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Poetry.

*NOT NOWI”

Fainter her slow step falls from day to day—
Death’s hand is heavy on her darkening brow;

Yet doth she fondly cling to earth, and say—
“I am content to die; but O, not fiow !

Not while the blossoms of the joyous spring
Make the warm air such luxury to breathe—

Not while the birds such lays of gladness sing—
Not while bright flowers around my footsteps wreathe.

Spare me, great God ! lift up my drooping brow,

Tam content to die; but O, not now!

“The spring hath ripened into summer-time ;
The season’s viewless boundary is past;
The glorious sun hath reached his burning prime:
O, must this glimpse of beauty be the last?
et me not perish while o’er land and lea,
With silent steps, the lord of light moves on;
ot while the murmur of the mountain bee
¥ (l}re_etl my dull ear, with music in its tone.
ale sickness dims my eye and clouds my brow:
&m content to die; but O, not now !”
Summer js gone,
Tint the ripe
e huntsmay
Shouts the |
Spare me ay

and autumn’s soberer hues
fruits, and gild the waving corn;
swift the flying game pursues,
h.‘:lm‘ and winds his eager horn:
1le, to wander forth and gaze
Too:.::: I‘”:‘Ol'lil meudow.s and the quiet Etream-—-
Slant thrm:' ;—’l"'c:‘ ;:lle the evening rays
Cooler the brei :‘»y :Eutnr;c:n:l:: fldy g
X am content to die; but O, not now!”
The bleak winds whistle—snow showers, far and near
Drift without echo to the whitening ground ;
Autamn hath passed away, and cold and drear
Winter stalks on, with frozen mantle bound:
Yet still that prayer ascends—* 0, laughingly
My little brothers round the warm hearth crowd;
Our home-fire blazes broad, and bright, and bigh,
And the roof rings with voices light and loud!
Spare me awlbile, raise up my drooping brow,
I am content to die; but O, not now!”

The spring is come again, the joyful spring :
Aguin the banks with clustering flowers are spread ;
The wild bird dips upon its wanton wing—
s The cliild of earth is numbered with the dead!
hee never more the sunshine shall awake,
“aming all redly through the lattice pane;
¢ steps of friends thy slumbers may not break,
or fond, familiar voice arouse again !
eath’s silent shadow veils thy darkened brow:
Why did’st thou linger? thou art happier now!”

Midland Monitor.

S—

THE LIFE AND MARTYRDOM OF THE
REV. GEORGE MARSH.
(4 Tractof the Bristol Church of England Tract Society.)

George Marsh was born in the parish of Dean, in
qle county of Lancaster. He received a good educa-
ton from his parents, but was brought up to agricul-
tural pursuits. When he was about twenty-five
years of age, he married a young woman of his own
Deighbourhood, with whom he lived some years, and.
had.several children. He maintained himself and his
faxmly at that time by husbandry, as the occapier of
2 farm, But it pleased God to take his loving and
fal'lhful wife out of this world, whose death was a
Painful cross to him; and then, as he had always a
great inclination to study, -he placed his children un-
tl:; gle_care. of his father and mother, and went to
in Diversity of Cambridge, where he much increased
dai:armng and godly virtues, and was at length s
ot tlexd by the Bishop of Lincoln, on the nomination
Chureh v. Lawrence Saunders, to the curacy of
- ea:n Langton in Leicestershire. Ile.re‘he appeared
s dil'esuy setting forth God's true religion by sound
soin '8ent teaching, in his godly readings and ser-

= and opposing the errors and false doctrines of
5 i:lml-chrlsuan Church of Rome, and not at all as
o € workman. J‘He seems to have received priest’s

ers from the Bishop of London; but it is said,
that he afterwards served the parish of Dean, and
o_ther cures in the county of Lancaster, and for some
time kept a school; and that he was learned, godly,
and diligent in his office, as a fuithful servant of the
Sl}epherd and Bishop of souls, during the reign of
King Edward the Sixth.

_When Queen Mary came to the crown, and the
Romish religion was restored, those who had been
Zealous preachers of the Gospel were everywhere
sought for, that they might be silenced, imprisoned,
and put to death. This being the case, Marsh reso]-
ved, as others did at that time, to quit the country
and go abroad to save his life. But while hg was
making his arrangements for this purpose, he wag in-
formed at his mother's house, who lived at Bolton, in
L.ancashire, that search was making for him,
him before the Earl of Derby, and examine him in
ln.atters of religion. His mother and friends entreated
him to leave the country at once; but he doubted the
Propriety of doing it, as search was making for him;
and his mind being in a state of great perplexity, he
Ceased not by earnest prayer to seek counsel of God:
ll}d was desirous of obtaining the advice of some,
friends, on whose godly judgments and knowledge he
much relied. Oune of these he met on Dean Moor
about sunset, and after consulting with him what wa;

est to be done, they kneeled down together to ask
f“"' Divine direction. When they parted, he said,

I doubt not but God will give me such wisdom and
Counsel, as shall be most to His honour and glory,

.ebeueﬁt of my neighbours, and the obtaining of
Mine eternal salvation by Christ in heaven.” The
Next morning he received a letter from an old
80d faithful friend, who solemnly admonished him by

