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obtain. an easy or au undisputed eutrance iuto tuie huiinaln titierstauiding,
xnuch less to beconie an inacgral. part of the thouglit, and life of the coui-
nîunity or of an individual inau.

II. If it is important for us to ricunber thiat great clianges takze place
slowly, it is flot less se to recolcet tliat grcat chaunges are q/te» followed by
great reactions.

in thec evolutiomi of thie globe this tratiî is illustratcd in that rcmiarkable
phienonenon callcd the Glacial Epochi. lu the history of the Jewish
Clîurchi it is illustratcd by the repeatcdl relapses into idolatry, both iii the
kingdoins of Israel aud of Judali. 'We read the story of thecir perpetuial
retrogradations iwith iincrcdulity aud îndimxnatioil, forgetting thiat it is the
history of xniankind ini miniature. In the developient of thie Christian
Churcli this truth is cxlibited iii the Park Ages, when the lieavcnly lamp
seenied to, have almnost gomme out. It is exeiiiplified in thc history of whole
arcas over whichi ClIristianity once liad dominion. W\Vhere are flhc " seven
chiurchies of &sia" 2 Whiat becanie of the churches in Northiern Africa ?
Some of the carly muissionms of the Christian Church perished altogether
froun thie face of thje carth, and nmo traces of themi have been found, altlîouwi
for a tinie they semied to be highly sucessful. Theirs was the way of
the cagle in. the air, the way of the serpent upon a rock, the way of the
ship in tue xnidst of the sea The first Christian c.hurcli iii Roman Britain
lIad been quite forgotteu, as (-«Xreen reininds us, before the reintroduction of
that faitlî in the sevcuteciith century under Tlieodore. In the fierce struggle
which thein ensued, thiere wcre great reactions from. the first enthusiasin
for tlic new faith, and wivhle nouminahly acceptimg it, ils adhierents " retained
tlheir old superstitions side by side %vith the new wvorship. lague or iiis-
liap drove themu bc to a reliance on tlmcir hecatheui chiarnis or arnulets, and
if trouble befeli the Christian teachers whio camie settling ainong thein,
they toolc it as a proof of the Nvrath of the nîder go0ds. W'heni sonîie
log-rafts, wbichi wc floatiiig doyz the Tyile for the constructioni of
an abbcy at is mntI,, driftcd. iithi the xuonks who wue at work on
thcrn ont to ses, the rustic bystanders sm td: 'LUt mobody praýy
for tlmem ; let inobody pity these men whmo have taken away fronu us <'tr
old -worsmip ; and hmuw timeir mmw-fangiled.q custoins are t4, bc. kept, imolm.dy
knows. "

Pr. Geikie quoteus an ol wvriter, who calîs attention t'O the aiialogy
betwcen tîme cîaracter of Balaiti, who joinied the worship of Jehovahi with
heathen superstitionis, and that of soute of our Englismkings. " lic was
an amnidexter iiu religion, hîke Redwald, king of the East Saxons, the first
who %&s baptized ; whio, as Camun( relates, liad iu thme saine cimurcli onme
chapel for the Chiristian religion and. another for sacrificing to devils. 'A
loaf of thec saine leavein ias our resolutc Rufus, whio painted God on onme
side of bis shield and tlie devil on the othmer, with the desperate inscription,

1I amn readY for citlier. 1'
Thiis behavior of our semi-hitasmi-pagani ancostors is very sig-


