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*'B RETHREN, 'LET US JOIN IN SINGING THAT
GRAND-OLD HYMN, -HOLD THE FORT."'

Sketch from thumb-nail memnoranda madle at (lie Methodist
Church, Sirncoc..

FOREIGN POLITICS.DL'.,:R GRI11, Vour cablegrai kclIrt:ssedl "* Foreign
Capitals " found me at once. I arn always to be

found at the l'aris Bourse, or close by the London Stock
Exchange, or inside the Tzar's (ner spell thîs ", Czar -
i n niy letters if you please), or, as I wvas sayi ng, in th e Tzar*s
winter palace in St. Petersburg - in fact it w-as here your
message to scnd you a rwéof foreign politics found
meu. I bappcîîed to bu discussing that railwav accident
witli lus miajesty, and îvas try-ingý to prove te « liirn that it
îvas one of his own offcials that upset the train hy going
to sleep on the rails - the blockhcacl ! .Vou sec non, the
rcason ? Aniv Russian officiaI's head would upset a
train. R-is maijesty agreed wîth me, and a large contin-.
gént of police are to be at once transported for lîfe to
Siheria without trial 1 Serve theni right.

l-iowever, what you want is a little sketch of foreigii
polities, eh ? W ell, to begin with England, vou knoîv, of
course, that she bas got herself into a îîice mnuddle at
Suuakzin (don't spell tbat S;ainas you value my corres-
pondence.) Souakin is surrouîîded with a bowling horde:
of l)ervishes. I need îlot tell you what they are. '[bey
are mecn who spin round like tops till tbey drop-you
have heard of theni. General Sir Something Grenfell
(Fred, I think lie told mie his nainc Iças, but I w-as in a1
treniendous hurry trying to catch a P. and O. boat- on in'
way to Constantinople 'd'en 1 last saw hlmi at Cairo),
Fred Grenfeli went out and attacked themn the other day.
I-He did quite rigbt in my opinion. Why, the whole
British garrison wvas perfectly sick and giddy at just
watching those insane Dervishes spinning. Not a mani
could boîd bis tumibler tu bis lips-and tlîey ail tried
often and long.

Then there is that abomtinable East African muddle.
Sorte sav it bias ail been caused- b>' Jack the Ripper.

llow, [ cannot qui te undcrstaîid. Prol>ably surnebodv
ivili ask a question about it in the House. At ail events
the Sultan of Zanzibar-a regular fire-eater lie is-I de-
clined a letter of introduction to hlm the other day-lias
heten slaughtcring right and lcft. Perhaps /ze is the real
jack the Rip.per.-people said he was dark and Oriental
looking. Probably this is the origin of the story of the
cause of the troubles in Zanzibar.

On the whole things arc pretty lively. The C'ologne
Gazette fulrninates, (this is a pet word of Professor Gold-
win SiiitliVs), against Sir Robert 'Morier for telling secrets
to Bazaine, and Sir Robert Morier tries to, turn up bis
nuse: nt the Cologn;e Gazette, whcreat the N,ýord.Detisclie-
.41/ma,ec Zeilun, îe., the North Germnan Gazette, Prince
Bisîîîarck's seini-official organ (be sure you get ait this
riglitly printed. That Nýoe-d .Veutsche, etcetera, is a pretty
big gun, and is aîways rcftrrcd to with ail its tities, but
it is only a newspaper after ail], you know ; and not even
an illustratcd one-like GîRxP !), the N. G. Gazette (the
M. G. Gz/e' Ila lia !I rtally must show this to
bis H ighness and tell him what N. G. ineans on your side
of the Atlantic. How lie will grunt-he is too fat, and
bis militarv collar is too stîff and tighit to allow him to
laughl. Ii will do bis gout good), the N.ý G. Gazette 1
wvas sayîng. and the Flemjde;zilli7t, and the Temps, and the

Jrnlde St. Pele?-sbotl, (don'-t forget the " o "), and the
.Aloscoii Gazette, and the ,¼eeman and Uui/cd Ire/and,
and tIlt Rcicisr;i.gc'u, and the -Débats, and the Novoe

.y i~j' (for hevaven's sakec don't get the Zikvoe Vremya
wrongly spelt, howcvcr you pronounice it)-in fact the
whole continental and British press had fiery ]eading
articles on thc sulbjert at oncc-and every one of them
quoted ahl the others! But this is an c-very-day occur-
rence hcre.

Geîîeral B3oulanger continues to be elected in scores of
l)epartrnieits. How many seats lie already lias I have
not counite(l. Probably the whole French Senate will
consîst of General Boulanger precnîly. He would like
this. There would be no one to oppose hlmi in revising
the constîtution-that is what he is after. ln what direc-
tinibe wants it revised, whether towards Monarchism, or
COrlcaniisnî., or Napoleonisni, or Opportunismi, or Repub-
licanisin or nt- 1 rcls.or Commiunismn, or Ex-
trcime-Lcft-C:entre-isiii. or any other of the parties now
existing iii France, îîobocy knows. Boulangisrn is the
word now. It sounds loud-îiiouthed enough, and that is
ail that is nccded.

XViII îire more next week. Have to explain the Rus-
siaî Btudget (there is a surplus, for a wondcr), to the
Tzar niow. I-e doesn't know how to add hce only knows
hiow to suhitract -H

"HORRIBILE DICTU.1'
rrQ.jAY an rig-ly little pug

in axvindovw spied,
A scarlet rib-bon like a bib

Around bis neck Nvas tied.

H-e wore a sta,' ing, lordly air,
That spoke a hiiughty mind,

And %while 1 mar-vcled why such are
The pets of womankind,

A maid with /eaî'-ures ultra swcet
Assunîed a graceful pose,

And kissed that itg-l' littie pug
Right on bis ugly nose.

Andi since that rnie-ment filleti with ýn
My soul ia in eclipse,

For 1 have hiss-ed that pretty miss
Full often on those lips.


