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SAtiugtsiune,,' the manie, and some others, int Englnnd,

for the conversion Of the Saxons, Who, eXcepting a
le ,'few in the acrili of England, among whomn some of

he 1the Scotsahald labored, wvere stilt heathens. To this
li ,was De doubt partly incited by good motives; for

having aren some Anglo.Saxon captives at Rorne.
at nd underatanding tiiern te bc pagans, lie was movcd

~with compassion for îlacî, and detcrmined on sending
ai tihe gospel to tiatir countryrnen. But wlien we con-
;0 j aider his unboundcd ambition, we are constrained to
d '~blaethat the extension of bis own power and influ-

e ~nce iay as acar lais lieart as the spiritual good of the
~Anglo-Sax Ns He struggled more than any of his

predecessors for uraiversal power in the churcla, and
h îbihs anxiety te secure tlisî power is plainly marked in

'bis attife witb John, bisbop of Conistantinoaple, wbo
Y ias his principal rival, and in his gross flattery of

Sthet yrant Pliocas, who haaid been raised in, be elaperor,
1 though he did not live to reap the rewvard of bis aduln-

a -jVon; the titîeof îiîaiversal Lishop, whlich he !aad ainaad
st receiving, being confierred by Phocas on oe cf bis

e - auccessors To mark the progress cf tiat corruptiona
whch afterwards pervadcd the church, it may be moln-

i « tioned that Gregory, se fur as bis influence exiended,
I..eade the charca witb superstitious rites and obser-
vances. Amongt other tbîngs, lie aatroduced flew

-. and corrupted modes of administering baptisai and thae
'.,'Lord's supper. Litanies 'vere suit- te the saints-

'temples gereetedl te their nsemory-and rinnierous fes.
uival days were appointedl te, Le Iept in bioner of thean.

2This vas donc 10 please the pil.ans, wvlo had beeni
always aceustomsed Io festivals in horier of their deities.

î Augustine, wb hoa been sentainte Britrain, shiowcd
1 b1maIf t. be an rapt diFciple of sucla a master, and
m aade il evident thal lie was more antcnt upon brang-

.. sgBritain under thse influence cf Rome thon any
t îlang eisc. Althoughbhis mission 'vas pzarttcularly

3ieL the Saxons, among whom ho ansd bis companions
rio doubt wrought mucb gond notwiîhstanding thte

Sgospel îhey preached was much obscurcd by the cor-
ruptions ef Borne, hc soon proclaimed hîiself thr

'sole archbishop of the îvhole of Britain, and strove to
bring the chatrches anaong- the aId Britons te a con-
formitY With the rites cf Rome, on which bc was more
bent titan nculcating the doctrines and precepîs cfI the Nepl. H introduced disputes 'valu regard te

n' cRer Of admiunistering baptism, ard particîalarly
wath regard te the uie of kecping Enster, whicli the
SCOta and the aid Critainsiiad been accîîstomed te
keep at a different limje tilin it 'vas kept nt Rame.
H e thus Il cast the clsureb, mbt a sea of tcouble;
buil notwithstanding ail hisendeavors, and even Ibregit-
ii~ ings, tbey reructe to ake any alîcration.

IL vas Sbortly before this limne that the feast cf
Christmnas was introduccd te the notice or lhe Scots.

*Tloa wlo are nt vcr well versca in eclileu ai s-
5057 MY8 pesb'pa necd ta be remnnad, thut tacte was another
AUIUUI5te cone ao crlcbratcd tin tile h1slry r3 titge
ebumrcl for lisa "et jalety, a's veil ras for bits opposition to the

*bemy reat gu&.t ttic ely part or thec liti cetury.
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Buchanana, rifler mentioaaing thse drinking, andi
other vices whicb accompanicd ît, says, Il The very
image cf the ancient Saturnillia (Pagan fests dedica-
ted te Satura> 'vas here revivad." IlOur country-
mean cali tlis feast lade, substiting the rame cf
(Julitus) Cesar for that cf Saturn. The vulgrtr pier-
suasion is that the nativity of Christ is celebrated by
tiiese cercassenies; tliough it ia evident cnough tlaat
the lasciviousness of the Ilaiccbanulia is more truly
reîsewved than thae memory cf Clirisî's Lirîl Aikman,
in a note on this passage, ternarks tiat IlThe tyalis-
ference cf paga jollities te a Chiristian festival, ia
thie celebratin of Yule-Christinas-is iveil l<nown ;
it %vas dit instructions cf the Popes ie tiacir missiona-
ries, not te olter thîe laeatacuiîsl rites, but te occonm-
modale themn t the laolidays of te crc. Dr.
Jamieson, in lais Scottisla dictioaaary, tiainks it 'vas
origi nnlly the Goiliic pagan f.!ast of Yiak or Zul.

Lawrene, w>ao succecl Auguastinae, folloivcd in
lais flooisteps, anad carasestly urged rîîaiformity te the
Romnish cusionis; Lut lie wvas not only yesistcd in
lais attempis, Lut aven treatcd with centampt, for ian a
letter wlsicli hc wrote to thte clatircb ofScotland, dated
605, preservcd by Blle, and quot-2d from hau Ly
Spottiswcod, ira wliich lie lamaents tha: tlaey did net
walk after the cassiongs cf the unix.,rsal, churc; lit
complains most bitterly tlat Dagan, a Scottisb
Lislaep, wise hll genge iaîtc England, refused net enly
te cat witli Mai and lais comipanions, but even te stay
in thc saima loaiging- witlî tlaem-taus treating the
dignifled eniissaries of Romne as if they hall bttn ex-
cominunicated persans.

Thje Srots 'vere on several occasions admonished
frem the chair of St. Peter, witli regard te the time cf
keeping- Laster anad sortie etîjer such matters, but the
Popes cf diesel and aisei cf succecalng aiges fourgd
the Scotch te be intractable in all niatters of muin-
inery and ceremonial.

A festival, in commemoration cf our Lord's suffer-
in-g and resurrection, acens befote tlais time to have
been observed by tiht scots, titider thie nome of Pascs,
altaougli it is uncertjin ut what tisse it was antre-
duceti iaîtc Seetlail. Tlaey lce1 t it, boeve, et ea
different tiinefieon the flomsla churca, ais the Grck
ctaurclidocs te thais day, ansd whIen trgcdl te conforni
te Romie, thîey defeîsdcd theit practice on the graund
tîzat suds 'vas aIse thec proctîce cf the disciples of the
Apostle John. Some of thest laborcd in Greece and
the East ; Polycarp, for instance, was bishop ofSmyr.
nn; and Iliat there was some cemmunlication with
Scotland is not altogethet improbable, for there is an
old tradition lianded dewn by several of the Scettia
historiens, chat, about the ycat 3-40, a numnîer of te-
ligieus Grecks, front Patrac, a city of Aclia, wcre
sliipwreck'ed an he coascef Scotland, and afterwards
seccleti there. This festival lias beea calleil Eaasr in
Eagland, sincethe introduction cf Cliristianity arneng
dlit S-.%:ens; and is ater instance of dit Reniait
practice of in.-tafling helidays upon heathen festivals.
Easter 'vas the nanme of a, Saxon -oddess, whose fes-


