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For tha Presdyterian
ORIENTAL OQ0CUPATIONS.—THE

FARMER.

RY REY. J. DUNBAR, DUNBARTON.

While older than I have been, still I am
not yot beyond the range of viefdly recol-
leoting muoh to rejoice in, as well 28 not a
little to regret, in connection with my earlier
years. Among those rogrots yst roadily
reoalled, was the comparative lack of op-
porfunity, common tg many with myself
in this country, and tlat period, of becom-
ing aognainted with thoso habits and eus-
toms, implements and ocoupations of east-
ern vations eo cssontially necsssary to tho
intelligend reading of many portions of
God's holy word. In order, with others, to
sldin remodying such a defoct, still to a
oertain extbnt provalent, I conld wish, with
. your approval fo write something on * oxi-
ental vsonpations,” the better thereby fo
attraot the young to the reading of tho
Bible, and especially to intorest and benefit
toem in so doing, and it may be at the
same time lessen the ignorauce if not the
indifforence of some who may have long
aluoe laid aside all claim to belong to stich
a-olasa. ‘

The enrliest cesupation on record was
the oultivation of the soil, The first father
of var kacs was A gardener, and the first
born of man “was a tiller of the ground,”
and it is aleo said of Noah the second fathier
of mankind, that he * began to be an hus.
bandman,” while sires and sona in onward
- :generalions lived aud died an agrioultural
" -peoplé. The surface of the Holy Land, the
loiag promised and at length possessed hvine
of the ehosen peopls. of God, being diversi.
fled with hill and dale, lofly mountain.and
Javel plain, gave rise to a greéat varidty alike
of olimate and soil. The ecil somprehiend.
od all kinds, from that of the barren tmoun-
tain side and the rooky ground where there
was not muoh earth, to the good and fertile
ground such as is seen in the vale of Jor-
dean or the plains of Jericho, while the
olimate in the respeotive sensonsof the year

snow-oapped mountains in fhe norih, to
[ the intenge heat of . the southern vales.
Generally speaking, howéver, the atmos.
< phere is mild, the summers are commonly
dry and ofien ,extrerdely hot. Very hot
_days however'are frequently followed by
" yory oold nights, veritying the words of the
" patriarch shepherd, that in the day the
drought. consumed him snd the frost by
, might. Dauring tlieperiod-of the patriarchis
" very little is said in regard effher to their
implements or modes of aprionlturs, but
" when their descondants bepsme possessed
of the land of Canaay,a land alreadv under
oultivation,their kowledgé would doubt-
Jess bo not & little “indreased by adopting
mray of the practices already existing in
thé country. As sgrioultural operations
varied with the season of the yesr, each
kind will be noticed under its respeotive
seneon, only premising that with the Jews
the year was divided into six seasons, in
keeping with the promise made to Noah
that ¢ while the earth remaineth, seed time
aud barvest, and ocold and heat, and sum.
mer and winter shmll not cease,” a division
which itis said still exists smong the Arabs
4o this day.

I, 8gxp-rimE.—This season began with
the former or early rain, and inoluded the
two months from early in Qofober to a cor-
responding period in December. Until
these periodiesl rains begin to fall it wonld
have been impossible as well as useless to
attompt either to plough or sow. Tous the
plows and the plowing of ancient times
would seem to be a mockery or matter of
merriment. At firat the ground was open.
od with pointed stioks, and thus they dibkled
in the ased, then a kind of hoe was employ-
od, while in wet soils the lighter animals
stoh as sheep and goats were employed to
tread in the seed with their feet, In Deu-
teronomy we have the firet mention made
of the plow, but merely its name, not its
form. The first kind of plow was simply
the orotoh or fork of a tree, the one limb
ont short and pointed to scratch up the
ground and the other cut long emough fo
fasten to the yoke of the animals drawing
it, while the plowman Yept this in tke
ground and gnided it as beat he oould by
another limb loft long enongh tov lay hold
of, or Iatlerly by a handle atiached thereto.
An {be plow kad not omly to be gnidedin
the ground, but ofien pressed into the
ground by the plowman, requiring the con-

#inned axevsive &t onea of his strengih and
bl akill, we see in thils the Giness and the
‘forpe of the Agute of our Lord about ** look-
dug bk, -In_douree of time the point
W ip*tk:ﬂi?und ‘wis shod w:ih