. eans to fly, but to abide and boldly confess the
t"::l }?f Jesus Christ.  This letter so confirmed him,
cbume dete‘rmm.ed no more to think of leaving the
tu‘rbe;y; his mind which had been before much dis-
i :1 Bow became quiet and cheerful. He then
Uit ‘::“. and repeated the English Litany, as his
Knees AR .“’ With other prayers, and rose from his

ch Tefreshed; and afterwards called upon
several friends whom I E Aada b
togomfort 15! whom he desired to pray for him, z_md
 Saba M8 Nother and be good to his little child-
lllp’p o 80 took his leave of them, not without tears,
Sel bnf:‘ that they should not see each other's face

5 t; ore the last day. He then proceeded to the
by -do his mother, where he dined, and having
gre)el with her, took his leave, all of them weeping
oﬁiat Y- On the next day he gave himself up to the
Meers who had been searching for him, by whom he
Was taken to the house of the Earl of Derby at

atham,
& He.re he was brought before the Earl and his
.ouncll, a.nd asked whether he was one of those that
wl:e'd evil seefi and dissension among the people ?
. ich he denied. ~ He was then asked, By what

¢ans he had obtained his livelihood? he replied
ta:t[?e Was a_minister, and had served a cure, and

rg t a school. They again asked him, What his
: elelaf was?  He answered, that he believed in God
o, ather:, the Son, and the Holy Ghast, according
% he Scriptures of ‘the Old and New Testament do
5 ?\ ; and .the Creeds of the Apostles, of Nice, and
ot \thanasius.  “But what,” said they, ¢ is thy be-
. at"[]l the sacrament of the altar?’ He answered,
o e_behev_'ed that whosoever, according to Christ’s

Stitution, did receive the holy sacrament of Christ’s
hr:oydauq blood, did eat and drink Christ’s body and
e with a]l_ the benefits of His death and resur-
wiﬂ:"ﬂ.. to their salvation; for Christ is ever present
5 les sacrament. They then asked him, whether
bloodre:-d and wine were changed into the flesh and

e eO .Chnst, by.vn'tue of the words pron?llﬂc“?d
i, ‘limest; and if the sacrament, whether it were

o o0 OF reserved, was the very body of Christ P—

Answered, that he knew no further than he had

to bring

and desired then not to ask him hard and unprofita-
ble questions, to bring him into danger of death, and
to suck his blood. This offended them, and they
said, they were no blood-suckers, and intended only
to make him a good Christian. He was then order-
ed to write down his answers, and to state them more
plainly; but he would only write what he had said,
and that further he knew not. He then declared to
his Lordship, that he had not been in Lancashire for
the last three or four years, but had come lately to visit
his mother and children and to see his friends, previ-
ous to going out of the realm, which Be hiad purposed
doing before Easter. He therefore trusted that as he
had not offended against the laws, captious questions
might not be put to him, to endanger his life and dis-
tress his mother. He was then asked, “ Where he
would have gone?’ He said, “ Either to Germany or
Denmark.” His Lordship remarked, that * Denmark
was given to heresy, as kkngland had been; but that
the Emperor had desfroyed it in Germany.”” Marsh
then said, he trusted that his Lordship, having been of
the Privy Council in King Edward's reign, and given
his consent to the religion then professed, would not
so soon after put poor men to-a shameful death for
embracing the same with a good conscience. The

Earl replied, that he did not give his consent to the

acts of Parliament then -- — * ol e
be seen in the put?ltlc records. He was then sent to

prison, where he lay two nights without any bed, and
no person was suffered to come near him except the
keeper, who brought him his victuals twice a day.

On Palm Sunday, he was again brought before.the
Earl and his council, who examined him further re-
specting the sacrament: and the vicar of Prescot
having retired with him into another room, to con-
verse with him privately, reported to them that his
answer was sufficient for a beginver. The Earl then
professed to be pleased, and commanded that a bed
should be allowed him and fire, while he received
further instruction. He then departed from them,
much troubled in mind that he had not confessed
Christ with more boldness; and prayed earnestly to
God to strengthen him with His Holy Spirit, that he
might not be ashamed to confess the truth.

They afterwards sent him four questions to answer
in writing, respecting the mass, transubstantiation,
and auricular confession; which when he had done,
they said he was much deceived, and did not under-
stand the Scriptures aright; and they exhorted him
to follow the Catholic Church of Cbrist, and to do as
others did. He then answered, that his faith in
Christ was derived from His holy word, and that he
neither could nor would deny, alter or change, for any
living creature whatever. He was kept a prisoner
there until the first Sunday after Easter, when he was
sent to Lancaster castle, where he was laid in irons,
and brought to the bar at the sessions with the felons
who were in the gaol.

