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THE LASI' MAN
DY A SEAFARER.

A sunal] iî'oîi, f u]l-rigged sliip was
latitude 10 degni as ncrth ef tir( equatc
outward boumid for a Nùw Zealand pJi
Thc sun wouhI be satting iii an liou
alneady lii-3 disk was rayless and cf a dla
anîd angry gold, anîd luis reflection la>'
n lnoad anid %vaving clazzle upon tlîe weï
cmn swell. A pdeasant drauglît of ai
blowing softly over the port quarter, Li
kopt the ligitcr canvus sleepinîg aIl t]
aftemaoem, IMut th(, lower sails liung i
and clowui, anîd, Lis the ship leaned uja
the gomîrl undulations, tlia tendcer swin
ing of their feuds waftcd cool curren
over the fevered docks, as tleugh soum
gigantie puiikah-wallah, pcrcloed aloi
were faninug tire 5151. Tire deep biue
the sca, scancely wrnukled b>' tire Ireez
stretclied arourîd, and tuire water-linco w.
like an azure cunctune claspcd, wlîere t]
glory of tuhe sunt ]îuîîg, 1>' a plate, cf golc
but oer the side the wator was cýf î
e:squisite transparent greeni, in wliicî yc
couIli sc tua> ictal lull cf the vess
wavcning til] a bond Iiid it, and it wL
eneugli te possess a mnan, half-blind(
witl the Ilat tiat camne cff tilt Iras>
glane uuîder t]îe sln, u-itl a caueiîture 1
lock inte the glass-like eriorald prefeuni
and to, think cf the coelness auîd swee
nesa te le get by a lazy floating in ti
serene surface cf that fntleuîiless deptl
All thc aftonooî it lad bean blowimîg
soft air, with mîow anmd again a strei
fold tirat; came out cf thc îiontheast wit
a parchimug. taste iii it that iniglit lam
made it passa for the expiu'ing Ireath of
rush of atniospheric heat frein some blas
furnaco liddcui beliiîid the sea ; but our
fclt tlîat the draughts could not lonmg ou
last the sinkinig cf tire Sun, whîe ardmue
was alowly sucking out ail life from thi
air. Alm'aoLdy iii the soîuth tule iwatu-lini
ruled the decp violet cf tire sky with
burnîslîed surfuace, betwixt wldcli auîd thi
hoavens tiiore was a tncînîlimg of hoat i
which tuîe bina swam ta a lieiglît of fou
or five degrees. Just whore that treumîr
bous appearance was you saw a shinin
spock, thc topmnast sails cf a ship disceui
ncctod by rofractions fromn the ncst cf tii
fabric ; the>' looked througlî the glasý
bike kites flying in tice air ; and if then
was anytluing iii this world ta eniphasiz
the vast oxpanse cf tire ocean it was thos
timi> poiunts cf canvas wheni one caie t,
think Ilow sinaîl a haîîdful cf miles iva
needful to sink the big vessel eut cf siglit
te renden invisible a bull full of peopl,
peruaps, and ]oaded witlî cargo of a vain,
sufficient to render a thiousand paon fan
ilies hîappy and independeuit for lii
ashore. StilI tire breeze centimîucc Ilow
imîg softly as tire sui sauîk. TIare îver(
wrinkles round tice stem cf tire little mr
clipper, and the surface of tire green cleuin
noss aven tice side was strewuî witlî bul.
bles tîat gleamned like emeralda and
diamonds and rubies betweeu tire shadom
of thc slip and the liglut off the sea ak
tlay veered alewly astermu inte the lan.
guid, iridescent wake. it was a pretty
sigît te peer from uuîden tire short awmî-
ing te up alcft, amîd muark tire stunsails
spreading fmrthen and funthen as tIc>' de-
scended, tilI thc neflectiomi cf thc great
white square of cboths streteliec b>' thc
swinging-boom sllone like a sheet cf silven
under thc black spar ; and wheneven the
shlp lifted te tIc swell tIare wculd cerne
fnorn aleft a sound of pattering reef -pointa
and the quiet bcating cf butlines and the
iow clatten of repe against nope, which,
witl the aid of the brook-bike murmun cf
thc rippling water at tIe bews, mnigît
lave passed for a stirring of fallenr loaves
distunhed in tiroir slady place b>' a sud-
dia passage cf wind betwixt the dark
tnunks of trocs and ovon tire cool turf.