Theod of Ix%n, aid'ta ¥ much resembled
) m&m& by the anelent war-
: Ahat it 00013 ba snaily converted into
#hid Wiariiks weapon, bience tha beating of

somprised all befween the extremes of the b

swords into plowsbares as smigmtioant of
puace, & statement all but recaningless
when xppliad to onr swords and plowsharos,
The plow was generally drawn by oxen, snd
their harnoss was simply eithor a yoke, or
thongs attached to the head and horns,
The Jows wero forbidden to plow withan
ox and an aes togothor., In Syria thoe plow
ia siill sometiozes drawn by one amegll cow, at
most with two, and sometimss only by an
nss. Tho animaly at the plow were gaided
and urgod on sometimes by ascourgeorlash,
but gonerally by n gand, a atafi abont oight
foot long furnished at the ono end with a
flat pieco of iron for oleaning tho plow,
and at the other with an iron spiko tor
goading on the oxen. For the ox to kiok
against this sharp pointed goad was both
foolish and huriful, henoe the allusion to
kioking against the pricks or points of the
goads, 'This instrument too, lils the plow-
sharo, was sometimes effectively turned into
a weapon of warfare. The plowmen gen-
erally go in nompanies, partly from the
love of gossip and partly for mutual pro-
teotion, and as each day's plowing is vowed
as it is plowed, one sower did for a whole
company. Itwssin somo such company
as this thal Elijah fonnd Elisha ¥ plowing
with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and
he with the twelfth,” nol as some supposs,
with a {eam of twelve yoke of oxen, but
twelve teams of one yoke each, and he with
the twellth.

The kinds of grain sown by the Jews.
were wheat snd barley, cereals similar to
our own ; rye, which some are inelined fo
rogard rather as spelt, an inferior kini of
wheat; bread made from barley aund rye
was uged by the poorer olasses, Fitches,
anise and oummin, wers aromatio seeds
used as condiments., They had neither
hay, oats, peas, nor poiatoes, and their
tares resembled ours only in nsme, being a
deleterious weed, which until it headed out,
much ressmbled wheat, while the season
of plowing and rowing depended not a
littlo npon theix periodieal rains, yet in
ordinary yesrs the sowing teok place about
the end of Ootober and onward in Novem-
ber, fhe wheat being sown Hrat and the
arloy afterwards. Sowing is an operation
which has been but little affeoted by the
progress of invention, for the sower with
his seed bag or basket on his left arm, and
the seed therafromn sown ¢ brosdesst” with
tha right, is p pioturs .common to all agos.
It ¥éems that no instrument resembling our
harrow wis then known, and how the seed
| town was covered, if at all, is to us little
bettey than conjeoture, slthough some say
it was covered by a cross furrow. The
word rendersd * harrow' in the book of
Job means literally to break the elods,
and it js thus rendered elsewhere. These
olods were sometimes broken by hand with
& hoe or hammer, and sometimes as in the
above allusion by some kind of & log roller
drawn by animal power. Illustrative al.
lusions to sowing ave not unfrequent in the
seriptures. The Paalmist speaks of “sow.
ing in tears,” which may allude to seasons
of great soarcity when the poor peasants
part in sorrow with every handful of
precious seed which they oast into the
ground, for it is like taking the very bread
out of their children's mouths, and in so
doing many bitter teaxs are often shed. This
statement often receives further illustration
by scenes similar to those enasted in the
A.ys of Job when the Sabeans slew his
servants with tho odge of the sword and
oarried off his oxern and asses. As ths pea-
sants generally lived in villages or towns
for mutual protection, their best grain grow-
ing fields were sometimes six oreight milea
distant, and just 8o much neaver the law.
less boxder of the desert, so than when the
country is disturbed or the government
weak they often could not sow their seed
except at the risk of their lives. They
therefore go forth to plow and sow in large
compsanies completely armcd aud ready to
drop the plow and seize their armor at a
moment’s warning., They thus sow in fear
and snxiety and oft in teare, for amid all
their care many and fatal oalamities befal
them. Anothor well known sllusion is the
parable of $he sower, the full meaning of
which is not always gotten. The farmers
asalready noticed lived mostly in villages;
and they went forth to sow, not as with us
to well fenoced fields, but to the open coun.
try ; where the rond-way oft passed through
the onltivated lands; where thorns grew in
elumps all around ; where ths roeks peep
out in places through the sasanty scil, and
where also were patches mear by, more or
lees uxtensive and eoxiredhely fertile. A
Inte traveller in passing throngh such &
looality says, here we have ihe four con.
ditions of the parable within a doxen rods
of e, bur horses are actually frampling
down some seeds which have fallan by the
way side, and lIatke and sparrows are busy
picking them up, hat man with his mat-

