
CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

The Caro and Control or Prescriptions.

uly J. M. Gvo, St. L.OUIS.

Should tle druggist be required by law
to retain the original copy of everv pre-
scription compounded by him, and to
furnisi a copy only on request of the pa.
tient or of the physician ?

h'lie following is a section of the Mis
souri pharnacy liaw

I Every druggist, proprietor of a drug
store or pharmacist, shall carefully
preserve ail prescriptions compounded by
him or those in his employ, numbering,
dating, and fMing theni in the order in
which they are compounded, and shall
produce the saine in court or before any
grand jury whenever thereto lawfully re
quired, and on failing, nieglecting or re-
fusing to do so, shall be deemed guiity
of a nisdemet-anor, and on conviction
shall be punished by a fine of not less
than fifty nor more than one hundred
dollars."

By the enactment of this section the
lawnakers were inspired, not so mtuch
with the desire to protect the physician
and the druggist, as to provide a means
of detecting the unlawful selling of intoxi-
cating liquors by collusion anong the
three parties primarly interested, the
conumer completing the triangular ar-
rangement ; but, while the disreputable
doctor and druggist may be punished by
this provision of the laiv, others may uti-
lize it as a shield and a defence. That
ail prescriptions should be caref-dly t.led
and in such mianner as will insure then
fron daniage while rendering them read.
ily accessible, druggists generally are
agrecd ; but the thoughtful care exer-
cised in this important branch of the busi
ness is not uniform.

It is not tite purpose of this paper to
discuss methods.

By the wording of the section of the
Missouri pharmacy law quoted, the drug-
gist is directed to file the prescription
handed him to be compounded. This
means the " original," not a " copy," yet
the primary object of this section was
not to decide who, in the State of Mis-
souri, shal be consid -ô the legal
owner of this interestit ,.rap of paper.

Trhe comnand to IL.L druggist, in the
words of the law, leaves no doubt as to
the proper custodian of the prescription,
and, as a logical deduction, decides the
ownership. The model law which this
association hopes ultimately to franc
might appropriately contain such a sec-
tion.

Druggists ray be madie defend.ants in
danage suits. For a surcessful defence,
if the fact to bc established is the correct
conpoundng of a prescription, the
presentation in evidence of the original
is quite essental. The question as ti
thre ownelship of the prescription is an
old one, but so long as it is an open and
vital one lie discussion is in order

A decision by one of tlie higher courts
woild be velcome. Thle inferior courts,
in passinig upon it, have contradicted or.e
another.

No final decision is possible until there
shall be a law for interpretation. Each
state is at the mercy of ils lawmakers.
For a set of men i convention assemtbled
to agree that certain mtatters shouild be
controlled by law is sitpile entough. To
secure the enactnent of such a law by
the state legislature is usually a very dif-
ferent natter. Legislation asked for by
druggists is often regarded with suspicion.
It is thought to be for the benleit of a
class, the general welfare character of it
lot being usuially recognized Afier ail
of our gratuitous service to the public,
our altruisi mîay still bc doubted

h is a mistake to suppose that ail of
the ills of which we complain can be
reneoted by legislatian, but this thought
need not deter us fron effort in what we
conceive to be the direction of improve.
ment. It ouglt not to bc difficult to
convince physicians and patients that
druggists are fite proper custodians of
prescriptions; but what stand shali tie
druggist take if there tbe no law b'hind
which he cati retreat? 1t is not uinusual
for a customer to say : " Please return
that prescription with the medicine Youi
nay make and keep a copy of it if you
wish Io do so."

The druggist complies, and takes his
chances on any fiture conplications.
To do otherwise would be to invite a
contention which a politic business -nan
studies to avoid. The practice o
questing copies of prescriptions
originals remlaining in the possessiù..
the druggist, is a growing one.

From his standpoint the practice of re-
filling prescriptions, unless so authorized
by the physician, must bc considered in
this connection. If we concede it to be
the patient's privilege to demand and re-
ceive a copy of a prescription prepared
for him, then it is not possible for the
physician Io control the matter of its re-
petition, unless there bc an understand-
ing on this point at the inie it is wrntten.
The druggist, if requested by the doctor

nt to give a copy of a prescription, will
certanly sec that his whies are respected.
It is the duîty of tie druggist, furher.
more, to firily decline t0 give a ropy of
a prescriptiont except upon the request of
the phyncian, if it shouîld contain muor-

phine, cocane. or any other potent and
dangeros drtug. 1y tite exercise of tact
and -olteness, lhe can pirevent the precipi
tation of an upleasat scene. With
tIhese exceptions tite patient is likely uo
reeive a copy of his preschiption wiei
ie asks for it, and ie is at Iiherty to carry
it fronm store to store and get bids " on
tite cost of comtîpounding it.

Physicians vury properly object to the
frttîulient repetition of their prescriptions
without consultiation with thei, but yet
an ilhiler:a poliry n itheir part is apt to
estraige patients, and result m damiage to
their piraer.oe in the end Th'le doctor,
above aIl others, inist be a i.an of good
judgmelî-nt lie utuatly is potlitir, discreet,
anid actful.

lEvil consequnc<es d1o uindoubtedly
oftein follow itidtscrmunîîitate self-muedica-
lion. B>y a mtîtuîtal uisndCstanding bc-
tweeii lthe two professions, euiter wiit or
without legal enactmîetç, physician, phar-
miacist, and patient Woild ail be benefiued.

liesides the .- danà" a G ait-
other tree las recently becn discovered
that yields tartaric acid. Thits is the
baobab trce of Senegai,whose farinaceous
pulp surrotndng the seed thas beenl
found Io contalit nearly 2 per cent.of free
tartaunc acid, anid neadiy- 12 per cent. of
bitartrate of potassiui.

Sunulowers i AlaLtrna. - An emni
tient lidiatt ntcdit. ufßicer is satisfied
lthat the growth of suniflowers in mtalarial
suif is better than eucalyptus as a pre-
venive of italaari. 'lhe Governmett
uf India are muak.g e.tensîte e.xperi-
tlents to dtterimigIL thIs point.

A French doctor has invented an elec-
,tic helitet, mltside of witch is a smail
motor that vibrates strips of steel, lthe
motor making 6oo turns per minute.
T'his whizzing is supposed to cure ier
vous headache, and put the sufferer to
slcep.

Iowdered Lanolin.--Tiis is a German
preparation coînposed of miagnes. cari>.
zinc. oxide, or talc. with lanolin. 'lie
lanolin is dissolved in ether and tite
powder added ; on evaporation the resi,
due is powdered.


