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treiver, jules Verne himsclf. coulti have accomplishret bis
purpose better. The wbolc plot Centres about the secret
machinations of a marvellous secret bociety, known ns thc
Invisible lianti, whosc abject was tbc comnplete destruction 01
Russian dcspotiosm. Cosniopolitan in its nature, the society
hati its hcadiquartcrs ici santie wandraus underground cavertis
near Chattanoagn, U. S., Where its treasurts wec storeti,
protecteti by the nst elaborate scicntific contrivances. Tire
%tory proper lallows the adventnre of an Englishman, Who
joins the order throught thc instrumeîtitality af ane af its
apostles, nanied Valdermere. Valdermtere. lîimself a strang
and tvcl.-conccived Character, is shadowed b>' a fmnous French
tictective, Desnau, who eventually diseovers tise secret af tire
caverns. Then therc is a £rand denoucînent in whicli ail tire
principals arc involveti ini a terrible natural upheaval in tire
caveras. Thsis climax is alike thrilling aîîd effective.

CAMEL CRANEVCROW. By George Da r McCuîieon. Toronto - bdcLcod
& Allen. Pnc.$,.n5.

WiIII a hecense wortby of Anthony Hope, Mr. MeCutchcun
bas an IlCastie Craneycrow"I made a daring raid on inodern
Buroptian societ>', andi, in consequence, lins praduced a deci-
dedly romandie and engrossing talc. The rescuc of a beautifull
Amecrican heiress front the hantis of ai wickcd italian prince,
ta wham she as affinceti, through the instrumentality of a
former lover, comprises tire grountiwork of the stor>'. The
scente is laid first nt Brussels andi latterl>' at Castie Crancy-
crow in Luxembourg, au olti feudal castle owned 1»' Lord'
Saxondale, an English noblegnan. whither the heiress is ab-
ducteti b>' ber laver on the eve of ber niarriage. The carlier
strugglcs for the girl betwe» the prince andi the yoting Anicri-
can lover, aitied b>' their several atiberents, aend the final coup
by which the girl is saveti are exceedinigl>' wvll hantileti. Not
anly is the plat itseîf exeellcntly designed andi perfecteti, but
the character sketchiag and tire skilful fencing between thte
hiero anti the heraine are tieserving af much praise.

SIGNORA, A CIIILDO0F TalE OPERA tIOUSE. Dy Gusiav Kobbe New
Votre. R. H. ttus:<ii. 19n2

Tht fascination ai tht Baheinian lift of tht theatre per-
vades this beautiful book, with its wealth af lovel>' illustra-
tions. Fact anti fiction arc interwovcn ia its pages, andi,
white we recagnize mally nomes andi tan aissociate tbcmi with
real persanalities. yet the waïf.child sa strangel y brouglit into
tht liue ofthe theatre is surely a produet of tire imagination.
Leit an infant nt the stage doar. little Signora becomes tht
peculiar property of Yudels, tht hnndy inan af tht opera bousse,
anti grows up in. the theatre, tire favorite of ail the opera
singers. The description of ber first trip inta the auter world
is dtlightfui. for everything ta ber mind is associnteti with tht
sights andi scents with which shle lias been familitr. Tite
author bas Wavell about the waif child much absarbing mat-
ter about lhec behinti tht sces andi on tire roati, nat tire lité of
the ordinary troupe but of grand opera artists.

THEB UWeG 5TRAIOIIT ROAD. Dy George Ilorion. Toronto, McLeod &
Allen. Plik $1.2s.
That there is romance even ia thet mast comsmonplace af

]ives is ably demonstraiteti in tirt pages of this book. M r
,Horton bas attaccet a most prosaic anti unpromising subject
:-that of inarricti lift--and ba% succedtcti in imparting ta it
just mach a cbarmn as anly a rcally clever author coulti inspire
it witb. Ht bas trace in ii s completeness a marriage of mis.
taken impulse anti bas thrown ino sharps contrast witb it a
marriage of hclpiul and loyal hearts. To the first pair, andi
especiali>' ta tht man, accustonicdinl bis Cartier days ta a 111e
ai freednm and pleasure, the matrimonial state becoînes a
wearisomc anti bitter grind-averitable -"long straigbtroad."
To tht second pair the passing years serve but to revive a
perennial youth andi nake cach dearer in tht cyts of the oter.
The atmosphere, tht sights, tht sountis, tht lufe ofta great City'

are about tirent andi tbi hsuitropolitati air, wel.depiecd by
the nutîsor, this drnîuan ai lueé rani ite course. -Thse Long
Straiglit Rond," let uis caiîfée. is an admirable portrayal of
City' hire to-day.

