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In time of war prepare for
This is Canada’s duty at the pres-
ent time.

The spreading of wood ashes

land has beneficial effect upon

the soil, the content being
an excellent fertilizer.

The protection of the forest cover
of the watersheds of Canadian
waterways is so important as to
affect the interests of every in-
habitant of this country.

It is not too early to make plans
for cultivating the vacant spaces
and i

' land of our cities
and towns. There will be need of
all the produce that can be grown
this year.

The terminal safety committee
of the Intercolonial railway at
Halifax, in their report of four
months’ operation, show that they
have corrected 207 unsafe physi-
cal conditions and have warned

Exports of Canadian manufac-
tures for the year 1913 were
$43,966,733. It is an axiom in

of 50% ofhuu:?om. it would
permit such a reduction in their

CONSERVATION,

FEBRUARY, 1915

GOOD ROADS

The ru:raun for good roads
being carried on throughout Canada
is only part of the general awaken-
ing of the people to the causes
which have led to the enormous
iucrease in the prices of the neces-
saries of life hat the transpor-
tation rfohlem is all-important
for the farmer-producer is without
question. That he may at all
seasons reach his markets at a
minimum of time and expense is a
necessary factor in the making of
reasonable prices for his products
For the consumer, good roads
have an advantage in the fact that
by enabling the farmers to reach
the markets in greater numbers,
the supplies of produce will be
larger, and competition will be
keener. A further consequence of
Ithis larger attendance will be
that more attention will be paid to
the condition of the produce of-
|fered by those displaving it for

In the present campaign for
|increased production, good roads
will play an important part
| Motor transportation is being ra-
|pidly developed and utilized by
the farmers. By this means greater
distances can be covered and far-
mers at a considerable distance
from markets, with the advent of
better roads, will be able to bring
their produce to the consumer in
larger quantities and at less ex-
pense.

|| informason. we toarn: st the”

- | Consequently the need for extra

| permanent employment at decent
| wages to the rural labourer, and
{only a good supply of competent
|labour can render intensive farm-
ing on any | scale practicable
But the intensive system of farm-
ing not only gives regular em-
| ployment and good wages; it also
|fits the labourer of to-day-—in a
country where a man can strike
out for himself —to be the success-
ful farmer of to-morrow. Nor,
in these days of impersonal in
dustrial relations, should the fact
be overlooked that under an in-

tensive system of iculture, we
find still preserved the lindly
al relation between em-

ployer and employved which con-
tributes both to the pleasantness

of life and to economic progress fla

and security. ~Sir Horace Plun-
kett in The Rural Lije Problem of
the United States

SAFETY LIGHTS

The use of matches and candles,
etc,, by repair men in making
alterations or repairs in buildings
is a dangerous practice. Numer-
ous fires have been started by their
use, and one of the most serious
of recent fire losses is charged to
the use of a candle to supply light
while changing a gas meter
gas pipe was broken, the gas caught
fire from the lighted candle, and
caused a loss to property of over
$150,000. For work of the above
nature, the use of the storage
battery electric lamp is strongly
|advocated. It is portable, the
light is ample, and it is safe even
amidst dangerous gases

Fresh vs. Stale Fish

Fresh fish is an exceedingly
perishable food product. Even
when reasonable care has been
taken by the packers and dealers,
such fish will frequently deter-
iorate rapidly

It has been scientifically dem-
onstrated that the toxic or pois-
{onous elements formed in decom-
lpocing fish, greatly exceed those
roduced in the of warm-
looded animals. Further, these
are usually most dangerous in
the early stages of decomposition.

recautions in the selection of
resh fish is plain. The following
points are worth remembering
when purchasing fish.
Dead fish are unfit for food:
(1) When the eyes have lost
their sheen and have
cloudy.
(2) When the red gills have
become E::e
(3) When the flesh has become
soft 80 as to pit if pressed with the

4).When the scales are easily

(5) When the fish will float on
‘water.

Obviously all these tests can-
not be to all fish that are
offered for sale in the market stalls,
but some of can, and the
householder would do well

he | Made into linen

Production of
Flax Fibre

Increased Gnv—lrud Improved
Methods Required

The linen industry in Ireland
and Scotland is in danger as a
consequence of the war  Much
of the raw material, flax fibre, has
come from Belgium, France and
Russia, and these sources of supply
are, for the time being, closed
R ntatives from the large
mills of Great Britain have cecently
visited Canada in an .ndeavour
to enlist the co-operation of
farmers in a greater production of
X
Here is an opportunity to de-
velop the industry in this country,
and by modern methods of pro
Auction and handling, put it on o
basis that will make it profitable
under normal conditions and prices
Flax for fibre can be grown in
Canada wherever mixed farming
can be carried on.  In some parts
of Quebec and in Western Ontanio,
from the days of early settlement,
flax has been grown and home-
In only a few
sections of Ontario in 1904 some
700 tons of fibre were produced,
which sold for $201 per ton.
This fibre was of a poor commercial
grade, owing toantiquated meth-
ods of preparation for spinning. A
shipment to Belfast produced by
slightly improved methods sold
for $240 ton. The average
price for Irish flax fibre during
the last five years has been 8325
per ton, while Belgian flax has
averaged $405 per ton. It is
obvious that Canadian flax should
supply the present deficiency and
future requirements of the Empire’s
raw material for linen production,
and that more remunerative prices
will be received if improved meth-
thods of production are employed.
The average acre of flax grown
for fibre, under normal market
conditions, and using the new
process, would yield at least $45.00
worth of fibre and seed worth
$13.00, making a total of $58.00.
This is about three times the usual
export value of an acre of wheat.
It will be three years at least be-
fore normal conditions can again

higl
The area in flax (mainly for seed)
in Canada, in 1913, was 1,552,800
acres and, in 1914, 1,084,000 acres,
This shows a decided decrease and
it also shows that what is needed
in Canada is a practical method
of ing fibre, + ~
nformation regarding the grow-
ing of flax for seed and fibre pur-
is contained in bulletin No.
9 of the Central E
Farm which can be had by apply-
ing to the Department of Agri
culture, Ottawa.

Thoughtlessness is the cause
of a great proportion of the
accidents which result in the per-

sonal injury or death of employees.