tosk-1s igging about placos whers the roek

is too near the surfaco for the pluw, and | Lemsolves to ohuioh dioipHan or expuleion, kouws to bo falss. A book, which Lnds

muoh that I8 sown there will wither away

A oonspiouous oxample of this olaes 1way

o rescgnltfon in the New Testament

becuuns it has ne deepnesr of earth, and | bo geen in professor W. K. Smith of Aber- | #d whoo oanouloity was long suspuoted
not & fow soads bave fallen among the | dsen,

thorns whioh will most assuredly ohoke

In his now famous astizle on ¢ha Rible,

by the Christian as well as by the Jewish
Uluroh, must alnk to the rank of an apro-

their growth, yot sa fextile is soma of the [ in the 0th edition of the Encylop@dia | oryplal production.”

good ground that tho same writor says, 1
bave seon more ihan a hLnndred stalks
springing from one ros}, and each with a
head bowing gracefolly bonesatl a load of
fall and woll formed grain.” Othex al-
lusions might have been presented, but
when the mode is given, the meaning is
opsily golten,

II. Tho noxt seasor is winter, which ro-
sombles ours in little but the name. In it
the husbandman rests from his field work,
and inregard to it seripbure makes but Little
allusion either in regard to what it did or
what was donein it. It inolndes tha two
months ending with the latter part of
Fobruary, although houses fires axo needod,|
about four months in the year. Towsards
the erd of Novemboer the {rees begin to
lose their foliage, and aboat the middle of
Deoember snow begins to fall, hut except
on the mountaing i seldom lies over one
day. IXoe, foo, in shady places will ocoa-
aionally bear a porson, but it insoon melt.
od away by the sun,

III. The third seazon s simply oalled
the cold season, not becaute it was colder
than the winter that preceded if, but colder
than the season that followed it, This is
specinlly the spring seagon, and included
the two months from the early part of
February to the corresponding period in
April, With the advent of \he séasoun the
fitlds begin to sppésr greun ; as it progres-
ges the trees put forth their folinge, and in
due oourse, blossom and flowsr manifess in
their order their variegated beauty and
fragrance. The heat gradually inereases,
and the sown flelds soon begin to wave
with promised abuddance. Thunder and
hail storms are more frequent than in
wintor; destruotive to vegetation and not
seldom fatal {o both man and beast. To-
warde the end of the season the more ox less
frequont rains that gave beauty and strength
to the maturing orops bepin to cease, till in
the latter part of April *“tho latier rain”
‘falls, and the wheat and the barley have
nearly attained to their fu]l growth, and
espeoially in the plains of Jericho the barley

is well nigh ripe.
(Ooncluded nemt week.)

For the Prosbyterian.)
MODERN BIBLIOAL HYPER.CORI.
TIOISM.

BY BEY, JOHK GRAY, M.A., ORILLIA.

No. 1.

For years, numbers of ungodly scholara
in Germany, loaded with prodigious stores
of erudition, have been investigating the
history and litexature of the Holy BSerip-
tures. Applying their nusanotified know-
ledge in an illogical and irreverent manner
to the Saered Records, they have adopted
principles and arrived at oonolusions,
whioh sap the very foundations of truth.

There is, however, a freshness, conjoined
with {races of originalily, about their views;
which render them atiractive to msny
minds. It is not, therefore, to be wonder-
od at, that these ponderous and learned
authors have been studied and admired by
meny British and American ministers,
that these works have been bespatiered
with praise, and numbers of themr trans.
lated into English, as well as extensively
circulated.

The oirculation of such works has
been largely aided by the wave of sceptio-
ism whioh is now passing over Ohristen:
dom, and whioh specially relishes any
spioy assaults upon the Holy Oraoles, or
any statements that seek to undermine the
old orthodox falth.

Another ocircumstance whioh has tend.
od o the wido diffusion of these heterodox
writings is the change of views, through.
out the chureh, in respect of thio appoint.
ment of Profussors in Colleges, leading to
the choice of young and vigorous persons,
without fully matured opinions, instead
of aged veterans, thoroughly established in
the faith.