While he was at Lancaster many persons went to
converse with him, some out of kindness endeavouring
to persuade him to comply with the solicitations of
his persecutors; but he said to them plainly that he
neither could nor would follow their counsel, but that
by God’s grace he would both live and die with a pure
couscience, and according as he had hitherto believed
and professed. Others lamented his imprisonment,
and endeavoured to comfort him under his troubles,
and ministered to his necessities. Some priests went
to argue with him, whom he soon silenced; for God
so strengthened him with His Spirit, in answer to
prayer, that he was not afraid to speak to any that
came to him. The Judges also, sending for him into
their chamber, charged him with having said that he
was acqudinted with many gentlemen of Lancashire,
who were of his opinion in religious matters; and
desired him, on his allegiance, to mention their names.
He denied having said any such thing, and declared
that it had been falsely reported of him. They then
reprimanded him for preaching, as they called it, to
the people out of the prison, and for praying and read-
ing so loud that the people in the streets might hear
him.  The truth was, as he confessed, that he and a
fellow-prisoner named Warburton, kneeling on their
knees, did read morning and evening prayer, with the
English Litany, every day twice, with other prayers;
and also commonly read in the evenings some chapters
of the Bible; and they read loud, that the people in
the streets might hear them; and some persons came
and sat down under the windows for the purpose; of
which complaint was made.

Dr. Cotes being about this time made Bishop of
Chester, came to Lancaster to see that the Romish
service of the mass was set up there, and to put down
the preaching of the gospel of Christ. He was
informed of Marsh, and requested to send for him and
examine him, but he replied, that he would not bave
to do with heretics so hastily.  But he sent for the
jailor, and directed him to keep his prisoner more
strictly, and to feed him more sparingly. Aftera few
days, however, Marsh was removed to Chester, to the
Bishop's prison; where the Bishop sent for him and
examined him in private respecting transubstantiation,
the mass, and receiving in one kind only, or the denial
of the cup to the laity. The Bishop then exhorted
him to submit himself to the Church of Rome in these
matters; but when he saw that he could not prevail,
he sent bim to prison again; and afterwards sent his
chaplain and archdeacon and others to argue with him,
and endeavour to persuade him to yield to their
opinions. He was thus thrust at with all violence, as
well as with craft and subtlety; but yet the Lord up-
held him and delivered him, giving him a mouth and
wis.dom, which all his adversaries were not able to
resist.

Soon after he was brought publicly before the
Bishop, with his Chancellor and Registrar, and the
Mayor of Chester and others, who sat in St. Mary's
Chapel in the cathedral; when he was charged on his
oath to answer such articles as should be exhibited
against him. He was then accused of having preached
publicly most heretical and blasphemous doctrine
against the Pope’s authority, the blessed mass, the
sacrament of the altar, and other things, within the
parishes of Dean, Eccles, Bolton, Bury, and other
places in the diocese of Chester, during the months of
January and February last, and in the preceding year.
Unto which he answered, that he had not preached
heretically or blasphemously, but simply and truly,
according to the doctrine which all present did
aécknowledge in the time of the late King Edward the

ixth.

About three weeks after he was brought again
before the Bishop and others as before; when the
Chancellor made a long oration respecting the Bishop's
care of his flock, to keep it from being infected with
disease; and the charitable disposition which he bad
shown to Marsh, in endeavouring to rescue him from
his errors and heresies, though it had been of no avail-
He was therefore desired now to remember that he
was answering for his life, and that it would be too
late to recant after the sentence of the court was once
pronounced. The Chancellor then asked him, if he
did not belong to the diocese of Chester; he said, he
did not know, for that he had been living at Cambridge.
He was then asked, it he had not been staying at Dean
in Lancashire; he said, “Yea.” His answers at his
former examination were then read over to him, and
he was asked, whether he still adhered to them or not.
He replied, “Yea, yea.” He was then reminded that
at his last examipation he had said, that the Church
of England in King Edward's time was the true
Church, and the doctrine then taught was the.doctrine

showed already, for his knowledge was imperfect ; | of the true Church; and that the Church of Rome is

not the true and Catholic Church.  “I said so indeed,
replied he, “and I believe it to be the truth.”

England, than the Bishop of Canterbury does at Rome.’
Rome contrary to the doctrine of Christ?”’

a man in my case hath no cause to be arrogant;
neither am I, God is my record.  As concerning doc-
trine, the Church of Rome erreth among other things
in the sacrament; for whereas Christ delivered the
cup as well as the bread, saying, ‘Drink ye all of this;’
and St. Mark reporteth that they did all drink of it;
and in like manner St. Paul delivered it to the Corin-
thians; and so it was used in the primitive Church
for many hundred years. Now the Church of Rome
doth take away the cup from the laity. If I could be
persua.ded in my conscience by God's word that this
)’;‘;‘f_’jé?j‘?..§°3$s1158;°"39-;‘.’lﬁf,“:{ give’}\p 1l3?svp?ixlt.'i
o e His apswers were then redd, ana”he'Was
asked if he still adhered to them, as they were full of
heresy, or he would renounce them, and come into the
Catholic Church. He replied, that he held no here-
tical opinion, but utterly abhorred all kind of heresy,
and that it was a most untrue slander to call him a
heretic. He then desired the people present to bear
him witness, that in all articles of religion he held no
other opinion than was by law most godly established,
and truly taught in England at the death of King
Edward the Sixth; and in the same pure religion and
doctrine he would by God's grace stand, live, and die.
The Bishop then began to read the sentence of
condemnation; but when he had got half through it,
the Chancellor called out to him, “Good, my lord,
stay, stay, for if you proceed any further it will be too
late.””  The Bishop accordingly stopped, and some of
the priests and the people earnestly begged Marsh to
recant. A shoe-maker said to him, “For shame,
man, remember thyself and recant.” Others bade
him to kneel down and pray; and said, they would all
pray for him. So they kneeled down, and he desired
them to pray for him, and said, that he would pray for
them. |

