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GOLDSMIT ¥

LIVER Goldsmith, thesecond son
of the Rev. Chas. Goldsmith, was
born 1728, at Palls, in th: pmrlsh of
Forney, county of Lomt’ord Ireland.
A couple of years later the father re-
moved with his family to a more
lucrative position in the village of
Lissoy, county of Westmeath-  Gold-
smith’s father is pretty fmthfully sketch-
ed in the Character of the Village
Preacher. He is also regarded as the
original of the “Man in Black,” in the
Citzzen of t/ie Worla.

Ovwing to the expense of educating
the eldest son, the parents intended
bringing up Oliver to some mercantile
employment. He first received in-
structions from the schoolmaster of
Lissoy, Paddy Byrnc—theoriginal of
the “Schoolmaster,” in ZVe Deserted
ViiZage. He early manifested an
indolent disposition, but evidences of
genius attracted the interest of his
friends, some of vhom resolved to fur-
nish the means for giving him a Uni-
versity training.

Ini744 he was sent to Trinity Col-
lege, Dublin, and after a very irregular,
and by no means illustrious course, he
recelved his B. A.in 1749.

His father died about this time, and
his uncle, Rev. Wm. Contarine, became
his patron. Hitherto he had distin-
guished himself more by his love of
revely and gamnbling than by
any literary attanments. After vain
atterapts in theology, teaching and hw,
he left Ireland in 1752 and went to
Edinburgh to study medicine. He
remained there a year and a-half and
then went to Germany, intending to
finish his medical course at Leyden.
Having squandered his means in gam-

bling, he was obliged tolewe Leydera
In a yew. He then unxdertook the
tour of Europe on foot. The tryng
experiences of this touranndthe oDser-
vations he made duin g it, are wovera
into several of his works especill y the
Vicar of Wakefild anQ T/e Z rayréller
At Padug, 1n Iy, he is thouht to
have taken his medical degree.
Inabout 1756 hisunde’s patromge
was withdrawn arad e was  obliged
thenceforth tosupplyhimse1fwi thaems
by his ownn exertions. ¥le returmed
from Italy to ondon, and there while
suffering great wantand endurng the
severest haxdships, he vainly e ndeavor-
ed to find profitibleermploymen. He
wrote for booksellers, contibuted to
magazines, and even fora tme sered
as ushexrin aschool.  During the years
thus passed in toil and obscurity, rmans
of hisbest works were written.  Tlze
Traveller, published in 17765, first es-
tablished hisreputation as an au thor,
and from that timme his woxks were
universally read and wexeeasily disposed
ofata goodprice. Vet stll his inz-
provident habits kept himncomtamly
in debt, and obliged him tomake great
exextions to meet demands ypon hua,
and even to dnaw often in advance
upon works that ke was yet to wiite.
Hence most of his <verlss axe prose
hastily written to procure money, of
which he stood muchr in need  His
poetical works were written chiefly inn
leistue morments that he could spre
from his essay or histo rical writing.

THE DIESERTED VILLAGTE

‘“ This poem, after havang been re-
peatedly amouncel and as oftera
wvithdrawn for further revision, was at



