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1 shant, tîxougli, forget the look of pity Mr.
Lanigan wvas good enough to bestow on me on
receiving tiis confession.

1 took the Olpportunity, however, of modestly
ilitituating that may own private opinion wu
that rny special talent would be found to lie in
portrayi ng the deep and passionate, emotions of
the sou], in the depiction of moral gloom and
fantastic nîelancholy, and that, in fact, Nature
had originally intended me to shine as a " Ham-
let, having been simply prevented by other en-
gagemrents from carrying out her purpose.1
said 1 would endeavour to recite the opening
speech of "Hainlet," as a sort of "ispecimer
brick " of my style :

'Seems, madam, ns>' it in ; 1 know flot soee.
Tii flot alone my inky eloak, good mother,
Nor customary suite of solemn black,
Xor windy inspiration of forc'd bresth,
Nor the fruittul river of the eye,
Nor the dejected haviour of the visage,
Together with ail forma, moodi, shows of gref,
That Cao denote me truly: Thèse, indeed, seem.
For the>' arfe action, that a man might play'
Bot I have that withjn which passeth show,
These bot the trappinga and the nits of woe."

1, of course, paused here for some encourag-
ing tribute of praise, and was somewhat disap-
pointed in finding it didn't corne. There is,
thjough, such a thing as suppressed admiration.
Perhaps here was an instance in point ? Mr.
Lanigan's comment, however, came first :" Be-
gorra, it's enough to give ould Nick himself the
blues !" 1 didn't mind this much, because, aftex
ail, delicacv in critical judgment isn't Lanigan's
strong point. Professor Peppermint, however
S Who is, by the way, the 1'Sir Oracle " of Roley
Peley Hall), interposed bere, by kindly saying
he Clearly perceived 1 bad a gift for tragedy
bt that, if I would excuse him, lie thouglit I

was just a little lacking in the true tragic scowl.
Would 1 oblige by repeating the first line and
intensifyixg my scowl ? 1 hereon screwed down
my eye-brows as tightly as I could, and went at
it again :

Seems, xadam, ns>' it is ; I know flot seoms."
Vastly better," says the Professor, " but il

1 miglit make the remark, you scarcely dwell
long enougli on the 1 aeems,' in that opening
lie. Perhaps you will be good enough to try it
again, and beat three with your foot to each4'seenis,' s0 as to secure the proper time ? It's so
very important, you see, to in.dicate Hamlet's
scorn at the imputation lie finds in bis mother's
question. Now, m y dear sir, please once more,
axnd don't lorget the'scowl."

" Seeins,, nadani, nay itlii; I know not. seenis."
[The foot beixxg conspicitousli, beat to s'sch

6"Csecms. "]
"Certainly a great improvement. But, by

the way," continues the Professor, "if you'll par.
don me, wben you corne to 'customsry suits of
solenn black,' shouldn't you juat pass your hand
down-well, if ladies weren't present, l'd say
-down your black trousers, s0 as the betteî' to
bring out the full meaning of the speech ? You
see, there's nothing like trying to catch the true
spirit of a great writer. Plesse watch me-

"' Nor customary nuits of solemo black.'"
[Passing his l(tnds down thte legs of his trousers

Iwo or tltree tintes.]
It was, of course, very kind in so eminent a

critic a.9 Professor Peppermint to take this in-
terest in me, but I am forced to confess that the
geîxeral effect on me of his admonitions was
rather depressing, and thus, when our little
coun cil broke up. no settlement of the momen-
tous question had yet been reached.

But, if others of the household had thus left
my~n my perplexity, in pursuit of their own
pleasures, one, et least, remained behind to com-
fort and console me. I hesitate before strangers1
to mention lier naine, for there seema to me
sonîething so sacred in it. StilI, with a trustful
hope that the communication will be received,
as it is given, in strict confidence, I will yen-
ture to breathe it. LAURA LAvENDER!1 Ah 1
talk of the ruajesty of lovelinesa, of graceful in-
nocence, of syînmetry of forxn, of the incarnation
of poetry, of the blush of bashfulnesa I Why,
t's ahl there-and a good deal more-in Laura

Lavender.
" Mr. Barker," said Miss Lavender, " do you

kuiow why you've not been satisfied with any o
the selections made for you this evening r'

1 said I couldn't make it out exactly ; at all
events, I (idn't feel quite well ; possibly some.
thing at dinner.