The Bishop then asked him, Whether he would not
have the Queen's mercy before it was too late? Ile
answered, that he earnestly desired it, and did love
her Grace as faithfully as any of them; but yet he
durst not deny his Saviour Christ, for fear of losing
His everlasting mercy, and so expose himself to ever-
lasting death.

The Bishop then put on his spectacles and read on
the sentence, when the Chancellor call. d to him again,
“Yet, good my lord, stay once again, for if a word
more is read no relenting will serve.”” The Bishop
once more taking off his spectacles, said, “I would
stay, if it were of any use;'’ and asked Marsh again,
“How sayest thou, wilt thou recant?”’ Many of the
priests and the people again bade him do so, and to
call to God for grace to recant, and save hislife. He
answered, “I would as fain live as you, if in so doing
I should not deny my Master Christ, and so again
He should deny me before His Father in heaven,”
After this answer the Bishop read out the sentence to
the end, and then said to him, “Now I will no more
pray for thee than I will for a dog.”” Marsh replied,
that he would notwithstanding pray for his Lordship.
The Bishop having delivered him to the Sheriffs of
the city, he was carried to the prison at the North
Gate, where he was put in a dungeon; his late keeper
bidding him, “Farewell, good George,” with tears.
To this place none dared to go near him, for fear of
being suspected and accused of heresy; yet sometimes
in the evening some would speak to him through a
hole in the wall, and ask him how he did. These he
answered cheerfully, and thanked God that he was
appoimed to be a witness of His truth, and to suffer
for it; and prayed that God would give him grace not
to faint under the cross, but patiently to bear it to
His glory, and the comfort and encouragement of His
Church and people; and showed that he was most
desirous to be with Christ. A little money was also
thrown in to him at that hole, for which he thanked
God and the kind donors.

On the twenty-fourth day of April, 1555, the
sheriffs of the city and their officers went to the
Northgate prison, to take him to the place of execu-
tion, which was outside of the city® near Spittle
Boughton. He was brought out with a lock upon
his leg, as though he were a felon. 1le went on his
way with a book in his hand, upon which his eyes
were fixed; so that the people said, *This man goeth
not to his death as a thief, nor as one that deserveth
to die.”’

When he came to the place of execution, the De-
puty Chamberlain of the city showed him a writing
under the Great Seal, saying, that it was a pardon for
him, if he would recant. He answered, That he
would gladly accept it, as he loved the Queen, but he
could not receive it on the condition of renouncing
the favour of God. He then began to speak to the
people about the cause of his being put to death, and
exhorted them to cleave to Christ and His truth.
One of the sheriffs said to him, © George Marsh, we
must have no sermonizing now.””  He meekly replied,
“ Master, 1 beg your pardon,”’ and at once knelt down
to pray; after which, he rose up and put off his
clothes to his shirt, when he was chained to a post,
and a number of faggots were placed under him, and
a barrel of pitch and tar over his head.  But the ftire
uot having been skilifully made, the wind blew about
the flames, so that he suffered greatly, although he
bore it very patiently. When he had been a loug
time tormented in the fire, without moving, his flesh
bhaving been broiled and puffed up, and it was suppo-
sed that he was dead, he suddeuly spread out his
arms, and said, “Father of heaven, have mercy upon
me,”” and then quietly yielded his spirit into the hands
of the Lord. Upou this, many of the people said
that he was a martyr, as he had died marvellous
patiently and godly; which caused the Bishop shortly
after to affirm in a sermon in the cathedral church,
that “George Marsh was a heretic, and was burned
like a heretic, and was then a firebrand in hell.”
Whether his assertion was true or not, was however
ascertained by the bishop sooner than he had expected;
for he himself died'suddenly in a short time of a loath-
some disease, which he had brought upon himself by a
dissolute and vicious course of living; and the popish
coroner declared with an oath, on the investigation
which his sudden death rendered necessary, that
“surely the fact wasso.””  This led some to apply to
the Bishop the uncharitable remark which he had
made respecting Marsh in his sermon. For the word
of God declares that no whoremonger, nor unclean per-
son, nor covetous, or libidinous, man, who is an idolater,
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of
God. (Ephesiavs iv. 5.)

