'rm: D'EA‘D “GUEST.

OccnSlom. ’J.‘hlc‘ )Oll‘li l'ullcs slloucd lhcmsch (3
‘us thorough unbelievers=but it was only o pre-
lendt.(lx]l:bulxcl' 2ach thought to herself, « these
~young men have o gaod hugh, hut it does not
! concern onr ‘Tends only, but our familics, and that
is " e | of these
thou"hts was, that every wedding was lul.n'(lcd
suus to nat take place in Advent. .
Whether the landsome Irederike shared
" the fears of her sister women, we cannot nn-
r 5 but it is certaiu that herlove for Waldrich
wos long. concealed, nd | probably would never
have been disclused, had not her futher forced her
totake u certain Dbridegroom®. in the person of
‘i Merr VonIahn,a vich hanker. The deliente health
"of Herr Von 1 i dur.unudhlmIroml[urln-tlmuu.
wnd deanwhile, the colil and stormy weather per-
X sonall fiected the bride ; and the Burgounster
daily shook the bavameter to raise it—while Fre-
derika a5 regularly shook it fo make it sink, and
thereby vetard the nnweleome visit. The mother,
who, like all good mothers, took the part of her
‘dnughter, urged her, husband. to_deluy the wed-
llmg till the runc-mqlu, 50 thiat the Iyead- Guest
ight. not again appear on his nnm\m sury, day,
J.n(l her danghter umlergu the PL‘H.I]I) of . his
hé ok man leughed “at 'the- story . of
he Dend Guest: nevertheles - the idea of his
clo\etl danghter's nick: hiiner “wrung, troubled
“hisi lmn"umlmn incessantly, ud he felt 2 degree
of c\cm‘mont lietwould have been ashuned: to
’ 'u,knu\\lul-'e.
Such was the state of things in the [nm"omns-
tnr: fumily, at the umu our ln.lc opens

cu.\m. (RO )
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lhe house *of Herr Bantes, on the fnllo“mg
(.\'onn ‘was assembled the first aceustomed win-

wwhich, in other countrivs, would be ealled o
: sorra. or evening party. It “wus o Luc(um
mnnl' the best families of tho small town, 10

“in turn'a friendly nnd unceremonions party to
'cnlivcn the long evenings, with musie, songs, con-

' wrannon. plays and jokes. It is almast super-
fluous ' to remurl\, e pnswml that mwmong the

- Sports, no eard pln)mﬂ' was understood, ns there
. un]mnrxly is at the poorer emcruumuem: of the
'peoplc- nn(l no lm(l(l]e \\u) l:. lmm\n bet\\ecn

Bcforc proccu-llu'- rnrlher \\I(h our lnnshllnn, ic:
may bo as well to observe that In Germany,' betrothed,
as'well as newly mneried precsans, are ealled tliserfmine
rately Briilos and Beidegroo: An thero [s-no single
Tnglish word properly uxpressive of thoso words, w

;Iuo tathed - th'm mosne ll'l\lthlel —Tronslator's

ter company, as it was called in Herbesheim; hlil‘..

1 ‘themselves- every winter week by giving .

scn_nﬂul und long tulking, 'and ‘o lively playing:
.compnny. - This evening, at Ierr Bantes', nei-
ther musie, nor songs, nor games, nor jokes were
thousht of. . Sewe suw themselves in this civele

was within théee days of Advent, we may sup--
pose that the Dead Guest afforded a subject of
entertainment.  The young girls laughed inere-
dulously at the stories told of the ead Guest.
Many were glad that they had no bridegrooms,
swhom they would not have, disdained alter Ad-
vent thme. . Muny, too, earried poor frightened
<liearts, when they thought of suinchudy to whomn
those poor frightened heavts belunged.  The old
men uneninously agreed that the story of the
Dead Guest might not huve so airy u fundation
as was r'u)crnll_) snpposcd The young ‘men

wished the Deud Guest might come and try their
heroism. A couple of old gentlemen with warn-
ing fingers threatened 1he young buasters, Some
youny lu(uew ](nn(-(l the old gentlemen, and gave
vise 1o 1 gand deal of ruillery, witticism and wag-

Ts ihat ar emummmxeut for myifr tendb "uest‘:’
Awny with it, T say ! Living. entertainment !
No gossipping on the dend.” )
That is wy opition, also,” said the Cullector .
of Laxes, * It is less agreenble than the com-

moiest distraining . plensure.’

sit o'

the centenary
lll".
ladies will not he distorted.”
e I would liké to l\no\\' how t
was| &prcml abroad in’ the world,”. said
awyer 5 L ge. is dry ns skelefon. .
pelu-nc any other purpoza for it, than th it
has alwiys furnished materinls for l'omuncc un(l
1l \—and lhn: is all it s fit for."_ :
-+ On Kll(_! conn‘.xr}, " rqumcd Waldsi h, “ (h
story uf the Dead Gu'e'st as I once heard it rela-.
ted in my youth by an old huntsman, is too long,
and tedious to be well related in one day, lhew- ’
fore it has been forgotten.” ’
*“ Then you- I\now the story ?” <md many has-
Aily. - .
“.I remember- it but xmpcrfecv.lv
thlrlch. : . .
. Won! )ou’must le]nlc it to’ us,'? sm(l the .
gxr]:, and they
plense—now you must, toll it "o L
i There wag o’ resistance—no npolog- to bo.
R n’l..\'c(l ’llu. "nntle'mn joined ll\ou' m‘treuues

the Dead Guest; so we

young

{

rcplicd

were il neredalons; iwithout exception. " Some -

simple’story

I cnnnut !

for the fiest time ; some lnd prepared theme:
selves 1o say much: to one another, and as it

Uerbesheim has’ -
much more, to fear from living guests than'from

rest: ussmml that the heads of our. young:




