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cure, IlHis Majesty laughced licartily, and as the young fel-
Iow camne near hii lie strokcd him, with bis bande, first on
the one side and thon on the othcr; marry, witliout Pistke or
GospliI."

lIn the rc:gn of Charles 1. thc practice must have bcen of
great frcquency, for clevesi of bis proclamations relating to,
the touching for the King's E vit arc still extant, rnostly ap-
pointing tinios %vhcn the people who wvcre.afthicted rnight re-
pair to thc Court. It wvas rurthier ordcred that sucli persons
should bring with therm ccrtiflcates froni thecir parson, vicar,
rninister, or churchi-warden, that theylhad tiot prcviously been
touclicd for thc discase. Charles I., wlhen hoe visitod Scot-
land iii 1633. Il leallit ioo persans of the crueIle.i, or King's
1E'veli, yong and olde," in Holyrood Chape!, on St. John's
Day. 'l'li nunibcr of those Iltouchied" in thc reign of
Clh.rle.i i1. wai very great, Iland yet," says Ilcttigrew~, 1- it is
îlot a !ittle remiarkzable that morc pcople died of scrofula, ac-
cording to the Bis of Mfortality, during this period than any
other."

On the sixthi day ùf Juty, i 65o. Evelyn writes in bis diary,
IHis Majestic began first to toiteh forye <l'il, according to

co.stonie, thus: His Malle sitting under bis state in yc ban-
quetting house, the chiirurgeons cause the sick to bc brouglit
or led up to the thronc whcrc tlicy kneeling ye King strokes
their faces or clhceke3 with both bis hands at once, at which
instant a chaplaine, iii bis formalities, says, «-He put bis hands
upon them and lie hicalcd thern.' This is said to every one
ini particular. XVhcn they have ail been touch'd they corne
up againe in the saine order, and the other chaplaine kneel-
ing and having ange! gold strung on wvhite ribbon on bis
arme dclivers theni one by one Lu His M atie, whoputs them
about the necks of the touchced as they passe, wvhite the fîrst
chaplaine repeats, ' That is ye true light wvho caine into ye
wvorld.' Mhon follows an epistle, (as at first a gospelQ, witb
Iiturgy, prayers for the sick, u'ith saine alteration ; lastly, ye