¥ During his imprisonment, Marsh wrote letters to
his friends at Laugton and at Manchester, and other
places, in which he exhorted them with purpose of
heart to cleave unto the Lord, and not to be moved
away from the hope of the Gospel which they had
heard; and besought them to help them that were in
bonds for Christ’s sake with their prayers, that their
imprisonment and affiiction might be to the profit of

As
he denied the Bishop of Rome’s authority in England,
he was asked whether Lious, Anacletus; and Clement,
(the earliest of the Bishops of Rome), were not good
men. He answered, “Yes, and so were many of their
successors; but they claimed no more authority in

“Thou art an arrogant fellow indeed,” said the Bishop;
“in what article is the doctrine of the Church of
“O my
lord,” said Marsh, “I pray you judge not so of me.
I.stand now upon the point of my life and death, and

fir Christian brethren in the world; and that (',‘hrist
tht be magnified in their bodies, w'he!her by life or
ath. These letters contain many important admo-
fions and directions to the flock of Christ, with regard
th to their faith and their practice. He sent to
e of them also a prayer, which he had been accus-
thed to use daily, and is as follows: :

%) Lord Jesus Christ, who art the only Physician
owounded consciences, we miserable sinners, trusting
il hy gracious goodness, d_o briefly open unto Thee
th evil tree of our heart, with all the roots, boughs,
leves, and fruits, and with all the crooks and knots, all
owhich Thou knowest; for Thou thoroughly perceiv-
ei as well the inward lusts, doubtings and denying of
Ty providence, as those gross outward sins which we
caimit inwardly and deadly. Wherefore we beseech
Tee, according to the little measure of our inﬁrn‘:iv ¥
alhough we be far unable and unapt to pray, that Thou
waldest mercifully circumcise our stony hearts; and
forthese old hearts create new within us, and replen-
ishus with a new spirit, and water us and moisten us
wity the juice of heavenly grace and wells of spirit\.lal
watsrs; whereby the inward venom and noisome juice
of the flesh may be dried up, and' the custom ot the
old ymn chauged; and our heart, which is always
britigieg forth thOTUS 240G Viers 1w be \?umcd w.i‘th fire,
Dess-and BoHGeRs o, T oal i
He accompanied this prayer with a letter, in which
he said, * Beloved, among other exercises I do daily
onmy knees use this confession of sins, and I will
anc exhort you to do the same, and daily to acknow-
ledse unfeignedly to God your unbelief, unthankfulness,
ancdisobedience against Him.  This shall ye do, if ye
willdiligently consider, and look at yourselves first in
thepure glass of God’s commandments, and there sce
you outward filthiness and uncleanness, and so learn
to vanquish the same; that is to say, to fall “into
heaty displeasure against sin, and thereby be provo-
kecto long after Christ; for we truly are sinners, but
Heis just, and the justifier of all them that believe
upa Him. We are poor, but He is rich in mercy
towrd all them that ¢all upon Him. If we hunger
an¢ thirst for righteousness, let us resort unto His
tabe, for He is a most liberal feast-maker. He will
setbefore us His own holy body, which is given to us
to le our meat, and His precious blood which was
shel for us and for many, for the remission of sins, to
beur drink. He biddeth, willeth, and calleth for
guets, which hunger and thirst. Come, saith He, all
vethat labour and are laden, and T will refresh you,
coil and ease you, and you shall find rest unto your
soils.”

»

The spirit of persecution and cruelty, which has
ewrr characterised the Church'of Rome, had full scope
for displaying itself during theJast four years of the
reign of Queen Mary. And it is to be observed,
that the additions which have been made to the an-
cieat Nicene Creed, by Pope Pius 1V, after the Coun-
cil of Trent, which are the real doctrines of Popery,
weie always the points on which those persons who
had been instruments in spreading the knowledge of
true religion were examined, and for the rejection of
which they were copdemned. ~ The absurd and im-
pious fable or figment of TRANSUBSTANTIATION Was
always brought forward as a test of adherence or other-
wise to the Church of Rome. This doctrine of hocus
pocus, as it was familiarly called, no man could believe
whose mind was not blinded by gross delusion. It is
a doctrine not only opposed to common sense, but
abominably wicked; having been, if not invented, yet
certainly maintained and propagated for the purpose
of enslaving the souls of men to a corrupt priesthood,
Whose avarice and ambition it was made use of to

CHILDREN AT CHURCH.
(From the Christian Remembrancer.)

That we, of the present day, have failed in the duty
we have just mentioned, is apparent at a glance. We
tace our children to church, no doubt, as soon as they
are old enough to remain quiet during the service; and
in this remaining quiet, we suspect most parents con-
sider their whole part to consist. And a preliminary
of course it is most needful to be learned. But what
we complain of is, that we rest on it rather long.
Take a child from six to twelve, and what does he find
ever done in church which has any immediate relation
to him, in which he, just as he is, in reference to his
age and condition, is especially concerned; or which
may be naturally counted on as interesting to him.
We do not say, God forbid! that parents may, and
do not often succeed in interesting their children in
the services of the Church as they are now performed;
but it must surely be allowed that no especial facilities

are given them for this. And yet such ought to be
given, for it is one of the distinctive glories of the Gos-
pel dispensation, that under it praise and strength.m:e
orduined out of the mouth of very sucklings; and it is

here, in the services of religion, that a place may be
- - ST Svns WD we Bave

hit};‘éno‘ been considering; a place which need neither
elate the religious child with a sense of peculiar dis-
tinction, nor fail to give scope to those wants and feel-
ings—to the enthusiasm, the sympathy, the wonder,
the awe, and yet rejoicing—which may be demanded
by his temperament, aud to the exercise in some form
of which his baptisn may be considered as entitling
him.