" Ah, no, Mr. Barker, it's because of the ab-
sence of ahl true sentiment fromf what has been
read. A 8oul like yours bas a natural yearning
for the bigher fligbts of poetry, of such poetry as

7- judgment, I had placed inyself next to ber ol
n the sofa, that she- might tbe better follow tbý

text. So wben I reached the beautiful line-
r "As 1 wouid have tby fate 1'

1 recoliected tbe Professor's injunction to alwayi
Stry to render the fulîl mesning of tihe autbor.1
Sconsequently here worked up a very powerfu'

expression of tenderneas, snd, looking straigbie ixîto Laura's liquid eyes, directed towards thei
-the full charge-

'As I wouid have thy fatk- 1"
Imust certainly1gve that young lady th(

,j credit of rereiving th e charge witb admirablf
.steadineas. She was quite equal to the occasion,
and at once gave Pauiine's response, "dMy own
true love !" with sucli exquisite feeling, that-
that -but, really, ladies and gentlemen, 1 thini
I ahould be spared relating the furtber interest-
xng occurrences which sprang from this literary
episode, the more so that Miss Lavender is her-
self present aînong us.

It surely, too, must be quite unnecessary to
add that we are now engaged.

With associations of so delicate a nature linked
*with the " Lady of Lyonc," it became of course

impossible 1 could trust myself to read from that
*play before a public audience. Laura, however,

soon found a substitute for it, which she assured
*me would prove cbarmingiy suited to what, witl

ber poetic instinct, she termed " the mouruful
rmelody of my voice."

3 Thus, then, 1 have told how it has corne t<
rpasa that 1 bave, -this evening, been reading,
rwith suceh touching pathos, "The Burial of Sii
John Moore." E. F. K.

Montreal, Dec., 1878.

MERCEDES.
1 The moat notable contribution to the lasi

tnumber of Blaclcwood are four sonnets on the
death of the young Queen of Spain, from the
pen of Lord Roslyn. His lordsbip, it wili hi

frecollected, was special ambassador at the mar-
niage of Alphonso and Mercedes. The impres-
sion made upon bim was, we are inforrmed in i
prefatory note to the poems, that the alliance
was oxue of pure love--deep, simple and sincere.
The warm, generous disposition of the king, anc

the almserne, onfdingchaacte ofbis be-
bappineas such as Spain bad neyer witnessed in

*her rulers. The incidents roferred to in the
sonnets sctually occurred, and a letter to Lord
Rosslyn from the king, signed "'votre affligé16 Alphonse," testifies alik e t the passionate
depths of bis love, sud the intensity of bis sor-
row. Lord Rosslyn bas given the assurance
that the sonnets were written with tears in bis

reyes, so grestiy had the royal pair endearec
tbemselves to bint by many sets of personal
kindne8s during bis officiai stay at Madrid. We
extrsct the first of the four sonnets :-The pooî

*king remains Ieauing on her bed, snd calling en
ber name, «' Mercedes ! Mercedes mia!1 " Te
the hast ber eyes were turned on the king. 1
bave seen bim twice-all lie ssid ws' "That foi
him there wss no consolation, but that be would
do bis duty."

