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large centres, acts especially on the imagination of those
around, and more powerfully still, perhaps, of those at a dis-
La'ce. It doos not always convince, but it impresses, and, to
quote the words of a classical writer, it has the force of authu-
rity rather than of reason; and concurrence in it is not always
an intelligent decision, but a more or less blind submission.
Our ninds are often misled by nisrepresentations, and they
remain misled till other and truer representations put them
right again.

Surgical opinion, in an especial manner, is at first, and for
some time, what seems to be thought by every one in general,
and by some one, or perhaps no one, in particular. An opinion
hurriedly expressed by eminent, or even prominent, or perhaps
only self-beguiled authority is adopted; it is propagatcd; it
becomes the opinion of the general body, and although we
may have resisted the influence of the individual authority in
the first instance, we finally succumb to the voice of that
general body of which we are constituents-each part having,
without perceiving it, perhaps, donc its share in diffusing
truth, it may be in extending error.

The views on surgical questions, expressed cre they have
been fully considered; hasty reports of surgical cases, and
premature records of surgical operations-especially if the
operations have been bold and novel-when published within
a few daîys of their performance, are often misleading. Had
the publication of so-called successfuîl cases in medical journals
for its sole object the elicitation of truth, error. in time wouîld
be of snall moment.

The haste iii publishi ng enabios the operator to scatter re-
ports of his "triunphs " broadcast over the land as a bid fbr
further subjects for his skill. Is the journalist quite blaneless
in facilitating the premature publication of cases which had,
it is truc, left the hands of the surgeon or the surgical ward of'
a hospitil, but only to terminate fataully in the hands of a
medical practitioner or in a medical ward from the direct,
though perhaps not imediate, resuit of surgical interference ?
Would that the tutelary deity who is supposed to preside over
medical journalism might soordain that there should be a littie
less hurry, a littie less zeal in taking the public partially into
one's confidence, and in publishing successes while they are
yet problematical.