Fanned by such propitions ciroumstances,
these German theories and fanoies regarding
the divine word havo effected a secure
lodgment in many & manse and in not a
fow Thoologioal Halls, and are npoi only
exercising a baleful influence over many
trath-loving minds, but are also undermin.
ing the faith of not & few, and gradually
oasting them adrift from the old standards
of orthodoxy.

On the part of many, matiers have resoh.
o1 thiz siage, that they are irying,
jn their longings after originality fo find
out, How far they oan go iAn the direction
of heterodoxy, and how fax:they can wan.
der outside of the wholeroms {eachings of

creeds and eonfessions without exposing

Britannica ho confices himself to the fol-

lowing topio.  ** The present artiole, ' ho

writee, ~* secks to give & genersl acconnt of

tho historical and literary conditions un-

der which tho auiyue literaiure of the QA

sod Now Tsstaments sprang ap, and of tho

way in whioh the Biblioal buvks were

brought togother in s canonioal ocollestion,

and handed down from age to age.

In his treatment of this quostion, he

gives a goneral and comprehensive sketch

of the origin of tho Old Testament canon,

and then proceods to divide its literature

into historical, poetico-didactio, and pro-

phetio,

In considering those three divisions, he

evinces » hankering aftor sirange views,

and a tendency to depart from the oid

paths,

1. The offeot of the perusal of his produe.

tion is to unsettle our faith in the genwine.

ness and authenticity of the Hebrew Borip-

fures, and to destroy our attachment tothe
inspired writings. It insinuates doubts,
starts objections, and states opinions, the
very sntipodes of those usually held by
the great body of Christians, Xt suggests
questions like the following ¢ Is the Old Tes-
tament the {rue and pure canon of revola.
tion? Aretheseveralbooks of the Bible cora,
plete and oorrect ? Hrve not errors ercpt
in, which the higher eriticism of modern
times hns exposed. Is the Old Testament
.not after all ax imperfeot work, needing the
improvements rscommended by modern
learning and eritioism.

An egsay, withso unhealthy a moral tone,
and so destructive of what is faithful and
true, in its instinotive teachings sud ten.
denocties, oannot but exert & prejudioial in.
fluence on the religious thought of the age.

2. It applies the principle of fictitious
suthorship to cortain books and par.s of the
Bible.

When the ohureh began to grow corrupt,
parties wrote religious works, and; to give
them. greater authority, palmed them off
a8 the produciions of Apostles, like Paul,
or apostolic men like Ignatiug,

The same thing Professor Smith affirms
has besn done in conneotion with some of
the eacred books,

“ Now the Book of Deuteronomy pre-
sents a quile distinet type of atyle, and
suggests the idea that the Deunteronomio
hand is the kand of the last editor of the
whole history from Genesis to Xings, or a¢
least of the non-Levilioal parts {hereof.
Again, 1t is diffioult to suppose tnat the
legislative part of Deuteronomy is a5 0ld as
Mosen.”

“Boyond doubt thebook is, ag already
hinted, & prophetio legislative programme,
and if the author put his work in the mouth
of Moses instead of giving it, with Ezekiel,
a directly prophetio form, he did so, not
in pious fraud, but simply becaune his ob-
jeot was not to give a new law, but to ex.
pound and develope Mosaio principles in
relation fo new deeds. And s
ancient writers are mnot accustomed
to distinguish historical data frora his.
torical deduotions, he naturally presents
hig views in dramatie form in the mouth
of Moses.” He next states that < {he Den.
teronomio legisiation is not earlior thanthe
prophetio period of the eighth and seventh
oentaries (before Christ).”

*In like manner, the Book of Job may
be plausibly referred fo the seventh oon.
tury B.0." Aud even poor Job iz denied
any other existence than the fotitions
hero of a novel. *“In the Book of Job,”
says tho learned professor, ¢ we find po-
otical invention of incidents attached for
didactio parposes to & name apparently
derived from old tradition.” So Job’s pa-
tionoe is but & Christinn grace, annexed to
an old traditional namo, and his dunghill
and exiatenos but a shadow and a fietion.

And what will our children say to the
extinotion of Jonah and his great fish, and
the turning of his exeiting story into a
traditional legend.

Speaking of Job thero ooours the follow-
ing language. * There is no valid a priori
reagon for denying that the Old Testamont
may contain other examples of the same
gort, The Book of Jonah is generally view-
od asa oago in point.”