Mdercedes mia! tomn thy eyes awsy,
I have no power to grant their longîng prayer,
Their mule appeal is more that 1 cao bear.
(Jould 1 but smatch thee from Death's cruel îway,
Gsd knowî how gladi>' I would give Ibis day
My life for thine. For whomn have I to care
When thou art gene? TIhe dsrkness of despair
Clouds ait my heart with terror aîud dismay.
Mercedes mis ! I ami brave once more t
Turn thy dear eyeî on me othey close
For ever; 1 will loit, lvem thne,1Till Deatb arreit their îigbt. Whst 1Hieail o'er 1
Then fsrewell hope!1 and farewell sweet repose 1
Now duty'. rugged path be oni>' mine 1

O UR ILL US TR ÀTIONS.
ONTARio FiELD BATTERY. ;- The Ontario

Field Battery is one of the recently organized
Batteries of the Canadian Artiliery. Witb
headquarters at Guelph, moat of its members
are students of the Ontario Scbool of Agricul-
ture there, whilst its drivers are composed of
farmers' sons in the neighbourbood wbo own and
ride its quota of horses. It is officered by' Capt.
D. McCrae, Lieut. W. Johuston, Lieut. G.
Bruce Hood and Surgeon H. Howitt. The
sketch wbicb we give ixn this issue fromn thé pen-
cil of Gunner E. S. Bonnard, shows the Battery
at their first anuual target practice on the banka
of tbe Grand River, neot far from the village of
Elora, County of Wellington. On the 6th
November, tihe Battery marched witb two guns,
78 officera snd men frem their camp near
Guelph te tbe range-a distance of over seven-
teen miles-co»mnpeted their rcie n

g - ____ _______

în CANADL4N SCIENCE.
te With reference to the remarkable discoverv
lately annoîinred by Mr. Lockyer to the Paris
Academy of Sciences, that there is but one formn

'5 of matter (bydrogen> which is truly elementary,
Iit may be of interest to kxiow that a similan
.conclusion was arnived at by tise Rev. S. J.it Doucet, of Inkerman County, N. B. Iu bisn lette runder the beadiug "Another Canadian

Astronome," publisbed in the CANADIAN
ILLUSTRATED NEws of December 29th, 1877,

,e the folowing occurs :-" Having realized, as 1ethouglit, thse ides of unity in matter and force,1 elaborated tisereon a tbeory," &c. In a pri-
vate communication to me under date February

-27tb, 1878, he writes, " I made an attempt toktrace up ahi the physical forces to one singlesufrcad ail thte dîfferent substances elembestaryy and compound to <me primary substance. How
-far 1 bave been succesial wiil be for tise public

to judge wben I can suismit my work to their0 judgment." I am not aware wisether the workalluded to by the rev. gentleman is yet pub-1 lisbed, but if it be not, I presume that the fol-
elowing extract from tbe letter already quoted,t msy account for the ressoîl :-"Th e work of

the nîinistry, sud especiaily the state of my
h ealth, wisich is auything but satîsfactory, does

Snot shlow me to be as 'îteadily at work as 1 could
wish."DUGALD 

M ACDONALD.

r REA4R TEI AND ROME.
ADVJcE TO MARRIED PEOPLE.-
Marmv i n your own religion.
Neyer'botis be angry at once.
Nover taunt with a psst miatake.

t Lot a kis&aqbe tise prelude of a rebuke.
e Nover shlow a request to be ropoated.
e Lot slf-abnogation be the habit of botb.
e " 1frgt" is nover a acceptableexu.

*Agood wife is the greateat of eartisly hies-
1f you must criticise, lot it ho doue lovîngly.

eMake marriage a xxatter of moral judgmeiît.
Marrv in s family whicb you bave lonîg known.

jNevéer make a nemark at tise expelîse of au-
othor.
e Neyer talk at one anotheýr, itber at home or

ain company.
e Neglect the wbole world beside, rather titan

Î one another.
6 Givo your warmest sympathies for escb otber's

etrials.
If one is angry, let the other part the lips

eouly for s kiss.
8 Neyer speak loud to one another unless tbe
bouse i8 on fire.
ofLet scis strive to yield ofteuest to the wisbos

B fthe other.
r Marry into different blood sud tomperameutfromi your own.

Always leave home with loving words, for tbey
May ho the last.
r Neyer doceive, for the beant once misled can

1neyer trust wbolly again.
Nover find fanît unloss it is porfectly certain a

fanît hss beon committod.
It is tise mother who inoulda tise character sud

fixes the dostiny of the child.
Do not herald the sacrifices yoîî make to oacb

othor's tasto, habit, or lîrefereucos.
A besitati ng or grini yielding to tise wisbes of

the other aiways grates upon a loviug beart.
Cousuit one anotiser in ail that cômes witlt-

iin the experience, observation or spisere of tise
other.

