
169.]FOR THE PROVINCE 0F QUEBEC.

'a servile cherishing of oid-worid thought and information. A
'hanI is now expected to know ail the 'ologies, ail countries, al
histories, ail languagea, or at least something about everything
there is, or ever has been, under tlie sun. It is quite impossible,
Nîr. Froude says, that any one man can possess very mucli and
M'ofitable knowledge of ail things, or even nlnny things. He

1a bit of an historian himself ; that or nothing ; and upon
giancing over an examination-paper in history for young men at
scillege, lie found one or two questions that perhaps he could
aI:Iawer. To minds engaged in the procea of accumulation, al
at4tements become verbal formulas, witliout life or meaning. Upon
that other knowledge, which deals neith er with men nor with
tliings, but which professes to define the infinite and express the
"fliknown, Mr. Froude is evidently sure of the full sympathy and
Concurrence of lis northern hearers. A keen air lias invigorated
1118 zmid, andlie tells .. . tlie admirers of Knox, and tlie near
descendants of Convenanters tliat ail the mattera with whiclith0e mind can deal belong to the age, tliat one controver sy and
Onme trial onîy aucceeda anotlier, and tliat tlie good and true man
*'l1 would liave been brouglit to tlie stake tliree or four centuries
.%0) lias now to undergo a imilar ordeai of mental perpiexities,
Vttle witli prejudicea and entanglement with liuman inventions.

There are several praises it wouid be impossible to deny to tli
8.ddress. It is reaîîy interesting. It throws the liglit of expe-
rnonce, Of wit, and even of genius, on tlie folly of trying to teacli

~ outh everything wliule lie can do notliing, and whulo lie
1'l knows nothing. Ho exliibits tlie man stuffed with words
eni ieas hardly better than words, possessed witlitlie conceit of
'4liversal knowledge and universal capacity, wlien a aliglit
'an1ge of place and circumistances would bring out tlie lamentable
Sutl that lie can do nothing but break stones on the rond - if,
'Ited, pliysical strengtli las survived lis educational training.

%lWorld is full of such wrecks, and tlie addition of more atudies
IhId more subjeots to the old, narrow routine, lias not imparted

eOth education of an E nglisli gentleman oitlier groater certainty
0fkuowledge or more practicai power. Mr. Froude evidently feels

si8elf competent to mensure, at least on one subject, tlie igno..
113 prevailing in tlie educated, or wliat sliould be the educated

Q'&s8- *Tlioy know nothing ; or wliat they do know they know
WrOI1g, and to no good purpose Meanwliule tlie world, while it
L rom lignrac, attempta to learn stili more ; and tliey wlio
""i tisg re, to tm~ust show a :mattering of everytliing. Ail

tili istru, to tré. t mut b so whe Mr Frndetolas us80 O eouglit to know ; and it confirma our aad suspicion.-

Individual versus Clama Teachingr.
1When Lancaster, under liigli patronage, and witl liberal sup-Pot) lntroduced tlie monitorial, or mutual instruction aystemn

!ht these countries, a crase of admiration pervaded ail classes
d terested in thc progress of popular education, tlie most stupen-

,n resulta were confidently predicted from its operation, and
"""Y Partial succesa was receivcd as incontestable proof of ita

iVorsal adaptnbility. Tlie ancient phluosoplier informod lia
t I6that there was no royal road to the mathematica, but
t'Wa a republican rond to the whoie circle of tlie sciences;
r,1laster's labour was reduced to tlie minimum of more auperin-toieieand according to the tlieory it did not mucli matter

Oth er lie himacîf was very deoply versed in tlie subjects to be
'tnIned Or not. Some few wlio would liave gone a littie way witli

%rit - tem. but could mot be made to perceive ail tlie resuits
cP dOp~ fromn it, were contemptuously regarded as narrow
'aId0dobsructives, old-worid fogies wliose mental vision was too

rite cted t permit of tlieir aharing in tlie larger viewa oftlieir
tj3cPraries. A sufficently long exporience of the sys-
however, lad tlie cffect of very considerably moderating the

t.ý1FIasni of somo of its moat ardent supporters; it was found
it4 eli realising the great tliings expected from it, while

Utowith tilose who tl bolieved in it, attributed çach

failure to want of capacity or of confidence on the part of
those wio lad tried it in tîcir sclioola. We believe tlie Lan-
casterian system, Pure and simple, is stili adliered to in a very
few achools under local boards or committees, particuiarly in
Englnnd; but tliougli ail that was good init lias been generally
retained, no body of personsaliaving a large control over popular
education would now recommend tlie adoption of it in its en-
tirety.