Gallantry alone might have restrained
the writer from Iaying saoreligions hands
on that noble Jewish lady, Esther. Buatit
is said of her, that she too has been viowed
as » flelion by many who are not over
sosptisal erition.” And ma if to add insult s
injury, he not only igmoves the Jewish:
Queen's real existence, but actually rules
the book itself ont of the canon, and plases
it in the apoyerphs, on evidenes that m?
ordinary stadent of Biblieal lilerature

Aund wo need not wender to find, after
such raarvellons disooveries and econulu-
slons, on ths part of the professorial lamin.
sty of the Fres Church College at Aber-
deen, that Solomun Lad very liitle to do
with his woll known Proverbs, aud had no
conneotion at all with Eoclesiastes. 1n
regard to the former work, he delivers this
judgment : “In trath, the several svolions
of the bock ars varied onough in oolor, to
mske it plain, that we have before us the
oagenos of the wisdom of contarics. while
the Infroduotory address in cLapters f.-ixe
shows how a latar nge loarned to develop
the gnomio siyle, 8o as to fit it for longer
compositions,”

Of the latlor hook, e speaks thus:—
“The fundamental iype of Hebrew phil.
osophy remains, however, unohanged, svan
in the book of Rcolesiastos, which bears
every mark of a very lato date, long after
the exile,"

For the presont, we must olose this
artiole, and reserve our furlher extracts
und remsarks for o future occasion.

For the Presbytertanis.
REV., CHAS. H, PAYSON.

BY BRY: DAVID MITONRLL, TORONYO.

The Bond Streok Congragational Church

of this cily recently extended a oall to {he

above named gentleman to their vacant

pulpit, It gave us much fpleasure at the

time {o think that there was thus a pros.

peot of a minister being brought from the

rank and file of the New York clergy, asa

sort of quid pro quo for taking from our
midst & man so greatly beloved as the
Rev. F. H. Marling. At the same $ime,
knowing Mr. Payson well, and being fa-
miliar with the peculiarly pressing nature
of his work, it seemed hardly probable that
any inducement could remove him from
New York. Bat liltle did wo think that
the Lioxd was then about to give our bro.
ther a call to the higher servico in heaven.
Thus however it has proved. My, Payson
entersd upon the present year in the very
best of health and spirits, with every pros-
pect of giving himself more and more to
the Master's oaues, and also of spending
many years in the service he so much
loved. As utusl he entered upon the week
of prayer with genuine delight and expeot-
sncy. He had nightly meetings in his
Chureh. In oomsequence, he caught cold,
whioh developed in pneuronin, and after
a short illness he suoonmbed to the dans
geroun disease, Thus ws now know one of
the reasons why i was not permitied by
the Master to asoopt tho call {o labour in
Toronto. His work was done. What tho
Lord had give him to do he had thoroughly
accomplisbed. And so this good and faith-
ful servant was oalled to his reward.

Mr. Payson lived much, though not lorg.
In infanocy he was dedioated o the minis-
fry. His youth and early manhood were
devoted %o preparation for his life work.
In {860 when bordering upon thirty years
of age, ke entered upon his duties as mis-
sionary minister in a portion of New York
donsely filled by the working-classes,
especially of the German nationality., His
work grew upon him day by day. He
gathered the poor from a Isrge ares, and
gradually monlded them into a flounshing
oongregation. It is probable he has been
the 1neans of converting hundreds if not
thousands of drunken and depraved pere
sons ; while the liberal measures he intro«
dueed for renching the German population,
and egposially their children, proved he was
possessed of statesman.like ability. The
congregation of Mr. Payson, when wo were
associated with him in the Presbytery of
New York, had increased to a memborship
of 700. A few years ago thoy built a hand-
some and ospacioty structuce to meet the
varied wants of the people and district.
In this place evor since a grand and noble
work has been going on. The Madison
Squars Church Mission was like a light-
houge in the midst of tho darkness, The
work will go on, and God will raise up a
worthy snocezsor, though we eould not
name one in all our sirole of friends who is
qualified for oarrying on the vast under-
taking which goew and developed under the
wministrations of Mr. Payson.

Such an eamrly death we feel to he &
warning to ministers in middle life, and to
all who knew ihe.subjeot of this notios, as
well as o those whoss eyes may fall npon
theae lines. *He being dead yot speaketh.”

‘Wz are happy in being able o announce
a Riter from Rev. J. Fraser Campbell,
M.A,, for next issute. It is dated Madrzs,

18tk January.



