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thse dead. Similar observations might be made on
other iiacrificial institutions aznang tiiesc renown-

ed nations.
Aujidst ibis boundiess tltirst for diversion, it

cannot be imagined, tlîat tho love or trulli %vould
be prominehîtly cultivated. WVc niay more rca-
sonably suppose iliat it %vas seldoin thaouglit of'.
Tise mmnd dissipated in quest of show or of
pleasure, would thin< little of' the trulli or fl'ase-
hoad af the doctrines afrered fur ils belief, or of
the reaiity of the benefits for wlaichî its gratitude
was decmandcd. Providcd the priinary object of
pursuit, tise cxcited delight of the preseît, lintr,

jwas not restraied, it was very iminatcriai for
whiat purpose tIse fecast, the song, the revelry, and
the exce8s were appoinicîl. Iii such circumstan-
ces tIse nsînd casily yielded to the sympathies of
tisose around, and gave a ready asseut to acclaina-
lons of' worsIiip whicli left na tinte for thinglit,
and brouglit withi theui so miucl pleasant etnjoy-
ment.

A Prcsciîi ,ity ! tilly slinsit irnign.i;
A sreseni deiiy! ti:,e vaiuiieJ roorki rctsolinq.

Ttwas a inatter cf iiidiircrencc, ivhtettier, the bsing
thus deified wvas, as in tliose verses of Dryden, -.nd
in the case mentioned Acts xii. 2-_1 a present
sovereigni, or an înginnry invisible personage ta
wlîomr tiacir ficars or chocir %vi,Iîes liad given bir0à.
In bath aîîd in ail -zimilar cas-es, a regrard ta trulli,
was equally.discarded.

Tiiere is scarcely any siîbject in %liticli mankmnd
lire w-atura1iy 60 intolerant as in thecir diversions.
In cultivatcd ages tîjis znay be lesa apparent, as
mîen learnby experience to make alioancc forcacli
otherls diveraities ofistiînor. flmtanjong rude men,
P. face iat wuuld atteînpt ta frotwn zat the public
amusenment, would be lîutited ani pelteil dawn.
No sudsi face durst show itseht. Tise %vant ar
sympatliy with; the îîîîiersal joy, woxîld appear ant
instance of imahignits' îlot to ie enuîîîred. The situa.
lion of a person wvso disaivwd thiese pastinics iii
ianient nation,may bc kîiowîit front thse coniidtion
of ane amoung ourselves wlîo clispprovcs of the
tlîcatre or tie race*course, and wvould dare ta be
prcEcnt lit sucit an exluhiition for the purpnse of
reprovitng iL Tt is aur ls.aplpiness ta hava it iii aur
power to choose car rccrcations. Tlicy, ils maniy
cajses,ý 1usd Do altcrnative.

One of the mast nsarkoù reattures of the super-
stitions of rude nations, wvliethier ancien or 111a-
dern, was an utter contcmipt for truith. Trulli
ini theology, if wvc eau give fliai naine ta ticir
opinions-, %-ai, &nd is yct licld in no estimation.
It was Dot s0 mucli tîrotigli absolîîtc ignorance,
tisai tliey crrcd, thoigh dicte ivas nmucli of thuat
ua, but tlirotugh thse eutiro disrcgard ini wicih

truth was belà. Thse erao athe difflusion of Clris-
tiuîîity, is ta bc considered nat only as tise era
Mien a truo doctrine prevailed, but wlien tbe im-
portance af trulli, whatever it miglut turn out ta
lie, canme to be adnsiitted. lieneio-rth, truth,
wlierever it was found, was ta Le considered as
of' primary importance.

It ouîglit not ta be.forgotten, that palitical mo-
tives had a powerful and extensive influence on
tic absurd exhuibitionss of the lueattien temple. If
the couverts ta Ciiristianity, or the adiierents of
Judaisin, could have stretclied thicir consciences so,
far as ta offier sacrifices at tue statue af Coesar;
ticir abîsenuce front tie festivals oi Mars and Apol-
lo, 'vould hava been mare readily excused. lVhile
*tlsausauus of thiens risked titoir ]ives and endured
thue lîarshsips of the severest cainpaigns ta deiend
tue life oi tuair ensparar, or to swell thse triomphe
of his reigfn, yet, if thuey reiused ta present tise
tiuiliallowcd inecense nt bis sîsmine, they unight
%vithiiî tise lapse ai a few maiitlis, be exposed on a
glibiser, or devoured by wild beasts before the as.
setiibled citizens. No doubt thîe iuisecurity of thse
title by witicls most of tlue Euiperors hlued thieir
crawn, auud thie dlanger tlîey ran aof being displaced
by more successful candidates, contribîîted great-
]y ta produice and ta augment tlsis grievaus spe-
cics af intoleratice.

Tliese luitts as ta the groutu and prevalence of
ana ari'te uuuast enarinoits instances af hîumun fu 7l
and dejiravity, tlaat tlîe world lias witnessed, are
preseuuted for the consideration ai those whio havre
more timte for tlue prosectiain of this momentous,
Uso-gi tiot very pleasing inquiry. The slightnesa
of tiaune af' tiese causes, suclu as thîe lave of di-
version aîîd tue desire oi sympatliy, will forîn,
ut is presuineu, sua abjection %vitl thiase who have
siarrowly coii.sidcrcd thîe su bject. From a slight
sparli, scarcely visible ta tihe eye, thse greatcît cou-
fliarations hava ariseni. V
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