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The Elements of Materia Medica by the late Dr. Pereira has been the
standard of authority on this subject ever since its first appearance. l-
the later editions of the work each subject under consideration is treated
Most copiously. . The constant labour of the late author, bis continued
additions to bis store of knowledge, by pushing inquiry and verifying
the information. received, bas given to bis Elements the peculiar value
which it possesses as a work for reference. With a view of giving to
the profession a work with the stamp of Pereira, but of more convenient
size, possessing all that is essential to know, and adhering to the original
plan of arrangement, Dr. Farr, assisted by Professor Bentley and Mr.
Warmington, have prepared the present abridgment, arranged in con-
formity with the British Pharmacopoeia. This edition bas been specially
adapted for medical practitioners,ý chemists, mruggists, medical and pliar-
naceuticai students, inasmuch as the copiousness of Pereira's great work

becomes embarrassing to those who have but limited time at their dispo-
sal The editors have omitted all remedial agents, except those termed
by the author "pharmaceutical;" all mental, physicai, imponderable,

nd hygienie remedies, such as, the influence of mind, light, heat, elec-
ricity, food exercise, and clirnate. Secondly are omitted all"remedies-
wbiiclare not official, or which are not contained in the British Phar-
maeopSia; and, thirdly,' all classifications of medicines have been oniitted,
except those founded on the chemical relations of inorgancebodies and'

'on the botanical and zoological classification of plants and animals-yieldÈ
organie bodies. Other changes are to be found, ii the work"of a

ore directly practical bearing, such as where opinions expressed by the


