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ring the day, but at Dight, whon Victoria was about ta withdraw,

Ibo said, IlTo4r.arrow niaining, my lord, nt any hour you
plonso-as oarly as soyon, if you like-wo ivili look ino the pa.
pers." I can net think," ivas the reply, Ilor intruding upon

yeu r majcsty nt se carly en heur; nine o'clock wiIl bu quito
carly enaugh." IlNo, no, my lord ; as tho papers arc aof im-
portance, 1 wisli them to bu attended te vi-ry carlv. flowever,
if you wîshi it to bo nine, ho Et fio." At aine o'cl,ck the ncxt
inorning the queun wu. so.ited at lier table, roady ta rtccive the
nobleman. and hia papiers.

TWO SoUtmS lm VIlU

Yh. Watrn. Bridge aIl Wier'a oàvo.

at «V. 303111sv

O#a lovoly morning toivard the cl ose of spring. 1 found niyseif
En a very beautiful, part of th Great Valley ofViiia Spur.
red on by impatience, 1 baheld the sun rimîng in apenour and
changing tia bina tinta on the tops of the lofty Alleghany meun-.
tains loto streaka of purest gold, and nature seemad ta smEle in
the freshness of bcauty. A rida of about fifteen miles, and a
pleasant woodland ramible of about two, brought myself and my
companian ta the great Natural Bridge.

Althougli 1 lid been anxiously looking forward ta this tErne,
and my mmnd had been considerably excited by expectation, yet
1 was net altogether prepared for this vErit. This great work
of nature in considercd by many as the "second grent curiasity En
aur country, Niagara Falls bcing the firat. 1 do nlot expect to
convoy a very correct idea of this bridge, for nu description cat
do this.

The Naturel Bridgo in entirely the work of God. It is of
solid limestone, and connecta two huge mountains together, by a
inoat beautiful arch, over wbich there is a groat waggon rond.
Ite logth front oneo outain tu tia other !ci nearly aighty feet,
its widtft about thirty4live, its thickness forty.ti.ve, and Ets porpon.
dicular hoight aboya the water je flot far from two hundrcd and
tweonty fcct. A few bualîca grow on its top, by îvhich tha tra-
veIler niay hold himself as ha looks over. On cnch aide of the
stream, and near the bridge, arc rocks projccting tan or fifteetî
foct ovor the water, and frain îwo hundred ta three hundred feet
frrnt ità surface, ail of limestonc. Tho visiter cannot givo se
good a description of the bridge, as he can of his feelings at the
trne. Ho softly eceps out an a shaggy projecting rock, and
loolting down a chasim from fort), te sixty faot wido, ho noes,
noarly thrco hundred feat boloty, a wild stream foaming and
dashing against tha rocks beneati,, as if terrificd nt the rocks
abora. Thtis strcam is caliod Cedar Creok. He secs undor
tha arch, trecs %vhose height Es seventy feet; and yet, as ho look8
down upan them, thcy appcar lika small bushes of pcrhaps two
or tbre feet En hright. 1 saw soverai birds fly under theanrch,
and they looked lil<a insecte. 1 threw daîvn a atone, and count-
cd thtrty.four before it rcachcd thc water. Ail lîcar of hcights
and of depths, but tbcy hore sec what E» high. and tbey tremble,
and f(el i ta bc dcep. The awful rocks proet their everlast.
ing butmantq, the watar murmura anid roams far below, and the
t-.,o moutitains rear their proud hostie on each sEde, separated by
a cliannel of sublimity. 'Lhoto who view tha sun, the meurt, and
the 8turi, and allow that netna but God couTd rnake tham, will
bore be imprcssed that none but an AlmigMj God could build a
bridge like this.

Thc view of the bridge tram beiow, Es as plensing as the top
vicw is awful-tho areh from beneaili would sccmn ta bo about
twa tact in thickncss. Some ides. of the distance train thc top
ta the bottomn may bc formd, fromn the tact. that as I[stood -- l
dia bridge and my companion bcneath. ticither of us couid speak
sufficiently laud te bc hoard by the athar. A inia front cither
Jviow dos Dot appear more than four or five iachos in hcight.

a we atoad under this beautiful arch, wu saw the place where
viiters bava oftan takena the pains ta engrava their Dames upan
the rock. Here WVashington climbed up twcnty.five Liet and
carved bhis own na=n, wbore Et stiU romains. Saine wriahing t<>
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immortalise thnir naine, bave cngravcn theas dccp and large,
whiia others hava tried te elieib àp and inserLthàrm high a ii h nE
book af fame.