It is obvious that our Church both contemplates
the presence and supposes the interest of her younger
membersin the public services of the sanctuary. The
injunction to spousors to call on their god-children
“to hear sermons,” presumes, as has been well argued,
that sermons are at least frequently such as they can
understand, and feel themselves concerned in. But
how few clergymen are at any pains that this should be
the case] How few sermons are preached in which
it would be at all reasonable to demand of our children
that they should be interested! Would not many of
our popular preachers think it too great a condescen-
sion habitually to address the children before them in
such wise as that they should listen and enter into his
meaning? Would not many fear that by doing o
frequently they would alienate and disgust their adult
congregations? How far the clergymen who are un-
willing to preach the gospel, and the laymen who are
unwilling to hear it preached, to Christ's little: ones,
can be said to have become like litile children, we
must leave themsclves to determine. But we think
that a clergyman who feels theicy fetters of a doctrin-
alism brought on, it may be, by his necessary occupa-
tions, but still no healthy cousequence thereof, may be
glad to avail himself of this, as one especial way of
freshcuing religious truth in his mind, of ceasing for a
while to view it in its logical and antagonistic relations,
and of announcing and making himself to feel it in its
liveliness and its power. And what applies to the
preacher applies to his congregation likewise. In an
age of controversy and doctrinalism, they, too, may be
benefited by having Heavenly Truth presented to
them, not only in the liveliest, but in the universally
true and applicable form, the form in which we should
look at them supposing there had been no controver-
sies about them.  And that this effect may be counted

on, is perhaps to be inferred from the sudden and ear-
nest attention of the whole congregation whenever the
preacher tries the experiment.  May it not be thought,

gratify. In those who adhere to it is evidently ful-
filled the declaration of the Apostle, God shull send
them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie,
that they all might be damned who believed not the
truth, put had pleasure in unrighteousness. (2 Thess.
1, 11,1%)

There is something so blasphemous in asserting
that g bit of paste, made of flour and water, is the
ody and blood, the soul and divinity, of our Lord
Jesug Christ; and is consequently to be worshipped
as God; that the mind which has not been carefully
tutored to receive it as a great mystery, which must
not op any account be called in question, cannot but
revolt from the idea, as a mystery of iniquity, a lie of
Satan’ the deceiver of mankind.  And when again it
is said, that this change does not take place without
the inention of the priest; that he may go through
the form or ceremony of using the words, without the
transybstantiation being effected if he did not intend
that it should be made; and that in this case it is
id0|atry to worst_:ip th}a wafer—there is something so
crafty and iniquitous in this admission, that it shows
the whole business to be the work of the father of lies.
We may well pray as our forefathers did in the Litany,
“From the tyranny of the Bishop of Rome, and all
his detestable enormities, from all false doctrine and
heresy, Good Lord, deliver us.” By this iniquitous
doctrine, the feast of love, which the Lord's Supper
was designed to be, according to the institution of
Christ, was perverted into an engine of priestcraft ;
and the cup; OF the wine being taken away from the
lait_y, as persons who were unworthy to partake of it
the character of the priesthood was raised in dignity,
and the nature of the Divine ordinance was entirely
changed. For instead of being regarded as a means
of receiving spiritual strength and refreshment to the
soul, by communion and fellowship with Christ in the
spirit of the mind, and a pledge to assure His believing
people of their union with Him, and their participa-
tion of all the blessings of His great salvation; the
receiving of the wafer from the priest, (which is placed
upon the tongue of the recipient by his hand,) was re-
garded as a mysterious benefit conferred by him,
which proved the receiver to be a Christian, and ope-
rated as a charm for a passport to heaven. Thus the
Supper of the Lord which is truly received “only in
a heavenly and spiritual manner by faith,” was turned
int0 & carnal ordinance, the outward participation
of 'whlch was all that was deemed requisite for sal-
yation,

From this dreadful delusion our country was mer-
cifully delivered by means of the blessed Reformation.
We have reason to thank God for our deliverance
from the grievous bondage and tyranny, as well as
from the superstitions and delusions of Popery. May
we sland fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made
us free, and not be entangled again with the yoke of
pondage.  We owe our civil and religious liberties to
the free circulation of the Word of God, the holy Scrip-
tureés, Among ug ; by which the principles of true reli-
gion are inculcated. May it ever be a lamp to our
feet and q light to our path, that giving heed to it we
may €0 on our way safely, and our feet may not stum-
ble, but be guided into the way of peace and salva-
tion.

