POFTRY.

Polycarp, the bishop of Smyrua, the dis-
ciple of John, an haneurable martyr for the
truth, and the most ancient feacher of the
second century, says, in his epistie to the
Philippians, ** Wherefore, you must be sub-
ject to the presbyters and dencons,” &, So,
in the view of Polycarp, the presbyters at
Philippi did and were bound to govern that
churel, b,

Irenmus of France, a writer of the second
century, addressing the beretics of that age,
says: ** We challenge them te show that
wadition, which was transmitted from the
apostles by a succession of presbyters.”—J&.

Tertullian, reciting the erdinances of public
wership nad the government of the chureh,
says, ‘“In all these things, certain approved
elders preside.”—Dr. Dwight's Hody of Uiv.
vol. vi., p. 101,

Clement, of Rume, says, in his first Epistle
to the Corinthians, that the * apostles know-
ing by Jesus Christ that contentions would
arise about the name, or on the account of
the episcopate or oversight of the church,
constituted bishops and deacons”—the very
language of St. Paul in his Epistle to the
Philippians: be afterwards stiles these men
elders, Where, then, is the episcopalian
dictinction betsveen my Lord the biskap, and
the curate, or elder 2—15.

Ignatius, of Antioch, speaks of a bishop ;
ut not a prelate or Lord, but the pastor of'a
single church, the preacher, aswell as the rojer
of that church, a wan who performed ull the
duties of au ordinary minister.  Inhis Epistle
to the Church of Magnesia, he speaks also of
their dishops in the plural number. This
can[ never be made to agree with episcopacy.
— 18,

Chrysostom, Bishep of Constantinople, a
martyr of the fifth century, and an eloguent
speaker in the Greek tongue, says, that

“elders were anciently called bishops ang |

deacons {vr ministers) of Christ, and the
dishaps elders.” —Ewing's Greek Lex., Art.
Bishop.

Firmilian says, ** that in elders is enteusted
the pawer of baptizing, imposition of hands,
and grdinations.”—Dr. Duwight's Body of
Div,, vol. vi., p. 101,

Hilary says—* The presbyters were at first
called bishops,”—Jb.

Theodoret says—** Of old, they called the
same men both bisheps and presbyters.—.Jh,

V. Many of the wast eminent of the sup-
porters of Episcapacy bave given up the dis-
tinction between bishops and elders.

Bishop Burnet ssys—“1 acknowledge
bishop and presbyter to be one and the same
ofice.” ~Dr. Dwight's Body of Div., vel. vi.,
p. 98.

Dr. Reynold, Professor of Divinity in
Oxford, says, that ¢ all who had laboured for
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five hundred years before his time, taught
that all pastors, whether entitled bishops ar
prissts, have equal power and authority by
Gad's word;” und this he declares to the
common judgment of the reformed chiurches
in Switzerland, Savey, France, Germany,
Iuagary, Paland, the Netheclands, Scotland,
and England.— 75,

Dr. Hollaud, King’s Professer of Divinity,
at Oxtord, says, that * to afficm the office of
bishop to be different from that of presbyter,
and superior to it, is most fulse, cantrary to
Scripture, to the fathers, to the doctrines of
the Church of England, vea, to the very
schoolmen themselves.”—7b.

1 condd add the names of Cranmer,
Hooker, Jewell, Willet, Stillingfleet, and
others; but I forbear. From these things
may I not close by the following extract from
Dr. Maesheim’s Chureh History, vol. i, p.
105 ;—* Let none,” says he, when speaking
aof the state of Christianity during the first
twa centuries, “ coufound the bishops of this
primitive angd golden period of the church
swith those of whom we read in the following
ages; for though they were both designated
by the same name, yet they differed extremely
i many respeets. A bishop, during the first
and second ceatury, was & person who had
the care of one Christian assembly, which
at that time was, generally speaking, small
enough to be contained in a private house.
In this assembly, he acted not so much with
the authority of a raastes as with the zeal and
ditigence of a faithful servant. The churches
also, in those early times, were entirely in-
dependent; none of them subject te any
foreign jurisdiction, but each oue governed
by its own rulers, and its own laws; and
nothing is more evident, thau that the utmost

equality reigned ameong the  primitive
s
churches.”
I remain, your's in love, F.

reealliie,

POETRY.

LIFT UP THINE EYES, AFFLICTED SOUL.
BY JAMES MONTGOMERY.

Lift up thine eyes, afflicted soul !
From enrth lift up thine eyes,

Though dark the evening shadow roll,
And daylight beauty dies.

One sun s set—a thousand more
Their rounds of glory run,

Where science leads theg to explore
1n every star a sun.

‘Thus, when same lang-loved comfort ends,
Ang nature wovld despair,

Faith to the heaven of heaven gscends,
And meats ten thousand thers,

First faint and small, then clear and bright,
They gladdan sl the gloom;

And stars that seam but points of lignt,
‘I'he rank of sune assume,