A rew ycars sine, a young nn, being ambitious ta place hie
Dame aboya ail others, camae vcry near losing bis lite En tlhc nt.
tempt. Aftr rnuah fatigua ha climbed up's high as possible,
but found that the persan who haed befare occupicd his place waq
taller then himself, and conaquently bad pince bis Dame abovc
hi% reacli. But ho wns nlot thus ta bc discauraged. Hel opancd
a largo jack.kuire, and En tha soft limostono bega to eut places
for bis banda and feet. Witli much patience and indu.î»try ho
worked bis way upwards, and succedad En carving hie same
highar than the mont ambitious had donc boforo hEm. Hae could
naw triumph; but hin triumph was short. for ho ivas placcd in
such a situationi that Et was impossible ta descend, unlae ho feul
upon tho rugged rocks becah him. Thora was no bouse near.
tram whence bis companians could get assistance. He could not
long romain in that condition, and, what wae worse, his friends
were too mucb frightened ta do anything for -lo's relief. Truîy
lookcd down upo. im as alrendy dend, expccting cvcry moment
ta sce hEm prccipitatud on the rocks below.acd dashed ta pEact-'Z.
Not sa witb himsalf. He determîned ta ascond. Accordingly
ho plies the rock, with hie kaife, cutting places for lie hands and
(et, and gradually ascanded with incrediblo labcr. Ho oxerts
overy muscle. His lite was nt staka, and ail the terrora of
deatb rosa beforo hEm. He dared net loak downwards, lest bis
head should becoma dizzy; arîc perbaps on this circumstance
his lite dependcd. Hie companione3 stood at the top of the rock
exhorting and encournging hilm. lis strength was almott ex-
hausted ; but a bare pOssibility of sainig bis JiII stili remained,
and hope, the last friand of tha distressed, lied flot yct forsakon
hEm. His couren upward.9 was rather oblique than porpendicu.
lar. His most criticnl moment lied now arriveci. H e brui m.-
cended considarably more tban two huadred teat, and had stil!
tarthar ta rise, whien ha felt himself fnst growing weak. lie
thought of his fi-iend.-. and ail hie aartbly joys, a.nd lie could uer
leavo them. Ho thougbt ot tho g;ava, and dared net meut it.
Ha naw made Ii laut -ort, and aucdd'c. No hudlicac lMs
way flot far tromn two hundrcd andfifty feet trom the watcr, in
a course almost perpendicular, and En a little lesa than twa
heurs, bis anxious companians rcached hlm a pola tram the top.
and drew him up. Thay reoived him wvith sbouts of joy, but
ho himseî ivas campletely exhaustcd. Ha immediatoly tainted
on reachitig the top, and -Et was soe tErne beore ho could be
recavered!

It was intercsuing ta ee tia patb up thesa awful rocks, and ta
falloiw in imagination this bold yauth as ha thus saved his lite.
Hia nnme stands tar tibove ail the tost, a monument of hardi-
haod, cf rnsbncss. and of folly.

We lingarod around this sent af granideur about four heurs;
but tram my own feelings 1 sbould nat have siupposed it ovor
haIt an heaur. There Es a little cottage fear, lately built; hue
woere dosired ta write aur naines as visiters of the bridge, in a
large book kept for this purposo. Twa large volumes were
nearly fillad En this mariner elrendy. Having irnmortalised aur
names by cnrolling thom En this book. wu slowly and silently re-
turned ta aur horses, wond-,ring nt ibis grent ivork of nature;
and wc could net but bo filled with astonishmcent at tho amazing
power of HEm, who n clatha Himselt in wonder arnd terrer, or
thruw arsinnd Hia works a niantle of subilimity.

About flirec days' rida ftra tha Natural Bridge brought us ta
a place calied Part Iù'public, about twenty miles frorn the tewn
of Staunton. Huro wc proparcd ourselves ta visit anotbor curE.
osity. The shower was now avor that liad %vot us ta the skin 1
-the suit was pouring down bis most scorclîing rays-the biea.
vy thunder bad gone by: n'a thrcw araund our delightcd cyes.
and bead nenr us tha lotty Alleghany raaring his slîaggy bond.
The south branch et tha Shenandonh) river, îvith its banks cuver-
cd with beautift troes, wae murniuring at aur fect-a lovoly

plain strctched belaw us as far as tha cya could ranch; and we.,
wvith aur guide, wec new standing about half-way up a bEll ncarly
two lîundred tct bigli, and sa stecp thtat a biscuit may ba tbrowa j
trant its top ino the river at its foot-we ware standing utth

-pvp in i

4aý "110