While we thankfully make use of the ordinances
of the Church of Christ, let us seck to derive spiritual
benefit from them to our souls, that receiving the in-
ward and spiritual grace of the sacraments in the use
of the outward and visible sign, we may be dead in-
deed unto sin and alive unto God through Jesus Christ
our Lord ; and walking humbly with our God in holi-
ness and righteousness before Him, may go on our
way Tejoicing in the God of our salvation, and may
look forward in hope that when we shall have run our
earthly ruce, an entrance shall be ministered to us abun-
dantly into the everlasting hingdom of *our Lord and
Suviour Jesus Christ, to behold His glory, and find én
His presence fullness of joy, and at his right hand plea-
sures for evermore.

too, that by insisting on the duties of children, we can
hardly fail to call attention also to those of their pa-
rents towards them, correlatives as these for the most
part are?  Surely, then, the experiment is worth try-
ing; surely, too, it is not very hard to try. The fes-
tivals of the Church give abundant materials for ad-
dressing ourselves to children from the pulpit, granting
that doing so may not at present be generally conve-
nient on ordinary Sundays. Christmas, the Holy In-
nocents, the Epiphany, the Annunciation, the Ascen-
sion, and All Saints give obvious facilities, and supply
abundant thoughts to lay before the young:

But besides that our preaching was obviously de-
signed to take their interests into consideration, there
is an ordinance of the Church expressly appointed for
her younger members, and neglected (most sinfully we
think,) by a fearful majority of the clergy—that of ca-
techising. The ends of the Church Catechism are by
no means accomplished, nor the consciences of the
priesthood clear in regard to it, merely by taking order
that it be learned by the young of our flocks, or even
explained up to the usual amount by masters and Sun-
day-school teachers, as we trust now to sho®.

If we wished to vindicate the English Reformation
from the all but unmixed censure to which it is now
sometimes subjected, we might, out of a copious selec-
tion of materials, be contented with appealing to the
Church Catechism as one of its results.*  That surely
could bave been no such uncatholic time, as we have
heard it proncunced, which produced so noble a digest
of catholic truth, so comprehensive a summary of sa-
ving knowledge. ~Never before was any branch of the
Church entrusted with so wonderful an organ of her
prophetic office as the Anglican received in the six-
teenth century, when this invaluable document was
placed in her hands.  The theology of the Catechism
will, we are sure, be found to grow on us in proportion
as it is studied ; and whoever may complain of receiv-
ing no benefit from it, it will never be the devout and
earnest catechist himself. Now here isa post assigned
to the young, and a provision made for them, in the
services of the sanctuary, of which they are shame-
fully defrauded. It is not enough to say that the
children of the poor learn their Catechisms at school,
and those of the rich at home; for good as that may
be in itself, it is no substitute for what the Church
intended the ordinance of catechising to be.

In the first place, what we want is to find a place
in church for our children of whatever rank. Simply
as Christian children, there would, as we think all will
admit, be little use in sending those of the rich to a
Suuday-school; for no real union between them and
those of the poor would be effected thereby, and no
instruction imparted such as they would not probably
receive far more satisfactorily elsewhere. ~And—shall
we confess the truth —Sunday-schools are not espe-
cial favourites of ours. We deny not their necessity
in populous places, where the principles and habits of
parents are often such as to make it desirable for their
children to pass the Lord’s Day anywhere but under
their roof. But this argument for them, valid though
it be where it applies at all, presumes anomaly and
evil, It is itself false in principle to separate a child
from his parents aod family during more than half the
Sunday. And then what a strain on his attention!
He is at school or at work six days of the week, and
on that which ought to bring rest and refreshment we
make him come twice to another school, and demand
two attendances on the full services of the Church.
Is this the way to make religion attractive to
him ?

Now, leaving for a while those unnatural popula-
tions which we have sinfully allowed to amass them-
selves neglected and untaught, till their whole condi-
tion and our relation to them has become an aching
perplexity, let us suppose an ordioary rural parish, nei-
ther better nor worse than the majority of such. Of
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* All but the last section of the Catechi

was prod

during the crisis which we call the Reformation.

course its Pastor will not find it the Arcadia he pic-
tured to himself, whilst ground down by the marriages,
churchings, burials, register-searchings, and commit-
tees of a large town, or whilst picking bis steps through
its noisome alleys. Of course he will not find the
fresh pure air that now surrounds him a type that may
be relied on of the moral purity of the place. Of course,
he may lay his count on difficulties and discouragements
enough. But still in such a place, there will be no
need of anomalous expedients. The great laws of
nature may require reinforcement, but they have not
altogether given way. TFamily feeling is still strong,
and a judicious pastor wlil hold it hisduty to strenglhe'n
it yet further. What, then, can he do in furtherance
of our present aim ?

We really, think that the rubric and canons will
supply him with all the guidance for which he need
ask. Let hiny, instead of the evening sermon, cate«
chise after the second lesson. Of course it will be
found important that this ordinance, being public and
liturgic, should be conducted gravely and without un=
toward accidents. The children, therefore, whom he
questions, should be those on whose answers he can
safely account; and he will be enabled to make th.e
selection by his observations in the previous calech}-
sine hefore evening prayer enicined by Cavon 59, in
addition to hie general knowledge of them. e will
also put leading questions in following up the hints of
the Catechism, such as shall win the answer from an
ordinarily intelligent child, and by forcing him, not-
withstanding, to a slight exercise of thought, shall fix
the truth brought out firmly in his recollection. He
will also make remarks himself, read passages of Scrip-
ture illustrative of the subject in hand, and in short,
really preach directly to the children, but virtually to
all present. Those who have observed the interest
which the poor sometimes take in listening to cate-
chising, will feel little doubt that the benefits of this
particular mivistration of God's holy word, are not
likely to be confined to the young. Its being directly
addressed to them, and their taking a part in it, give
it an additional interest, especially to their parents and
relatives; but, besides this, in explaining the Cate-
chism many a subject is made clear to all, which the
preacher in the pulpit generally presumes to be so al-
ready, many a piece of knowledge imparted, the pos-
session of which is taken for granted in the majority
of sermons.  And this benefit may, perhaps, apply to
the rich as well as the poor. Herbert's estimate of
catechising is such as might be expected from him, but
it is in point here, and therefore we quote part of
iti— .