It was the second dog-watcî. No work
was doing, and tIe heat was tee, great for
an>' kind cf diversion. One saw a nurn.
ber, cf open-breasted, mossy-bosorned sea.

mon overhanging the forecastie rail, pi

i wa m th ith drowsy eyes sleepily loo

lwthroaty murmur of voices fioated
fromn forward, where the black coo
standing in tho galley door, was argui

in with a Dutch sailor. There was a fari
)r, Yard noise, too, of rnuttening hiens, mix
iýt. with the routing and grubbing grunt of
r ; pig or two, auîd a strange eastern bir
rk secured by the log, was clawing with bec
in and talons up and down a fathomt or t~
it- of forestay, whilst in a hoarse sea-no
ýr, lie'dsing out now and again: "Sail h
id blcss nîy eyes !bear a ]land ! sail lio
[ie righit aft on tire quarter dock, visible fro
îp the weatlîcr aide of the forecastie und
)Il the lifted clew of the mainsail, stood t]

g- hliansnan gripping the wheel, and gna
ts ûIî upon a quid in his cheek, with niai
le a roll of his gleaining oes alof t and thi
ýt, into the compass-bowl and then upon t]
of sca ; the brighitness camne off the water
0, a scarlet tremble uponr his figure, ai
as often lie would tip his Scotch cap on t]
i e back of lis hlead to paus the length of Il
1 ; ariai from the wrjst to tire clbow over Il
ai strcaiig brow. The captain, a re
)u faced main in a straw hat, aîîd with
ù 1 Maniilla cheroot in hlis mnthr, pacoci tl
is dock fromn the mizzen riggmng to the ta
)d rail; the chief mate, who liad charge
iy the watch, walkcd iii the gangway, an
te tue second mate, seated on tire ma
1, ]îatch, was omptying his third and la
t- sooty pipe. Slowly the sun sank, brigh
le eîîing out the heavons to far beyond tù
i. zenith into an amazing glory of scarli
a anîd red and orange, mnelting inite a su
,r p>hurous tinge tlîat died out into a del
h ctte green sky, which in its turu &eepel
'aecd into blue and violet and indigo whoîr
a the ocean mot it in theoueat, with a sta
t- or two glistening where tire lovely ]lc
Le was deepest. A tropical evening, indeoz
t- and you saw tire silver speck of the hic
y dcii ship's sails treînbling above tire lier
oe zon and oatching the farewell ray ofti
co Settiîîg luiîînary wlîoso lighi wvent shjl
a pîîîg levol to it front tire brow of oîîe swe
.a to another until it was like a drol) o
nl blo0nd ýn color aîîd hung like thre radiant
.r of a distant liglithouse, though tire ashe
i- eastern shadow closed down upon i
guswiftly, and mielted it into thin, gray air

L-w]ile tire loftiest of our own clipper'
e sails were still on tire with ihe ricli hecti
s of the west, and tire ropes, like gold wire
c and the greased topgallant and noya
c masts, and whaever else showod a pel
e ished surface up aloft, twinkling wit]
LD ruby stars. Darkness swiftly follows th
s descent of thc suit in tiiese parallels

1there was no twilight, and thre night la:
B in a dusky spangled fold in the eost er
a the suni lad fairly trailed the skirts of hii
- golden robe off the low-down western sky
3The moon would not risc for anothen tw(

- hoiirs; but the darkness and the coolnosi
- ere wonderfully sweet aften tire long

i spoîl of roasting daylilht. The dew fol
*titi the stars made pearly flakes of it upor
*the raiis and skylights; and the gentle

1 breeze still blew, thouh with an even-
*waning bneath. The ripples now ran in
i nes of .fire froi the ahip's bow, and
strango green sthadows, like the vapor
nising from melted tin, brightened and
dinuîiied in cloudy puifs in the siants of
thé, inky swells, and you saw tendrils and
stalks and leaves of phospiionie racliance
eddying in the hlbs of tire shipas wake,
and glimmering along the lines which
marked the breadth of the ebony path
sile was sailing along. ']Phen in armies
the stars overran the velvet-black hoa-
vents, with _pianeta shining in blues and
greens, and dropping pointa of quiokailver
into the clark waters, whist above thran
the glittering dust of counitleus worlds lay
thick as Ba nd, and often a narnow spaco
of the Vast domo would flash eut in nadi-
ance to the bursting of a moteor,1 whWse
rnementary brigîfi uhining would seemîo
flnd an echo, se to apeak, in a dim violet
glane of lightning down in the southeast.

