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ECHOES 0F THE MONTH.

MERRý'ZIY Christmnas aîîd a l-laippy New
S Year to ail ouir subscribers and read-

ers, aîîd to evcry meinber of Dr. Bar-
nardo's -reat Canadian faniily! \Ve

-- are sending out this issue of Uî's AND

DOWVNs eariier iii the nîonth than uisual in order
that it may l>e in tiîne to reacli our friends by
Christnmas Day, and we hope that il wvill be a
token to rcmiind tîtei of those wvho, froin
Dr ]3arnardo dowvnwards, are thinking
of thein at titis season of tHe year, and
wishiiîg theni happiness and blessing in
their Canadian homes. Christmnas, ail
over the world, is a trne of reunions~ and
fanîily and social gatherings, aiîd w'e ',ould
wish it wvere possible for us to hiave sorte
great big gai hering of ourselves togetiier
to exchange greet inzgs and revive old lriciid-
ship. WVe cannot, howvever, attemipt this
more than once a year-the week of tHe
Toronto Exhibition-but we cati have a
union of hearts this Christmnas, and eachi
of us cani realize that wve are one of a big
society, wvitli conmmon experiences-enjoy-
in- the sainie benefits, facing the saine
trials and difficulties, and with commnon
duties and responsibilities to ourselves and
to eacli otiier.

Union aiid loyalty have chiefly been
the burden of our soag in wvriting and
speaking to Dur boys. and as Dur wvork
growvs older and otir boys grow up ail over
the country, we see increasingly the need
of intmal co-operation-in sinîpler wvords,
of -"stick-ing- to " each other and hielping -

eaclî other. \Ve hiave the advantage of a
rallying point in the personal respect and
affection wvhich, 1 believe, every boy feels
for our beloved friend and director, Dr.
]3arnardo. We cannot think that tliere is
a single boy aniong our numnber wvho wvould
willingly do what wvotld injure Dr. Bar-
nardo or discredit his wvork. A few may
unwittingly dIo harin to the cause, but there
is amongst us a stroîîg and xvell-nighi uni-
versai feeling of loyalty to Il the Doctor," '
and the oid Il Home " whichi wvs tue start
ing place of the new life, antI it is this feel-
ing of loyalty tlîat wve wvould arouse inito greater
activity, and which we wvould inake a stronger
influence iii the lives and conduct of our boys
tlîroughout the New Year.

We liave a liorror of Il gash " and senîti-
mentality. but we are flot gushing wheîî we write
of our boys' lnyalty to the old 1-oie, and we
cannot set before theni at the beginniîîg of the
New Year a motive, short of the highest of ail

motives, that it is more likely to influence theîîî
for good titan a desire to inaintain unhleniisiîed
througliout the year 1896 the good naine of
Dr. larnardo and his boys. W'e appeal, tîjere-
fore, to everyone to gîrd up lits loins at the he.
g1inning of the ycar, to put forth more deter-
mined effort, to fight htarder agaiîîst ail that ks
îlot pure and hionest and of good report,
and to stand tog-ether, shioulder to shoulder,
for the maintenance amnîoî us of ail tlîat
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contributes to true nîanhiîîess and uiseful citi-
zenship.

We are not sending our usual Christias let-
ter to our boys thîls year. as we are using Uî's
AND DowNs i îstead, and, tlierefore, we mnust givc
here the littie gentle Il rerninder " that wve gen-
erally include iii the Chiristmnas letter. It relates
to a certain p)ronmise mnade to Dr. Barnardo by
each boy who lias left the Homecs for Canîada, to

contritiute, whienever it wvas possible, a certain
smnall suini eacli year toward the support of the
Hontes. 1 arn sure that wvhen our thoughits go
back to those in the old land, wh!o, while wve are
enjoying our Christias cheer, are face to face
witlt hunger and cold and wvant, and who are
spendiiig their Christias by fireless hearths and
foodless cupboards, xve cannot grudge to be
reininded of this. Dr. Barnardo asks our help
to enable imii to carry comifort and relief to the

needy aîîd destitute, and to uphift those
wvlo have fallen ;and wve, to whom these
things are a reality and who cani say,
Ifreely we have received,- should surely

not be the least ready to contribute our
nI ite -' to the cause whicli is not only

ours and theirs, but is, we believe, of ail
otliers dear to the heart of Christ, and

* worthy the support of tliose ivho are His
servants.

* The record of our work siîîce the Iast
issue Of UPs AND DOWvNS lias not been
specially eventful. \'e lîcar muchi of bad
turnies artong the farmers, and tue wvorld.
wide depression tlîat seenis at present to

* rest upon agriculturai industry is beiîîg as
severely felt in Canada as elsewliere. N one
tie less, the deniand for boyskeeps up toits

* full measure, and even now, iii the middle
of the winter season tiiere is hiardly a post
thatdoes not briîig lettersof application for
boys, and if a good-sized party wvere to
arrive to-nîorrow xve should bie at no loss
to provide for thein. Very gratefully
w~e record this, as the fact constitutes
the liigliest testinioîiy to the success of our

*work aîîd the general good cliaracter of
our young people.

Letters froin and about boys pour in
upon us in copious abuîîdance, and our
Imail " is anything froni tliirty to seventy

letters a day. We are dciighted to hiear of
ouir boys as often and as much as possible,
and tlîoughi, inasniuch as tue fleslî is wveak,
we biave occasionally known wvhat it is to
groan iii spirit at the sighit of great stacks
of letters wvaiting reply aîid often requir-
ing anxious thouglit and the exercise of
careful judgmient, yet letters tlîat britig us

news of our boys are aiways înost welconie.
We cani, in fact, nleyer hiave too rnany, and nowv
tlîat the long winter evenings have corne, wvhen
there is plenty of turne to spare, wve wish aIl our
boys wvould write to us and tell us ail they cati
of tlîeir doings aîîd surroundings Bad news
of our boys is always sure to reacli us, but good
ncws is ndt so ready to travel. We don't see
why this should be so, and we venture even a
lîint to the eînployers of our boys that a little