“The country parson values catechising highly. For
—there being three points of his duty; the one to infuse
a competent knowledge of salvation in every one of his
flock; the other to multiply and build up this knowledge
to a spiritual temple; the thiisl to inflame this knowledge,
to press and drive it to practice, turning it to reformation
of life, by pithy and lively exhortations;—catechising is
the first point, and, but by catechising, the other cannot
be attained. Besides, whereas in sermons there is a kind
of state, in catechising there is a humbleness very suitabie
to Christian Regeneration. . . . . helping and cherishing
ther answerer, by making the question very plain with
comparisons; and making much even of a word of truth
from him. This order being used to one, would be a littie
varied to another. And thisis an admirable way of teach-
ing, wherein the catechised will at length find delight; and
by which the catechiser, if he once get the skill of it, will
draw out of jgnorant and silly souls even the dark and
deep points of religion. . . . . At sermons and prayers
men may sleep or wander; but when one is asked a ques=
tion he must discover what he is. This practice exceeds

even sermons in teaching."—Herbert's Country Parson,
chap. xxi,

It is no inconsiderable feature in the value of cate-
chising that it is liturgic, both on the part of the cate=

chist and the catechumen—that the latter takes a part
in the service, and that

“Each little voice in tarn
Some glorious truth proclaims;
What sages would have died to learn,
Now taught by cottage dumes.”

Surely, if This be 50, if we have here the assigned
post of Christian children as such, it should be filled
by rich and poor alike. Let it not be said that the
former have no need of the instruction that is to be
gained from it.  Even were the upper classes nearcy
the true mark of lay Christian knowledge than we
think they are, it would be no disparagement to thew
to say, that they caunot so administer the Word of
Life,—that they have not such a treasure out of whicii
to bring things new and old as the ordained pastor,
supposing him the scribe instructed unto the kingdom
of heaven, which he ought to be.*

And thus, too, may the spiritual union of different
ranks become very close in consequenc"e of having be-
gun very early : thus may our children be taught that
they indeed belong to another family than that in which
they were naturally born, thus may they livelily appre-
hend that they are members of one another by being
members of Christ,

It would be difficult indeed to calculate the amount
of gain which would accrue to the rich from being
thus subjected to the appointed training of the Church.
From being early used in a practical way to have and
to benefit by a pastor, they may wish for one through
the rest of their lives. = At present, they think of the
clergyman, except with a view to the public offices of
religion, as existing mainly for the sake of the poor.
Many families would stare on being told that they
needed his visits and his counsel on the same principle
and in the same way as they do: a fatal reserve often
exists between them and him on the very subject
which ought to be the chief tie between them: in, we
fear, most families of the upper classes he is little:
more than one among the herd of visitors and ac-
quaintances; that he has to give account of their
souls and the souls of their children, is little thought
of either by him or by them; scareely a word or deed
betrays the faintest recognition of this. His advice
is little asked for concerning the children; he is sel-
dom consulted about their training; they are not
taught to look up to him as necessarily a friend, as a
spiritual relative and guardian. But were they cate~
chised like others in Church this would cease to be
the case. The due and dexterous performance of the
duty requires, as we have said, an acquaintance with
the condition and capacities of the children. The
procuaring this must lead to spiritual intercourse be-
tween them and their clergyman. Devout parents,
who are at present negligent of this, would feel the
blessing of it, would feel how it strengthened their
own hands, and helped them in the discharge of their
own duty. Then the time for confirmation would
not come upon the clergyman and the young of the
upper classes as it does at present,—a time of mutual
shyness and discomfort; it would be but the ripening
of a process which had long been going on; a joy tu
which both had long been looking forward in comwon,
Then, too, might the men of the upper classes lose that
fearful reserve on religious matters which unbappily,
but often blamelessly as things are, characterises most
of them at present. 'Then might their pastor feed them,
too: then might he be their especial sympathiser in
Jjoy, and comforter in sorrow : then might his society
be courted for better reasons than it is at present;
and thus, the whole tone of their intercourse heing
thus improved and raised, might priesthood and laity
alike present us with a nobler and statelier sight than
the stunted and perverse religious growth which we
see all around us now, :

* Some of our popular preachers may perhaps despise cate-
chising, as of inferior worth to their sermons, and fit to be en-
tirely delegated. We are very sure, however, that the system=
atic undertaking of the duty in same such way as we have been
pointing out, would have the effect of riising the standard of
theological knowledge among the elergy.
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