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sequently tidal rivers, each flow bring-
ing enornous deposits of alluvial mud
which has created the soil and given
it superior fertility.

This valley, so-called, is the fruit-

growing belt of Nova Scotia. In almost
every other county in Nova Scotia
fruit can be grown and is grown.
Especially is this the case in Lunen-
burg, Yarmouth, Inverness and Cape
Breton, and in consequence of the fine
qualities of fruit which are grown in
other parts of the province, the im-
pression has been formed that these
other parts could compete successfully
with the Annapolis Valley in fruit
culture. But the history of the fruit-
growing of the world indicates that
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while fruit can be grown in nany
places there are certain special belts
where fruit can be grown prolifically
and at large permanent profits. The
state of Michigan is a fruit-growing
state, but the fruit belt there in which
fruit is grown permanently with large
profit, occupies but a comparatively
small portion of the area of the state.
The saine statement is true of Ontario
and the state of New York, and other
fruit-growing sections. The Annapolis
Valley seems to be the natural home
of all kinds of fruit. The great staple
fruit grown now for export is the
apple, but pears, plums, cherries, and
even grapes, are grown luxuriantly,
and in the domain of smnall fruit, such

as strawberries, raspberries, gooseber-
ries, currants and cranberries, the
capacity for production is practically
unlimited.

A few years ago the fruit industry
was scarcely appreciated in the Anna-
polis Valley. Its qualities as a fruit-
raising country were comprehended by
the French in their early settiements.
Annapolis Town, old " Port Royal,"
one of the oldest and most interesting
historical points in North America, is
in the very centre of the fruit garden,
and in this settlement, during its
occupancy by the French, as well as in
other sections of the valley, includ-
ing Grand Pré, apple trees had been
planted by them, and nany of these

trees are still living,
though considerably
more than one hun-
dred years old. The
land being fertile, all
sorts of agriculture
can be profitably
carried on, and dur-
ing the period of
Reciprocity potatoes
sold at high prices,
very often as much
as one dollar per
bushel being ob-
tained.

AY. Potatoes can be
produced with very

great ease in the Valley, and were for
a time a source of large profit, many
farmers growing wealthy from their
production and export. The splendid
marshes along the banks of the rivers
make it also a cattle-raising country,
and excellent specimens of fat beef
have for years been sent out of the
valley for market. It was not until
the year 1863 that any genuine in-
terest vas taken in fruit-growing.
Most of the farmers had some apple
trees on their farms, which supplied
their own wants and afforded the
means of supplying the Halifax and
St. John markets. In 1863 the Fruit-
Growers Association was forned, with
Mr. R. G. Haliburton, a son of Judge
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