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markable growvth cf mnedical literature is well illustrated by comparinig
the reference on Syphilis ini Vol. X-'IV. of the first series aud ini Vol,
XVII. of the second ; in the. Que there were 109 pages, and ini the other
207.

It was always a inarvel to Dr. l3illiugs's friends how year by year
he kept up the publication of the Index Catalogue, but lie used laugli-
iugly to say that it was only a inatter of organization; hoe read every
page of the proofs, aud the uigular accuracy whieh characterizes the
work is due to Dr. Fletcher aud himeof. As an outgrcwth cf this liii-
rary work the Index MIIdiciis of the current miedical literature wa
started by Dr. Billings, aud contiued, after hie retiremrent, by Dr.
Fletcher.

Early i hie career Dr. Billings became iuterested i publie health
and i hospital orgasization, aud was i charge of the preparatioi oif
the vital statistics for both the tenth and eleventh cousus of the United
States. Of the Johns Hlopkins Hospital Trust Dr. Billihgs wss appoint-
cd adviscr, drew up the plans for the hospital, axnd was active ini getting
it crganized. An important interview 1 had wvith hie iflustrates Ulie
man snd hie methods. Early in the spring of 1889 lie came to my roonis,
Walnut Street, Philadeiphia. We had beard a great deal about thce
Johns Hopkins Hlospital, aud kuowiug that lie iras virtually in charge,
it at once flashed acrosa my mind that lie had corne iu connection with
it. Without sittiug down, he asked me sbruptly, "Will you takto
charge of the Medical Department cf the Johns Hopkins Hospitali?"
Without a moment 's hositation 1 suswered, "Yes." "Sec WVelch about
the details; ire are Wo open very accu. 1 amn very busy to-day; good
morning"; and lie iras off, liavig becu i my rcom flot more than a
couple cf minutes. In thc carly days cf the hospital Dr. Billinigua«,
counsél was always souglit, sud the~ grcwth of the. school was a matter
cf pride to hlm. For yeas he lcctured ou the bistory of iuedioine. lu
1891 h.e sccepted the pofessorship of hygiene at the Ulniversity of
Peuxiylvania, anud became director cf its neir laboratory cf biyglene.
Inx 1896 lhe became director of the INewr Yor~k Publie Library under the
Astor, Lacuox sud Tilden foundations, aud the erowniug wcrk of bis
lfe has been toe onsolidate these collections, aud te se. thein houssd
ln the magnificeut building that iras opeued twc years ago. The ex-
tcntof the library may bc gathred fTom the fact thatit has mor-4
thsu 2,000,000 'volumes sud upirards cf fi! ty brauch libraries, with a
staff of 1,002 persous.

lu the fouuidatiou of the. Carnegie Institution lu Wshington Dr.
BllUng tqok an active share, and for years he ias chairman of its


