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master of his profession, the -utter will he appear in the witness
box. . )

Medical men are often found ranged on opposite sides, called
for the purpose of contradicting cach other—a degrading
position, and one that should be. avoided when possible. The
attorney calls upon him, reports the case from his own stand-
point; the medical man forms and. gives a hurried opmxon,
based perhaps on parthd information,—it " suits thie. ideas or
interest of the attorney, who books him as a mtmss and when
on the stand he finds himself led by subtle qucstlonmg to make
unguarded statements, which, upon mature reflection and further
information, he would wish -unsaid. Ancther medical man is
called, who, having made himself master of .the subject, in the
interest of truth “md justice finds himself in the unpleasant
posiiion of being comp«,lkd to expose crrors of opinion. IHence
doctors get the credxt of differing where no differenee of opinion
should exist.

The motto of the general practitioner ¢ semper paratus”

“applies with foree to this branch of his profession, for whether

he resides in the town or: couuti‘y he eannot eséape the risk of

‘being suddenly called upon to give evidence. e may argue

that a little time will be . afforded him to look over his books ; ;
but let me assure him that a hurried. glance at them, unless he

‘has previously made medical ]uusprudencc his study, will not

‘protect hlm from cmbarmssment when in the witness box. The

B

accuracy of: hlS statements may and plobab]y will be tested by

‘the strictest’ or oss-examination. Let us suppose him summoned

to attend a person’ labouring under the effects of poison. At
the time he has no susplcmn of the cause of the symptoms as
the case progresscs, suspicion is aroused of poison having been

. given with criminal intent.” - In spite of treatment death ensues..

Here the functions of the medical. man-end and those of the’

‘medical witness begin. Ile cannot now avoid giving evidence,

or shift the responsibility on another ; the law wiii insist upon his
appearance at the ecroner’s court, and at the subsequent trial.

Therefore knowing that he must attend as a medical witness,
he cannot be too particular in his observation of every thing