FUEL 0P PIRE. Dy Ellen Tlivneycroft Fowler. Torontot Witlnm Iligg-.

In ber latest book Miss Fowlcr bas attempteti mort plot.
action thon in aily ai lier former works. In filet, "lFuel of
Pire " is tht nenrest appronch ta a genuine novel wbicl i se
lias yet produceti. Wletlîcr we lilce ber bettcr ia it thtan iii
tire mare effigrainitie IlIsnbel Carnaby"I or "lA Double
Tiartad." is a inatter of doubt. Hlowever, there is sufficient ai
tirt olti-tinît witty aint clever dialogue ta comnîcîsd it ta aIl
admsirers af tht English authorcas. Tht talc Iiiinga about a
oletider tbread. l3axendale Hall ii Englanti, tirt ancestral
home ai the Baxendales, bas bc-en tiestineti b nu ancient curse
ta bc tliriee btirneti, first b>' the King. aext b>' tht State, nti
tlnally by a psower greater tirait elther of tliese. Twleec was
tht prophey fulfilleti ta tire letter, anti it is about tht third
burning that tire stary dents. Miss Pawler wtaves much tir-
cumstntial evidence against Laurence Baxendaît, the young
owner. Hli. poverty, the preseace ai a highly.insured librer>'
ia tht Hall, lii devotion ta Nancy Burton, aI sem ta point
ta bis guilt. There is a mysterious loss af keys and many
ather pecaliar circuinstances concerneti witb tire burning.
Final>' tht niystery is salveti in a tost ingtniaus andi unex-
pecteti manner, anti aIl suspicion is clearcd away front yoang
Lauîrenice. However well Miss Powltr bas developeti -.bis
plot, it muait bt atimitteti that she is miore at homte ia lier
depiction of sucb anr inimitable character as Lady Alicia,
niother ai Lauretie Baxendale.

CECILIA, A 5TORY 0F MOD13RN ROIIE. liy F. Mation Cr&%viott.
Toraisin: The Copp. Clark 0amIýny.

1 t is scîdoin that ain authar gives the naine af ait aId baok
ta a new one. Vet this is wvbat Mr. Crawvfart bas dont-
IlCecilia'Il alsa bcbng the ttet ai Miss h3urney's once-faînous
book. %Vbet1ier Mr. Crawiorti's " Cecilia " wil.beconie faiaus
remaisis ta bc sien. At present, at aayv rate, it in ini tht list ai
bcst.selling bookcs Cccilia Palladia is a wealthy Italian
heiress wlîo takes up lier resideuîce in Ronme with bier sîsother.
T3esides wtalth, site lias beaut>', is il qtutof a philosoplsy.
anti quo'es Karst andi Nietzschîe, but oîîlv on appropriate
occasions L.iînibc-rtoIamberti andti idad'Uste-twvo Issoni
frientis andi hounorable iicen-faîl iii love %viril lier. Guitia's
ant, tire Priîiccss Anatolie. aisd the girl's itler buave

nlreti<ly arrangeti ta bring about the uiuoni of thc two. andi
bis suit iii successful, whbite L.arnberto, sacrificiîîg blîsiseli for
bis fnienti, rtveals ta no ont bis love for Cecihia. But Lamn-
berto nigbtly drc-lius about lier. nsite iii tara nightly, ai
lier owiî volition, gçes,, iuito a sort of hypnotic state, during
wlîich both are iii spirit rarrieti ta. the bousse of tilt ancient
vestal virgins, Cecilia, white in tîis bypnotic statc, being
transfonieti into the last af t1int aciielt religiotis order.
*'Site hiadt a durit existence, anti dreameti henself into tise othier
ever_' day." On bccoîning engager] ta Guida, Cecilia. finall>',
aiter a severe strugghe, breaks bierseli frani her làypnotic prat-
tice, but ofI>' ta dreanis of Lataberto in ber siaturai slcep. The
result. ai course, is il final brcaking ai tht engogemeuctt with
Guida anti her marringe with Laniberto. Tht book s fll ai
tirnmatic intercst, stirring incidents and strikinig climaxes,
anti aile 15 iîîdisposeti, after taking it op, ta put it clown antil
thse cati bas becn rcacheti.
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