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tercivle quarrels, and aliabout nothing.  Rum was at the bottom of
themn all. T don't reaily think we should have bhad any hickering, |
if 3t hadn't deen for rum.  The first time we ol ont, we wers !
fuddled, both of ne; and we weat on from bad to worse, Gil therp !
was no kind of il turn that Baitey wouddn’t do me, and 1 wasn't
behind bim In auy et of mischief.  Our wives werr aeparated
from each other, and there wasa complete family gnareei.  Hai.
ley’s wife and he hatd a tercible time of it; she took to liguor, and
be handled her roughly euourh. That poor womau,” said he,

pointing 1o hiv wife, *“hud a hued time of it, too; but ke pever '
tovk @ drop of the vile poison,  She never gave me an nn il worr
in her life; and, i [ ever tifted my finger azainst her, b nazei, it
must have besn when T wax eracy with liquor,"—* Yan never did,
Geurge,” xaid Pegsy Wenher.—* Well, T am gratefid,” contivaen
her hashand, ** that ¥ have not that sin against wme.  However, it
was bad enough.  We pot o he cery poar, and f got to be very é
croms,  When I was il natured, Pesgy used to ery : and when I
was anly melauchaly, she used to come and it down by me, and
say all surts of comborting thines; aud, whenever she thonsht it -
weuld do, she would urge me not to deink any wore spivit. 1 lost ©
all @y custam, amd we parted with the princival part of our furni-
tare.  Qur house ot to be full enongh of misery, i€ it was panpiied
of every thing elve. T eouldnt pay my rent any longer, and our |
Jandlord beran to talk pretty ronghiyv, and threatened to tnrn us |
oot. I heard there wax a good chance for coopers at New Orleans,
and asked Pecgy if she was willing to go.  She said yos, 31
thought it the best courss, but that she did’ut see why we might'nt |
get on bere, as we used ta, [ told her we could stay here, and live
on bread and water.  She replird, that she should be troly happy
to do so, if T would give up spirit; that she knew it made me poae
and wretched, and that this made her so; and that <he did not be-
lieve our misery would be lessened hy a change of residener, but by
a change of habit, which could be ay well made here as any where
elve. 1 was nut so degraded as not to feet the turce of nhat Pegay
wid, .

* My wife's father aad mother were dead.  There was a shrewd,
honest, old Quaker, in our village,—you konow wha [ mean, Par-
son Wheatly —old friend Boyuton, as we ¢all him—he was a very |
lutimate friead of iy wiivs father, aud took an interest in hix
children, and used to vist at Baileys house and mine, 6} matters
came to 8 very bad state.  3e wax very fond of Peggy nlways,  He
advised her to persuade me to 2o and hear a temperance lecture,
I sent twice; and, thourh T had nothing to say against the lee '
turer, 3 couldn't help smuling to think how little he knew of the
forve of a tippler’s hakits.  He seemmd to think a drinking man |
eould throw them of, as easily as be could bis old <hoes. 1 knew
better, as I thought, for 1 had tried.  I've promised Pezov a hun-
dred times, when I went out tn the morning, that 1 wenldat touch >
a drop, and I meant te keep iy promise tua, but 1 ve come bome
drunk at nright, tor all tLat,

“ At the time I wan speaking of, when the landlord threateaed
to turn s out, and oae hedt prospects were abaut as hlack as s thun-
der-cloud, Pegay urged me to make a visit ta old friend Boyoton,
and ak his enwxsel, 1 felteather an kard about it tor I had aveided
the old gentlemian of tate; and, whenever Ianet him, 1 Lad put on .
a sort of swaggering gait, which a drashired occastonally assumes
o shaw his indegendenre. 1 eouldnty s use Degge's request, howe
ever; and, besides, T 81t as though I'd vive the world, if 1 had it,
1o be able ta leave off i i 1 went to wee the old Quaker.

3 made mv visit in the mwroing ad that 1inkeht appear de. |

ernt, not taken a deam sinee the torenson of the preceding |
day. I"found the old gentleman at hame.  He velieved e of all |

my awksward feelinz, in an instant, by his kind tevatment.  * Ab,
friend Webber,” said be, ‘T nm ¢lad to see thee; thee havt not made
Pme a visit for a long time ; how is Pegey, thy wite, and thy litthe
one 1 tald him they were tolerably well, and that Peagy had
sent ber respects to him..—* Pezgy wasalways agond child,” said he,
‘aud she maketh thee a gond help mate, friend Webber, doth she
nat?—* A thowsaud times better than T deserve,” said I, <as you
well know, Mr. Boyntan. I I did’st knaw haw kindly vou feel
to my poor wife, I rouldn't have come as T bave to ank you to help
me. —* And pray, irivnd Webber,” said the oid man, * what wauldse
thee bave me to0 do? Thy wite's father was my friend, when I
was & boy, when the heart is like raftened wex. and iinpresions
are made deeply. There wre people in the world, as thee well
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knowest, friend Webber, whom 3t is hard to setve, hut Peggy in not
of that number, amd it T ran'—* I have not rome & hegging,” sald I,
intrrenpting him: ‘I have not come to ask for money, meat, fire,
or clothea; and yot 1 Lave come to ik you (o asist me te pay off
the heaviest deht that a man ran owe to a feilow mortal. — And