Two bella-9 o'olock-were atruck ; one
heard the ningigg chimes hollowlytrw

d nward out of the. aili. £ d.ad ol~m

pe lîad fallen, the ship lay iii a deep slumber enough, " was the answor, delivered in ak- upon the gently breathing bosom of tire terne full of awe. Suddenly a dinii, luin-
a ocean, and nothing seenied awake but thc inous, gray Iiaze fleated up into tîo eaut-aft tlrobhîîîg stars. Not above four miles cru sky ; it brightened into yellow aîîdk, lîad beauî îîeasured since the darkness thon into a kind of a sullon fadoci rad;ng caine down, and now that'thc niight was and iii a few nmoments tice uppor- libi ofal- breatless, witlî a threat; of cat's-paws- the inoon jutted up, a pale ciinîsoiî, witlted on no account ta le noglecteci on eitlîer a light that made an indigo lino of the*a bow and alI around, the captaiîî gave in- horizon under lier, aîîd as aile soarod oite'd, stnuctioîîs for the sternsails ta le takeîî saw the wake aile loft treibling iii iluliak in aîîd stowed away out of the road of gold along the witheriîîg eboiîy of thev-o sucli boxhauliîîg of tire yards as might ho swell, till, shooting c,-Ir of tlio deep,te necessary. This made the ship lively for with a broadening of dolicate lustro areuîd0! awliile with tbe ruîîniîîg about and tire her that; quenched tire stars tsîilos1" raciiig aloft of niaked-footed mariners shot lier lavei. crinison becuîi at tua ship,n but prosently ail was silence agaiîî, the wlîose sails took the tinge of feverish rodi-or caflain lelow taking a glass of rog, the ance, anl stood out in phantasiiîal spacesie second mate quietly pacîng tire geck aft, cf îîîystical liglit against tlîe darnis andw- tlîe watch coiled up anywhene for a snooze, the stars. But spedily traîisiîiutiiig hier

îy a Sinîgle figure crect on thre forecastie, and copper iuîto silver, the lumiliary threwen the soia like a mirror full of stanlight, yet eut a fainy radiance tlîat, tic wing ta tlîeho an dark that it was like looking tlroughi a westernmost sea-line, Blhowed the circlein haze at tire lumnuaries over the wator-line. dark, and dlean ail round, and scarcoly wasid Tlînce bells were struck, aîîd scancely lîad hier bland and beautifuli illuminationî fairlylie the last vibration died whon the second kindled wlien a dozen voices shouted:is iace lîailed the forecastle: "Forward " There's a boat eut thore on tlîo starboard
is there I is thera anybody sineing below ?" bow 1 " "HRush ! " cried the captain;di- " Nobody singing hiere, sir, ,came back and arnid the silence there sitole dowuî yota the answer pnomptly. " Nonsense, man ! again te the awed aîîd astonished listeiîors,îe There's semeone singing somewlene below thc wild, mysterieus singing cf a nîiani'sff- forward, 1 tell you. Put your lead into voice, followed by a peal cf laugliton.
of the scuttle and liston." There was a 'lWell, wlîateven it may proec, it inustid pause, aîîd presently back camne thc ne- be overhiauled," said tire captaiii. " Mn.in ply : " Alî's still in the f orecastlo, sir. Burton, called seme lands af t ta lowerst Thene's ne singing in this part of the away one of the quarter-boats, and go yout- slip." Tire second mate walked tmp te and seo who it is that's singing and laugh-îe the fellewat the whecl: "Did youhean ing away eut haere in tice middlo cf tireet a mansa vuice siîîgiîg j ust now, before oean." lIn a few minutes the boat was1- the beil wuas truck 7' ",Yes, sir'." pulimg away for thc clark object ta thci- "Didni't the sound corne frntm forward 'è- left of the moon's reflection.