Those wbo marmy for physical cbaracteriatics
or external considerations wiii fail of happinoss.

Neyer reflect on tise past action, whîcbwass
doue witb a good motive sud with tise best judg-
ment at the tinte.

They who marry for trait of mmnd Aud beart
wiii soldoîn fail of perenîxial tpriugs of domestic
enjoyment.

The heautiful at heant is a million timos of
more avail, as securing domestie bappinoss, tissu
the beautiful in ponton.

FoO0T NO TES.t
CHARLOTTE CU8HMAN AND ROSA BONHEUR.

-Charlotte Cusahuî wasg once takon to viait
Rosa Bonheur, aud gives a very iuteresting de- c
scriptýion. of that lady sud ber «Iperfoctly splen-i
did' studio. (Even Charlotte Cusisman, it
seems, usod this effete, senseless, double-super-
lative ; sud, by the wa'y, bow is it tisat mena
neyer use itî) fier -"perfectly splendid " studio i

publication of su 8x10 weekly-" price, 25 cents
per yesr, always in advance "-sud bis fathor
advanced the necessary funds to buy five or six
pounds of oid type sud a bandful of battered
rulos sud dashes. Haviug tise niatenials, tise
boy found lie bad no nanie for bis paper. He
bad at first tbougbt of calling it "The Rising
Sun sud Fammem's Advocate," but his sistor, wbo
bad bired out to work the press, discouraged tise
ides. Sise wsntod to caîl it : "'Tse Little Orpisan
sud Car-Driver's Herald,"I but ber brother
wouldn't bear to it. Ht' sat down in tise wood-
shsed sud pondored ovor tise matten for a funl
boum, sud ho finudlly decided that be woiild cail
bisapo: "TieWoekly Lumberman sud
Sundsy-School Advocate." At this stage out-
side pressure was brought to bean upon bim fora
different bead, sud for about twenty-four hours
ho was decided on:-."'Tse Boys of Michigan sud
Nortbwestemn Cultivator. " A dispute baving
arisen as to whotber aîîy girl could subscribe for
a boy's Ppor, be ssw tise uecessity of another
change sud ise made it : I"The Boys' sud Girls'
Story Paper sud Theatrical Spy." His motiser
didit't want to discourage bis entemprise, but sise
foît it ber duty to box bis ears for dsning to be-
corne the organ of Lydis Tisompson and " Cool
Burgess," sud tîte youug publisher wss ou the
point of rnîîiug sway toe(Chicago wisere boys
are allowed to do as they like, wheu tise happy
heading atrucli bim hike a cobble stone. Next
week will appear tise finst numben of "lTse
Risiug Moon sud General Advertiser," Tise namne
was decided ou yesterday, sud parties desinin g
to make large coutrscts for advortising sbould
cail early.

RE VIE W AND CRITICISM.

THE~ Christmas Holiday Number of ST. Ni-
cHoLA8 is superb in ils contributions and illustrations.
It centaine strongi>' charanteristie coutributions freun
John G. Whitlîer, Charlus Dudl>' Warner, Jouai Haw-
thorne, Theodore Winlbrop,l Frances Hodgeou Burnet
(suthor of " That Las&o o Lowrie's,") Mary Mapes
Dodge, Colis Thaxter, Sueumeoliige, Hezeitiah Butter.
worbh (ediler cf " Yeuth's Companlon"). Frankt R.
Stociton sand Olive Thorne. Among the artiste who
contribute the threp score and more pictures ef the nom-
ber are Fredericit Dielmnu, Alfred Fredericts, James B.
Kelly, Alfred Kappes, Addie Ledya.ii, Fidelia Bridges,
Granville Peritins. Jesâie Curtis, Sol E>'tiuge, Jr., Kate
(4reenawa>', cf London, F. S. Churcb and R. Sayre.

