the burning of some nutg, with which their for-
tunes were wound up, and giving netice now and
thed, when an explosion took place, by peals of
lnughter reverberated from the rafters.  Atthe other
was a party egnally delighted at the merry game of
suap-apple,and in the centie of the floor, most
boisterous of all, the younger fry stripped to the
waist, amusing themaelves by diving their heads
into a tub of water, after a huge flonting red.streaic
which was to become the prize of him, who shonld
bring it up in his mouth, Bebind the revellers,
aund a little apart, were scated the grave and rever-
end seniors of the assembly, with their ancient
partners, who cntered into the enjoyments of the
several groups, with all the zest of earlier life,
though displayed in a more subdued and quiet
mauner, Time, it is admitted, will bide no wan’s
bidding, and the happiest hours must have an end.
Ag the night wore awny, the spirits of the gayest
began to fing, the mirth became fainter, and several
of the guests puceessively departed for their homes.
The tired few who remained, gathered more closely
round the decnying fire, and endeavored to repel the
advances of approaching sleep, by recounting
strange stories of ghosts ur fairies, to one another.
A deuf and dumdb old woman, a fortunc-teller by
profession, who rat huddled up in a coraer, dead to
the absorbing interest of the wooderful legends
which engaged the attention of all around her, was
the first whose drowsy netes gave notice of her pas-
fage to the land of dreams. As an example so
tempting was portentive of a close to their night's
amuscment, it was at ence agreed upon to awunken
her, and for the move effectual prevention of a re-
turn of the drowsy influence, to invite a display of
her propheric ekill in reference to the fortunes of
the little party. Old Vaurin, (so the dummy was
called), evinced sundry symptoms of displeasure
at the unceremonions disturbunce, and it was
only after many humiliating apologivs on the part
of the principals, und with much peevish asperity
of manuer, that she at Jast condescended to reveal
those mysterious destinies, which to ordinary mos
tals, lie profoundly hidden in the future. Mo:ris
bappened to be the first who was pointed out to her
as an interesting study. She fixed her eves on him
with & look of intense scrutiny that made Lim
shrink back from the circle—paused for a few min-
uter, looked down thoughtfully, and then guzed
upou him ngatn. 1u alittle while, she turned from
bien, Lioke a small branch or red from a broom that
lny near her, and smoothing tbe ashes on the
hearth at ber feet, began to trace lines in it. The
deepest silencu {ell upon the group,as they watched
with anxious curiosity, the progress of her sketeh,
Lut nothing could equal their astonishment, or
Liorrix's borrer, when there uppeared, clearly deli-
ueated on the smooth grey surface before thum, a
lofty gallows, Some, who had little faith in the
fortunc-tellers gift of prescience, were nmauzed at
the occurrence, but the credulovs majority, fully
assured of her power, gnzed upon the fenrful design
with feelings of awe und apprehension. Many of:
fered serious conjectures—not iudeed as to the na-
ture of the prediction, fur that was tooapparcnt, but
as to the manner in which it was possible for an
honest boy like Morris to be brought toso nefarious
an end; while others, treating the matter more
lightly, bandied jokea Luck and forward, touching
the large produce of hewp for the yenr, the skill of
certain persons {n omious slip-koots, or the expert-
ness of their performances, on grent public ovea-
aionr. No ope distingwisbed himself more for the
brillianay of his wit in the afiair, than a little Hump-
backed shoemaker, lnown by the name of Will
Wiley, a sort of rustic, Sir Malachie Malgrowther,
whose happiest moments geemed to grow out of the
miseries of his neighbors, After all the most obvious
points of aunoyunce to poor Monis were worn out, tho
Humpback observed,ina consaling toae, “that the old
coman, sure as she always was, might be out in her
reckoning for once, and that even if she was right,
the unlucky day might perbaps coma late In life,
and give him a longer run than many who died in
their beds. 'T'was a shame to be down on the boy
that way, sure all must die, young nnd old, hiand-
gsome and contrairy. The puly guestion that was
of renl consequerce co Morris was the time it was
to happen, for, natherlly cnough, no one likes to
be cut off in the blenm of bis days’! It may be
imnpined the tffect such consoling observations had
on the mind. of n simple, timid, superstitious lad
like Mort’s., He sumroned up sufficient resolution
at first %o join in the general merriment, pretendiog
to replard ‘the affuir as mere pastime; but be soolt