Tliere are men liowever, at tlie present day, quite as mudli
wedded to tlieories in education, and quite as jealous of any
deviation from their favourite system as the most entliusiastic
disciples of Lancanster were in respect of lia. A large number
of persona from wlioae minda tlie memory of tlie primary achool,
or tlie firo aide, wliere tliey were instructed.in the firat rudiments,
lia fnded away, remember only tlie lecture hall, or the cîas
room, wliere the Professor, not lield in the ligliteat degree
accountable for tliose wlio will not learn, finds it as easy to
impart instruction to one liundred adults, in tlie main atten-
tive pupils, as to one. Conscious, for tlie time, only of liow
much of a subject tliey liave mastered at a single lecture
simultaneously witl dozens of otiers, tliey are apt to forget
liow mucli at an enriier age, tliey lave acquired from indi-
viduai teiscling nny, tlie amount of individuai teaching they
must have given to tliomseives in preparing for tlie lecture, and
witliout wliiclitlie Professor's labour would be com paratively
fruitiesa. Seeing the decided ndvantage in achools and sommna-
ries for advanced pupils, of simultaneous instruction, many are
apt to rush to tie conclusion tliat under ail circumatances, and
from the alphabet up to the sciences and humanities (inclusive),
it muet be tlie beat, and, in fnct, the only mode in whicli instruc-
tion sliould be imparted. So strongly is this idea impressed on
the minda of some, tînt in the smallest primary school, they would
not allow the least deviation from it ; and the consequence is,
under aucli strict and constant surveillance that lie dares not
venture an occasional departure from it, nîthougli a fair propor-
tion of the more intelligent and attentive chlîdren will, in a ron-
sonable time and with a liard working teaclier, be found to have
made fair progresa, a largo number of the slower and bass atten-
tive will, after perliapa a lengtliened period of attendance, beave
the achool little botter than they entered ; and this is tic expe-
rience of perliapa a greater number of teacliers than are willing
to acknowledge it.

In the National Board's "lFirat Book' in-use a few years ago,
there waa a preface the principle of whidli was deemed of so
much importance that at their examinationa by both Professors
and Inspectors, the tendhers were usually requirod to repent it
from memory ; in tliat preface, tendhers were enjoined "lnover to
advance a child to any lesson tilil e lad compietely mastered the
precediug one." The writer of tînt preface seema to lave under-
stood tlie roquiremonta of tic clasa for wlich tic book was intend-
cd : but, as it could not lave been meant tînt a dliuld 'wlo lad
mastered a lesson sliould be kept back for days, or perliapa weeks,
until tic duiler or idier of bis clasa or draft lad corne to a level
witli him, it necessarily-as far at lenat as that book was concern-
cd - implied individual essons ; hence, perlapa, its omission
fromn the prescrnt book.

Plume ourselves as wo may on the auporiority of our prosent
over former systema, or, as wc would caîl them, no systema, of
education, numbers wlo are old onougi to bear testimony in the
matter koow that in former yonrs, fluent rendors were made witl
more eabe and in a ehorter time than at present ; and tînt sudh
was the resuit of the nature and arrangement of the bossons in
the rending books thon in use, and to thc univorsai practice of tic
thon unwritten principle of tic prefaco alluded to above of indi-
vidual bassons, and of thoroughly lcarning at leat tie mecinni-
cal rending of one bisson before proceeding to anotlor. We think
wo see Theoricus and Egotus, those two great oracles in mat-
tors oducational, start at the bare mention of tic word "lmeciani..
cal " in relation to thc teaching art ; but we say, even witli the
aid of Dean Switf's laputan liternry machine, make your pupils
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