Lippincott's MIagazine fÔr January, begiuuiug
the new volume, bas a vsred aud attractive lust ef con
tente. There are three iiioqtrated article,-,' Yorkshire
Bywas," '- The Artios' Isiand,"I aud " Wild Boars sud
Bear Hunting,' by Dr. <i. Archie Stocitwell. Miss
Laffan, the author of that capital novel, "'i'he Honour
able Miss Ferrard," contributes a sbriking stor>' of Irish
tife ealled "Flitteri. Tatters, and the Counseilor,"l
which is foul of humour, pathos, aud incisive sketchies of
character and mnners. ',A Young Girl's Experiencs
duriug the Two Sieges of Paris." gives a thriling pic-
ore of the tife of a Parisn famil>' at the tume of the
Franco-German -ar, and the fearful icenes enacted
under the Commune. A series of storleî under the
irenerai tille of " Wonîen's Hoîbands" is bequn ln this
number, andt seemi iiitely te pique coriosit>' b>' ts fresh
and trenchant deiineations of Amerîcat life in fashien-
able circles. Edward C. Bruce gives a graphic accoont
Of a "Western Towx"I D. C. Macdonald describei a
"Trip te Newfoundland." Mns. Houper sitetches the
career of Madame I>obarry, snd Sidney Lanier gives us
"A Fair>' Tale for Grown People." There are two very

striiig peea the nuine,-' The Poel's Protestl,
b>' Atfred H. Louis, and IlChristus 1" b>' Jolis C. R.
Dorr. Miss Olney's chamming seri, ' Tbrougb Wind-
ing Ways," grews in interest, and the ',Month>'
Gossip." centains severai papers deserving of notice.
The whole number iî bright and tborougihly readabie
frein beginning te end. We notice that the pubiehers
furnish free te ail new subîcribers, in bocit-forin, that
portion of " Through Winding Ways" thal bas sppeared
mrevietute the isune cf the January number.

WxvTHOUT haviug uiucb that bears directly
upon lie Christmnais eson, the January Scutissixguea
declded flow of geood cheer. The paper un" Old Mary-
land ýManneri," by F. B. Mayer, et Annapolis, l a an -
teresbing reproduction of the qosint and etatel>' timnsof
the IIMarylandt Gazette," and the celebrated " Tuesday
Club," te the whims sud oddilles oif whlch censiderable
space i@ devoted. " The 'l'le Club at Worit," b>' W.
M. Laffan, describes the methode et an association cf ar-
tiste snd otheri, whoîe worit speaki for usd1l in the Ilius-
traions. which Include drawings b>' E. A. Abbey, W.
M. Chase, Hopitinson Smitlh. Witusiow Renier, Alden
Welr, Rsinhart, Quarle>', Wimbrldire, Laff4n aud Paris,
qLud a bile in relief b>' O'Donovan, lthe sculpter. A cern-
panion paper, IlThe Tile Club at Play," is te appear in
the înldwinber oumber with a large varici>' ef illustra-
tiens. The son -nisaide of the holiday seson ia touedf
upon b>' th enireit contribution in the number, a paper
on " Leonardo da Vinci "I by Clarence Cook, wheo ousi-
demi hie subject bolh as painter sud as mechaulcal Inven-
ber. Among the cuti are twe impotant block»s by Coie:
ihe weib-itnwn "LasI Supper,' and the "Head cf
Christ," iupposed lu ce a study fur ils central figure.
The " Mona Lias," b>' Henry Muait, is ccnsidered to ho
eue et bis linest blocits. Dslal drawings of the " Last
Supper, "are gîven for porposes cf comparison witd Ras-
phaeb'î "Lait Sopper." whiehbisaiseo reproducod lu whobe
sud b detail. A nomber cf other pictures, drawuxgsof
inventions, caricatures, etc., appear througrh the toit. The
p&tper Io ef s cribical-biegrapbical character, sud is lbe
finit of several b>' Mr. Cook ou the Oit Maiteri. Other
iblustrated papers are " The Montain Laites of Cali-