hls bed in the morning, like the lo2k from the neat,
as tlc élanting beams from the eastward brough
aunouncement of the dawn’ when he whistled
along the tivlds amidst dew und perfume oud bealth-
bLreathing ntrg, too full of the blessings which ne-
ture ofters to us so fakly and often ‘so vainly te en-
tertain un earthly care of sorrow, when he whirled
his hurly on the soft green turf, and reat the ex-
ulting ball bounding away from its pursuers; or
essnyed at innocent display in the evening dauce,
when all the happy young heart of the village were
assembled round the bag-pipes at the meeting of
the roads. There were then nn police—no soldiery
to disturb his thoughts by dag, or bring bim an un-
quiet dream by hight. Thy plough was seen divid-
ing the furtows, or the sande turning up the roil,
where dragoons were niterwnrcs seen daily-gallop-
iog with brandislied Grondsword in pursuil of the
terror-stricken peaantry, and the toil-worn laborer
rested ou the hill xide on bis- way home, watching
the sun going dr,wn in the far waters of the west,
without fear of.the Curfew. L
Before teuching on the events of the perilous’
times mors strictly connected with our present
story, it is necessary to sdvert 10 an incident,
which, though occurring iu the earlier and happier
period of Morris's life, made &n imprcssion on bis

_+ Associated bands of disturbers who went round

grew fidgetty, his humor appeared congt'mincd and
uraaturzl, and at length assumed so piteons An ex-
pression, that it became quite ludicrgus. _Ulmblc
any longer to suetain his expiting spirits, his coun-
tepance fell, and with pale cheek and cognprusscd
lip, hie shruuk back iuto the corner, opposite to the
fortune teller, the devoted and unresisting victim of
the party,
Thece was but one person of all present who took
no pact in this usmerciful persecution, — B nERT
neighbor of Morris', numed Peter Nocten. He wa4
much abonut his own age, sat upon the same form
with him in school, and was bis constant play{uilow
out of it. Poseessed of ectreness, and much less
timidity of character than Moriis;he felt the grentest
jndigoation at the crucl” bantering directed ngainst
‘his friend, nud had much diffienlly in restrnining
himself fiom openly declaring bis feelings on the
subject. His reserved manner did not escape the
notice of his companions, why, looking upon 1t a8 &
tacit condemuation of their praceedings, resolved by
common accard te make him their pext victim.—
The futare destiny of Peter was, therefore, instantly
‘demanded of the fortunc teller, and tha more stren-
uous his objections to tempt an ingniry which bad
proved so distressing to bis friend Morrig, the more-
resolved did they appear to over-rula-them. . 0ld,
Vauria, ever since the conclusion of her terrifio pre-

into houses, selzing fire-arme,
&e, &c, B R

‘diction, was ocenpled apparently in watehing the.
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Hlickering light of the burning bogwaod on the
hearth stone, with an expression of quiet satisfac-
tion. She now, however, lovked up as if to leart
who nuxt was about to make inquiry of coming
events, and though unable to hear a single word
that wus uttered by the pacties, evidently compre-
bhended the gencral bearing of the discussion and’
the relative situation of the two friends and theis
tormentors,  Peter’s silence, Lis resentful expression
of vountenance, and utter disrelish of her art had not
escaped her, and it was with a look of vindictive
pleasure she now suw him dragged forward by the
boisterous muerry makers before the full light of the
fire, thut she might more faithfully read the lines
which destiny hud drawn in his angry countenance
After scrutinizicg his features for a time, with the
same fixed look which she had assumed in exumin-
ing Morris Moran's; she again smoothed the ashes
on the hearth, and commenced & second skereh.—
The interest was now more intense than before; the
stoopini fuces met in & condensed crescent over the
dummy's shoulder, and when the drawing was sofli-
ciently advanced to admit of a conjucture as to the
intention, & universal cry burst from nmong thet.
There was the gallows agaio, but in addition to it,
cloee to its foot, was distinctly described a coftin
with the I»tters ', N, on the lid, DPeter, notwith-
standing his naturad strength of mind and his mis-
trust of all such pretensions to forekoowledge, was s
little startled at the result, lut speedily recovering
his vonfidence, resoutely declared, “that he did not
care a rush what any ould hag like ber ud draw,
thut she Kuew oo more than himself what was to
happen in the world, and that, if she met what she
desersed, shedd be shut up in the jail be the mugis.
trates for her lies and mischicf muking.” Ther-
wis a zeneral exclamation against Lhis disbelicf of
the my-terious gift of fortune telling and the con.
tempt 50 uphesitatingly expressed of the uncon
scions dummy.  Supdry stories were related of the
fulfilment of many of her former extrordinary pre-
dictions, which seemed at the time as improbable na
those now ziven : and such irresitible evidenc: was
fiually acctumalated, that none but the moat hard-
encd infidel could longer entertain a doulit on the
subject. The coertainty of the dummy's prescience
being thus satisfactorily settled, the interest of dis-
cussion naturally turned upon the interpretatiorn.
which should be given of the two designs.  They
diffored only in the circumstance of a coffin hav-
ing been represented at the gallows foot, in the
slewch referring to the fate of ['vter Nocten. The
gencal vpinion apprared to be, that the gallows ir
the thist tketel only  indicated Imminent danger ot
death by suspension for Mortis, but, us thers was o
coflin, that Le would finally escape, while the kecond
design cleadly intimated that the party would not.
only Le brought to the gallows, hut would netually
snflor there. Morris, forgetiul of the fate to whisd,
this explunation doomned the unfortunate Poter, filt
for a while ux if a heavy fond was tuken of his heart
The relied, however, proved of shorl continwnoce .
for the cobler, who had beun attentively Hstening:
to the various interprefufions proposed, declared his
aissent from them all; and, tooking nt Morris in &
moelnncholy manner, observed; ¢ that it went to his
heart to say it, but what they were thinking of
waan't at ali the maneing of the picthers the ould
comau hud drawn in the ushes,—be wished to hea-
ven it was,—but there was no goleg again the wil !
o' providence, and it was our duty to submit fo what-
ever Jot was orthered for ux, be it goud or evil —
What dos 1t signify, after al),” continued he, # whe-
ther a man gets cluistinn burial or no, when onct
the Lreath is out of the body.”

