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GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP,

Referring to the fuel
Greetings has an artic le
following extract

uation the Port Hond
from which we make th
Perhaps in asking that the feq
eral government acquire the Mines, and Cual areas
as well'as the Tnverness Railwiy, Greetings |5
ing more than the wvernment will be  williy )
concede. "To buy all the Mines and Areas from
Port Houd to Chimuney. Corner, would involye the
expenditure Of a very large sum of money, In the
event of the federal government |
Mines, the Record pre

acquirin

unies the payment of ro

would be made to th local government, and
the Mines would stil] be subject to the Coal Mines
Regulation Act, and would have to he rked as

Department of Mines directed. The Record is . t
SUre whether the fedcral Cove rnment would haye
rights not now possessed by the operators of ¢ ur
Coal Mines: We think, with Greetings, that the
present railway should be aq quired and extended to
Chimney Corner.,

Coming ripht home, touching this vital issue,
we beg te int out to the powers that be, that the
Inverness Raily nd Coal Comy 1ny's line—sixty
two miles in le 15 now a feeder to, and con
neets with, the i Government R ilways, at
Point Tupper, that s the Coal Mines at [
Hood, Mabou and I verness, and is within a few
nies ol large JEFBePeBromm . St. Rose, to which
point this railway can be ea ily eXTETO®, that all
the coal areas in question contain immense deposits
of coal, and are practically in their virgin state,
That under the very grave conditions relative the
shortage of fuel supply, present and prospective, the
acquiring of the raily 1y above referred to and the
coal mines adjacent thereto by the Government of

the Dominion, will be in_the public inte wnd the
outlay therefor amply justilted. -

———
CORONERS AND MINING FATALITIES
INQUEST,

T *is given that in due time there
11 b there be no fainting. And it is

t least o AL one keeps pegging a vay, he
¥ be gratified with the results, The Record has

a long time expressed dissatisfaction with @
manner in which Coroner's inquests into mining
fatalities have heen conducted, and has advocated
drastic change, The bill introduced into the House
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of Assembly consolidating the Coal Mines Regula-
tion \ct, contains a lengthy amendment which must
be satis ctory to all who desire that a thorough in-
vestigation should follow every mining fatality,
Were the Record to f llow the course of some well
known newspapers it might claim some credit for
the introduction of the amcadment, We are con-
tent to that the similarity of the views of the
Commis ter of Mines and the Record, is a move
of gratitying coincidence. I'here 1S N0 nece ssity for
1s why the old mode of holding
was unsatisfactory, he yond saying tnat in-
on the whole, wer very disappointing in
& to make plain why the ac cident occurred, and
cing the responsibility for its occurrence, 1t

say

restating the re,

is possible that there may be minor changes made
in one or two sections of the amendment. Tese
effe

ted and the Record will e entirely satisfied
that the nge from Coroners to Special Ex iminers
vill meet with general pproval.  The proposed
amendment reads —
Special Examiners

To Replace Coroners..

0. Where any accident oceurs in any mine
from any cause rosulting in the loss of life, no Cor-
oner of the County in which the accident ocecurs,
shall hold an inquest touching the death of such
person, but the I‘nllu\\'in'; provisions shall have
effect;

1 The Governor in-Council shall appoint in

1 of tricts into which the Provis
ided for the purpose

¢ 18 (liv-

of holding examinations for
Certificates of Competency under this Act, one or
more competent persons to be o lled Special Fxame
iners, y ull have all the powers and privileges
of Comm mers appointed under the provisions of
Chapt
Concer
privileges of the Inspector une
Section 49 of this Ac t, as well
privileces of a Coroner, except
wise provided,

(2)-  Such Special Examiners shall hold offi
during pleasure

(3).

" 12, Revised Statutes, 1900, “Of Enquiries
ning Public Matters,” and all the powers and

r the rrov
all the po
5 in this

The Commissioner may appoint any per-
80N or persons possessing s 2l knowledge to ot
with said Special Examiner in holding any enquiry,

(4). Such Special Iix miners shall !
quiry and re Port respecting the death of ench per-
son, separately, or may make one report upon the
cause of the death of all such persons, and shall at
such enquiry ort as to whether such aceident

Was or was not preventable, as to whether any
negleet cither caused or contributed to 4 explo-
sion or accident, and as to whether there was any

defect in or about the mine, or the modes of work-
ing said mine, or in the observance of this Act or
any Ceneral or Special Rules and skl send to the
Inspector a copy of his findings in these respects,
(5) TIf, upon such enquiry, the Special Fx-
aminer is of the opinion that death was caunsed by
explosion or accident and resulted from culpable
negligence or that there is reasonable ground for
suspecting the same, he shall forthwith file a copy
of his report with the Clerk of the Crown for the
County in which the accident occurred, and “rans-
mit a copy thereof to the Attorney General, together
with a notice stating that in his opinion it is ex-

.