" pray what ny be the uatnre of thy debg, friend Wehher 2° said the

Quaker, evidently with v littke distrast 2 to the eondition of my
mind, and the real object of wy visit . [ willtell you, sir,’ said [,
* When I eourted my wite, § mate ber this promises, sich as most
men wake on such vecnstons, to be Kind to her, and do alt things to
make ber happe, Thews promises 1 have broken.  When Uanar.

© ried her, <he had a Yinde property, which you, ss her guardian, hud
considerably increased ; this property § have squandered, She

took e far a sober wan, and | have praved a deankard. T have

U abrised her hinduess and roed nataee, yet she has never give me &

harsh word or ao apues ok, Yany times, when [ had provided
nathing for dinter, aud supposed ber withaut a mouthful for herself

U and ler clildren, she has went livtle Fl to Gud e, and let me know

that dinner wax ready @ and, W hen § bave veturned, not unfrquently
from the geogeshop, 1 have fonnd ber, i nat cheerful, always kind
and <lad ta have me comre howne, tor 1 have alwavaloved her, how-
sver T have we deeted 1wy duty tonards her and the children. Pee-
ey, somehow or ather, alsays ussul something fur dinner, a few
rousted potatoes or a dish o doidelions, and, after Eli got to be old
vaowgh to cateh fish, which are plenty in the poud, we bad ao lack
of them in their season, At <aeh times, Thave always felt heartity
ashamed of mywelf, and have soleinnly vawed, again and again, that
1 would uever tonch anuther drap of spirit.  But the smell of it, or
the sight of it, or the very thought of it, has crowded my good re-
salations asuie, and, in a day or two, T have returned home intox-
irated  Now, sir, if T could oniy cure myself of thix dreadful habit,
1 couli} be bappy, and sa would Pezzy. I there was no spirit, T
cauld earn mevey aud keep it. Bt L feel unable to resist the
temptation, that is to be found at every corner.  Rum has ruived
T have disappainted my customers o often, that I have lost
them all. I have wothing to do, and Roby, our landlord, has warn-
ed me out.  Pegzy has been anaions that [ should come and talk
with you, and tuke your adsice; though § don't see how that will
be tik > to help me.'—* Thes talkest well and wisely, friend Webber.’
i the Quaker: 1 have often srieved tor thee and thine, and have
tong hoped, that thee wouldst came to veflect, awit seemeth thee hus
dane, upun the fatal consequences of thy bad habit. 1 thank thee
sincerely, frieud Webber, for the runfidence thee seemest to place
iu e, amd thee shalt in no wise be the worse for it.  Thee hast a
just view of this matter, and thy feelings are right, and thee wish.
est heartily to reform; now why deest thee not put thy name to

" the temperance pledge? T was well pleased to see thee at the lecture

about the middle of the fourth month.'—* Oh, sir, said ¥, * I cane
not do that, for I should never be able to keep clear of the tempta-
tion: T should cectainly break my word, and be worse off than I
way before, 1 dare not trust my~vif, Mr, Boynton. 1 don't think
1 could leave off fur any length of time, unless 1 was compelled to
do so, in same way that I canpot foresve.’—* Verily," said tha
Quaker, after a lony pause, * thy case is an interesting one, friend
Webter, and | think better of thee, than if thee hadst a vain con-
fidence in thyself and thy poners af resistance. 1 cannot advise
ther ta any course, until 1 have cuneidered thy matter more fully.
To-utarraw will be the Satbath: wilt thee call and see me again

. on the eveniug of the Manday follewing ¥’ I will, sir,” said .

As 1 was_ricing to depsst, the old gentieroan taok my hand, and
holding it%n bath of his, Jockesd me steadily in the face, with such
ap expresinn, ax a Kind father would bestow upon a child, whose
welfare iv very dear to him.—* Friend Webber,’ said he ¢ wilt thee
oblie me in one thing 2’ Very gladly, sir,’ said I, *if it is in my
power.—* Well, then,’ said he, *as T wizh thee to receive such
coutwe} as 1 may give thee, in a profitable condition of mind, wilt

. thee promise me to furbear from ta<ting any intoxicating liquor till

1 sve thee on Monday evening.'—¢ 11 give you my word and honor,
sir,” said 1, < that I will not touch & drop.’—* And may the Lord
help thee,” waid the old man, as he presed my hand with great
earnsutness,

< 1 felt better for my visit. [ found that 1had a friend, for Peg-
gs's sake at least, who did mot utterly despisene. ¥ kept my word
with the nld gentleman, and knacked at his door on Mondsy sven-
ing, with something like the confidence of an honest man. He




