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the forcst lands, and Oberlin’s anxiely to put an cnd to the conten.
tion, cqually disadvantagoous to both parties ; and having atlength
overcome the obstinacy with which they at first opposed him, he
went himsclf to Strasburg to effect an accommodation, which he

impression on Oberlin’s feelings, that he formed ths resolulion of
entirely relinquishing the indulgence of this cclonial produce, in
which he persisted till a very lute period, and his example was fol.
lowed by most of his parishioners. A missionary spirit being thus

was cnabled to do by the assistance of his friend M. Laza{ de | cultivated, an axuiliary society was formed, and a stated period fixed
Marne, Prefect of the lswer Rhine, mueh to the advantage of the | for the subscription. The members assembled in the cvening, a
parish of Steinthal. 'T'nus after nearly a contury of litigation, the | portion of the S‘cr}p_urns was read, and prayer offered for the out-
process was amicably adjusted, and the Prefect, desirous that the | pourmg of the Spirit of God over the village, the whole parish, tho
people should never forget to whom they were indebted for this) world, and His especial blessing upon all institutions which were
blessing, requested the magistrates to present, in an official manner | conducive to His glory—then the contributions were gathered,
the pon with which the agreement had been signed, to Oberlin, | both for the Bible and Missionary Societies. But far above the
requesting him. to accept it as a trophy of the victory he had been | worth of the sum collected, was the valuc of the epirit with which
the mcans of obtaining over contention and animosity; and giveita it was given, and many followed the advice of their good Pastor,
conspicious place in his study. who wished them to sct apart the tenth of their income, for the
With much benevolence of feeling for their temporal improvo. | advancement of the kingdom of God.
ment, and unocasing exertion for their spiritual welfaro ; it was{ (7o be continued.)
impogsible that Oberlin should not have the gratification of preceiv.
ing a rich harveat following his labours. Many who had been;
driven by idicness and necessity, to stea]l wood from the forestal
which were private property were induced by his precepts and re- By Rev. A. P. Peabody.
Mmonsirances, to bring the value of what they had stolen that the| What is 3t to receive a little child in the namas of Jesus ? It is
Proprictor might be remunerated for the injury he had received ;| to look upon him as the subject of Christian instruction, disciple-
and after the lapse of some years the inhabitants were not guided : ship, and salvation. It is 1o regard the infant not as the object of
along by the rule of justicc, but by the innate principle of Christian | indiscriminate caresses and indulgence, but as an embryo immor.
love. Following the .example of their Pastor's hbcrality, who, | tal ; as a new.born angel ; as the embodiment of powers and af.
Particularly in the time of the revolution, had so often entertained | fections, which have no limit short of the throne of God ; as a life
and gheltercd those who fled to him for refuge ; kindncss and hospi. | more precious than the whole outward universe, It is to watch
tality bocame predominant features in the character of the Stein- | the dawn of mtcllect, that the child may know his God and his

WIHOSOLVER SIIALL RECEIVE THIS CHILD IN MY NAME,RECRIVETH MB,”

thalers, |
As theirPastor was the father and protector of the orphan, in
like manner his people displayed benevo'ence and kindly feeling.
Wiien tho father or mother of a numerous family died in indigent
eircumstances, the relations, friends, and neighbours of the deceased
took the children and prowided for them as their own ; almost
in every houss these adopied children were to be found; and it
Ws scarcely possibic to preceive that they were not all of one
family. A ‘poor young woman, named Sophia Bernhard, had in
this way, rc.scucd) nine children from the evils attending extreme
Paverty.  With the approbation of her parents, she had ut first un-
dertaken the charge of three helpless children, who had been in-
h\\manly treated by their father, whou, piessed by the cravings of
hanger, they had cried for bread.  She afterwards took three, and
rain two more, and then rented a eottage, where she resided with |
cr orphan children, tcze¢1ing them to assist her in spinning wool, |
¥ which she maintain«d both them und herself. A young man
made her an offer of marriage, which upon her declining, he ex-
Pressed his willingness to wait tcn years were it nocessary, to prove
the strength of his attachment; upon which she acknowledged,
that her refusal was nccasioned from the grief it would give her,
to part from her orphan children. If ‘that is all,” replied the
Young man, * he who takes the mother, takes the children also of
Course,” They were married; and the young man not only ful.
filled hig promise of taking charge of the nine children, but this
&xccllent couple afterwards adopted several more, Numcrous as
Were the instances in Steinthal of such sacrifices and cxertions;
there were still morc examples of Christian benevolence and syinpa-
thy, which were lcss striking, though equally lovely. Didany one
%30 a cow, who was unable to replace this uscful animal by his
OWn means, a subscription was immediately ramsed to repair his
088, Would any one build a house, the young people wcre ever
Teady, after the labours of the duy were over to assist in the work,
and the oung and robust, were constantly in the habit of cultiva,
ting the land of the old and afflicted.