“ Oh ! murther, alive! Will)" exclnimed anothker
humetist, who fully comprehended what the Hump-
back was driving ut, and was Jesirous of impressing
it more fully upou Morris' mind—* you dun't mnin
that aythur of the poor boys wor't get berricd in
holy ground alongside their ancestbors, or what is
it you understand bo it ?"

“ 111 tell you, then,” returned Will, ¢ and 'tis tde
real manviog, and nothing <lsw; for F'd bu loth to
have Morris desaived about what it is of sitch con-
sequence to him to know. When we don't know
onr exd, God belp vr, and whnt we're sufler, ’tis
thinken more of the doens of this world we arether
of how we're {o take our lave of it. ‘The two gal-
lowses signify that they'll both be hanged—the
Lord betune us and harm! Motris I muin, aod
Pether.  The coftin at the foot o' the gallows in the
drawing for Pether, is o sign, that after he's cut
down his body ‘ill be given to his friends to be burried
nathurally, like any christhisn. But there being
no coffin in the drawing for  Morris, betokens that
his corpse ‘il be kept over by the sherifis for the
surgeons to dissect it.”

This interpretation was received with o cry.o.f
horror, and the eyes of the whole party were in-
stinctively turned upon the devoted Morris, who
waxed poler and paler in the fitful firelight uatil
bis motionless features and palsicd stare looked so.
ghastly that some of the tender-hearted -of ‘those
about him became alarmed, and repented of the ex-
treme to which they had carried their persecution.
"Phe Impression the discussion had made on Peter's
mind did not so readily appear,  His features were
perhape paler thuu vatural, but they anderwent no
other alteration, whether from a natural firmnese of
wmind, or the momentary resolution arising trom a
desire to disappoint his tormentors. A8 foop, how-
¢ver, as he found himself becomiog an object of
such unenviable interest, ho-started uvp and flung
hiwmself from the circle around the fire with much in-
dignation. [In the preclpitancy of the movemert,
his foot coming upon the paw of ‘a terrier dog, who
lay snoring behind him, the irritated animal, in the
anguish of the moment, seized bim Ly the calf of
the leg, and inflicted a decp wound. Peters in-
valuntary ery started every one, and, ou learning
the ipjury be hud suffered, much real sympathy was
excited, nnd the tide of ill-nature, which had been
setting against him the whole' evening, now fowed
in his faver full of kindness and interest. Even
the malicious Humpback scemed melted to some
shéw of humnnity when be beheld-the streams of
blood ruuning down Detor's leg and his features
fixed and coptracted with the pain. Several asgistcd |
anxiously in dressing the wound, . but although b‘l;/

suffering wus soon allayed aed the leg bandegedup)/ -

;th'ere seemed ‘to be no "disposition  to renew thy -
“amusements ¢f the night } guest-"after guest ropid}
took leave, and Peter, at lust, leaning upon J®
aft

*A vatjety of, q_’ple. ¥
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friend Morris, proceeded for hi own bhome,
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