î-; It seeîned like it, " answered the helms- Tho wateh belew lad turiied eut and a!c man. " Rush ! thora i t is again, " cried cnowd of seamen awaited with burningir the second mate, raising his land and cuniosity the issue cf tliis singular oui-e stretching ]lis head fonward, with his car couniter. '"l1t'Il le ne nian's 'veice a1; ent teward the ferecastle. Tire seund raised tlîat there chantey, " said oîîo cf tire1-was distinîct enough-it wau tCuat of a oldest, and pnesunîiably one cf the iliost
i- husky veice uinging-but at a distance ignorant anieng theni, as tlîcy oven]îung.c tlîat muade the notes as thin and vibratony the rail. " If I'd bean ini tlh old mn'is
>- as the twanging of a jew's-hanp board place yo înight lia' turned te anîd boilodIl frein afan. lit ceased, aîîd was fellowed lire afene yon'd ha' got nie te sond a boatf by a faint, unearthly laugh, that dicd eut te it." " Why, wlîat d'ye thiiîk it isp at tire moment, whcn a suciden slîivering Bill Î', inquined aliether. " Tlîinkl 1 1nl flap of thc canvas tmp iii tire darkneus don't think ait ail. 'Taint my business te
.t seîîed like a shuddor pauuing through think. But d'yo s'pse," roplîed the aidthc slmip. " Thcne's someone singinoeand rnan, "that any mental lciîîg wif,11s laughing away eut ahead lhore, sir 1"'uleut- linteliects inside him, sudh as you aiid mûesc ed thc man en tii. forccautle, iii a voice got, 'ud tunn te and uing songa -amid 1
, that mnade oe suspect lie fait his loneli- desay cemie senga, for wliat should set.1 ness at that moment. "1What the diel- hinu larfin' ?-in a hepen boat at t]iis lîcre- ens can it le, and where dees it cerne leur of the mugît, twe or tlîrco thousand

ifromn î" exclaimed the second niate, stop- miles away fîpn land ? You lot od Bille ping te the rail and looking aven, lie kîîews what lies a talkin' about w]ii he
;peened and peered, but the nigît lay dark says that if wlat's corne acress in tlîat

y upon the water, upite of the stanlight, and there boat turnu eut ment-il halîl swalîena ne deepon siadow Bteod anywuîero upon thc biggest pain o' sea-boots that's kisack-s thîe glooming surface te indicate the pro- in' about the forecastlo." Awed l>y thesence of a vassel in the neighbonhood. aid sailer's pnopîetic cnoaking, te whiclî"1Forwarcl there 1" he uheuteci ; "do you ycaru of ruin and lard woatler lîrd coia-ssec anythiîîg?" "Nothing, sir." TIe muuîicated afonhidding, sepulchral note,watch on deck, arouscd by this haiiing, thc otlers foîl into deep silence, straining1 and gathening its import, clamterod on their eyes in thc direction cf the bonts.the lulwarks te look anound, and the cap- A haîf-houn pauued befone t]îey approuicli-
itain, hearing the second mate's voice, cd tire slip, during w]îich the seanien lad*came up fromn thc cabin. " What's the ben startled b>' nan>' hoanse auîd clnead-*matten ?" lie asked. " Thoe's been a fui cries proceeding fromn tire advaricingsouind of singimîg and a kind of laughing boats, intenmixed with sin il] and savage*following-coming fnom somewlcre ahead, laughten, and wild shouts delivortd insirm," ncsponded thc second mate. The accents thc marinons could net makiý headcaptain wcnt te the aide and took a long, non tail of. " Wall," cricd thc captain,look. " Pool ! pool 1" le exclaimed, "it0 wlien thc boats 1ecwtiîli, wa
must have beca youn fancy, sir. Singing is it ycu lave comne acrosu, Mn. Bcurton 1"and laughing 1 Wliy, wene an>' vassal ",A raving iunatic, sir)" answered thenean enougli for us te lîcar suoI noise, we mate. " He's a Spaniard, 1 thiuk.sheuld b& botind te sec lier." Ho was Tlone's a dead boy in tire bottoun of liswaiking Mer te the compass. "&There, boat that 1 neckon te be lis son. He'ssir, you have it now 1" cricd the seconîd boen shipwnecked appanent>', and there'smate. Oýnce again the samne thin, wauil- nothing te eat on drink along witl hîiming, singing, bonrowin a'ipnatunal that wo can find. It was now scon thatcharacten front thc darknesu, caine faint two of thc crew were on thc inadman'sbut clean te the slip, foliowed as boat holding lim. As the>' dnew along-befone, b>' thc saine reedy, cnoaking side the wnetched maniac began te ravelaugl. " B> leaven, Mr. Burton, fearfully, sometimes breaking off te 8ingit's mne fancy 1" cxclaimed thc captain, soîne weird, tunciesa uong, then bîunstingwheeling swiftiy anound. "But is it a into, accents fulil of heartbneakung entreat>',humnait voice, think you ? If se, wlenc in anîd aftenwand wrestling furîously withmercy'u name can it cerne £rom ? I s>', two men who, lad hld of him nîaking,my lads," callin te the mon stsring over thc boat sway her gunwalcu, and utteringthe buliworks, "'y: . se. anything V" "Net- slriek after slu'iek. It was as terrible Athiag at &1l5 air, though the. aoun«'a plain &mee au ever the, moon shone dowu upon.