Duiing the first ten years of Oberlin’s miaistry, his attention was
Particalarly drawn to the niissionary society, who sent messengers of
Blad tidings to the slaves in the West Indies, and to other hea.
l‘xem, comforting them under their troubles, and preaching to them

2 only refuge from the wrath to eome. It appears to have been

Serlin’s anxious desire, to have given himself to this work, and
_h“‘ he was willing to renounce hia country, friends, and home,
“ad 411 that makes home sy dear for this purpose.  Mrs. Oberlin
?"“‘-04 with her faithful pariner in those s *ntiments, and they agreed
,P" dispose of all their plate as a coatribation for this socicty.

hie wrotched condition also of the negro slaves, who were em.
Ployed for the cyltivation of sugar and coffve, made snch a strong

Saviowr: to mark the unfolding of his affections, that they may
twine in their freshncss about his Creator; to impart to his earliest
aims, and fis first resolves, a heavenward dircction. It is to plant
the germs of virtue and piety in the virgin soil, befere the enemy
of souls can sow tarcs there, and then to water the precious germs
with tears of love; to breathe over them the prayer of faith, to
cherish and guard their growth, and to make them thrive like treos
planted by the water.courscs.

And can earth or heaven afford a nobler task, one worthier of
the loftiest mind, one greater in the sight of God and by the stan.
dard of eternity 7 Whaen a child is born, there has issued from
the fountain of life a stream which is never to return whence i
came, hut whicl is to flow on forever, widening and deepening in
an cver.growing ratio. And the Christian mother stands at the
head of this stream, where it is narrow and shallow, and may be
turned at pleasure ; directed toward the shores of Paradise, or to,
ward the abyss of woe and death., Docs the mother give it a
heavenward direction? That same direction it will most probably
retain forever, and she will have acted upon a boundless cternity §
will have perfornied a work, the magnitude of which no mind but
the infinite can measure.  Who then so truly great, who wields q
power so god-like, ns she, who thus receives {cr own little child in
the name of Jesus ? .

Your office, Christian mother, is indeed an humble one, in the
usual sense of the word ; for it abhors display, and demands pati.
ence and cheerful self-sacrifice, without offering any meed of
earthly glory.  You must look for your reward to conscicnce and
to heaven ; for the record of your fume to the Lamb’s book of life,
But do you feel it a pricelees privilege, and at the same time an
overwhelining trust, to have the earliest handling of the young
epirit, to stand between its Moker and a tempting world, and to
shape it, perhaps, for cternity 7 In thus viewing your duties, sg
far from deeming them trivial, and such as need no preparation or
peculiar fitness, you might well exclaim, “ Who is sufficient for
these things 7 You might retire in despeir from a work gn vaat,
were it not written, * If any of you lack wisdom, ask of God, and
it shall be given.?

But lat me besecch you to magnify your office 7 to make it
what it mecans; to give it the full scope and power, which it has
in the purpose of ihe Almighty. Realize the immortal destiny of
the child mtrusted to your care. Realize that he is subject cven
now to the powers of the world to come._ Fill your mind with the
mmneatous importance of the opening season of life, of the start.
ing poiut for an unending carcer.  Cherish a godly love and soli-
citude for the souls of your children.  Accustom yourscelf to feel
that it were * better that heaven and earth should pass away,
than that one of these little ones should perish,”



