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all, for the lesson they have taught on the importance of testing every
theory by a patent collection and impartial discus<ion of the facts; in
a word, for having imported the <piut of <cience into what, in the
largest sense of the word, may be called polities, tustead of tmporting
the spirit of politics, in its Rarrower sense, 1t scrence.

What is more importent than to vescue questions of this nature,
such ax Finance and Political cconomy, for instance, mn ~ome degiee
at least, from the domain of party contention? And how ecan we
better contribute to that desirable result, than by dizcussing the care-
fully collected facts in a gerentific spinit on an arena within which no
party spirit is excited, no party alleginnee 1+ aeknowledged, no party
vietory has to be lost or won, and when men are at hberty to consinee
or he convinced without risking a charge of treachery or a change of
mimstry as the consequence?  But. in fact, thewe studies could not
fairly have been excluded from our peripatetic university of science.

Wha shall separate Politieal altogether fiom the influences of Phy-
sical Geography, or Ethnology trom Phy<iology, or the destinies of
man upon this globe from the ~tudy of s physieal natwre? By its
employment of the ductume of probatihities, one bianch of statisties 13
Lrought inte immediate contact with the lugher mathematies, and the
actuary is thus enabled to extract certainty i the gross out of uncer-
tainty in the detail, and to provide wan wath the means of securing
himself against sume of the worst contingencies to wiieh s Iite and
property ave exposed In faet, statisztics themsehves are the introduc-
tion of the principle of induction iuto the wvestigation ot the afturs of
Lhuman Life , —an operation which requutes tie eacreise of at least the
same philosophical qualities as uther sGences. 1t s not enough
any case merely to cullect faets and reduce then wto a tabular toym,
They mus<t be aualyzed as well as compared ;. the accompany ing cir-
cuntanees must be studied (wlidh 15 more datficalt 1 moral than an
material investigntions), that we way Le sure that we e (that 15 to
say, m reality calling the same thigs by the same namesy treating of
the came facts under the same coraunstances: and all disturlnng
intluctves maust be carefully ehinunatad beture any ~uch pure expers-
ment can be got at as can fairly be consi ered to have established 2
satisfactory conclusion.  In some cases this is casier than mothers, In
regavd to the probabilities of hife or health, for instance, there are, at
least, no passions or prejudices, no private interests at work, to inter-
fere with the faithtul accumulation of the facts, and if shey be nu-
mevous enough, it mught be supposed that thewr number would be a
sutlicient protection against the effect of any partial disturbances.
But even here, caution, and ~peeial, as well as extensive knowledgze,
are requireld  There are disturbing influences even here.—habuts of
hife, nature of employment, immygration or emmigration, ignorancee or
mis-statement of age, local epdemics, e, which leave sources of
crror, in even the most extended imvestigations,  Still results are
attained, crrors are more aud more carefully watched aganst, and
allowed for, or excluded, and more and more of certainty is yradually
introduced.  And here I shuuld not vinittu notice the valuable services
of the Sucicty of Actuaries, nut lung age establisbed, and who are re-
presented invur statistical sectivn.  Fhey discuss all questions to whigh
the svience of probability can be applied ; and that cucle 1s constantly
extening—assurance in all its buanches, annuities, reversionary ter-
estg, the laws of population, wortality. and sichness; they publish
transactions ;. and what 1< of the greatestimportance in this, as indeed
m any branch of inductive science, they hold an extensive correspond-
ence with foreign countries.  In fact, they are duing fur the contin-
gencies of human life, and fur material: apparently as uncertain, sume-
thing like what meteorolngy is deing fur the winds and waves,

What shall T say to the statistics of (rite, of education, of pauper-
ism. uf charity, at unceandreciprocally the effect and the cause of that
mereasimg attention to the wotalitivn of the people, which =0 favorably
distinguishes the presentage?  Who can looh at the mere surface of
suciety, transpareutly betraying the abysses which yawn heneath, and
not desire to know something of their scerets, ) throw in the moral
drag, and to bring to the light of day <ome of the phenumena, the
monstrous forms of misery and vice which it holds within its dark re-
cesses ? and who can look at these things, no hinger matter of conjec-
ture. but rtained, classed, and tabled. without having the des.re
awaken strengthened to do something tanards remedying the
cvils thu  vealed, and without feehng lumeelf guided and assisted
towards a remedy ?  Yet here, more than in other cases, shiould a man
suspect himself; here should he guard himsclf again-t hasty couclu-
sions, drawn from the first appearance of the resultz, fur Lere are dis-
turbing influences most busily at work, not only fiom without, but
fron within—not otly in the natwie of the facts thanselves, bat in the
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feelings, passions, prejudices, habits, and moral constitntion of the oh-
server.

Still, the tabling of the facts is of infinite importance,  If they div-
turh, s they arve sare todo, some feeling, sume projudiee, some tieory,
conviction, 1t will be felt, that anyhow the facts have to be accounted
for: further investigation will follow ;. and 1f 1t appear that no correc-
tiun is required, the trath will be established, and the hostile theory
will, sonner or later, give way aud disappear,  In these things it 1s, of
course, more than usually 1mportant that the facts to be <elected for
colleetion should be such as ave, in their vwn nature, :ind under the
circumstances, likely to he nscertained eovreetly, and that the business
of collection should be in the hands of those who have no bias to do 1t
otherwise that fuirly, no interest in the result: and this was, 1 be-
lieve, kept ~tudiously in view by those who had the management of our
great stati~tical work, the recent t'ensus of our own country, which
we are still studying . but, whether they were suceesstul or not,
this re~peet, has alicady become matter of discussion,

The work itself1~, doubtless, one of the greatest monuments that
has ever been presented to a nativni as a record of 1ts v constituent
elements and comdition ; compiled and commented vu with singular
inclostey, julemoat, aentnese il impartiality, —the Dumesday -buok
utthe peaple of Englanl, as tiie great volutie of the Cotiyueror Was ot
1S surface.

Nor can L wlhile speaking of statistics. avoud reterring to the Sta-
tistical Congress whicl touh plice at Brussels, about this ume last
year: whieh Lad wainly for its ulyect to produce witormity  among
ditferent natiuns in the selection of the facts which they shoubd record,
and in the manner ¥ recording them . without which, indeed. no sa-
tisfactory comparisons can be establishied, no resalts can sately be
deduced. To bring about such an wnifornnty absolately 1s, 1 am
attuid, hopeless ., wismuck as the grounds of difference aey i many
cases, ~u deeply imbedded in the laws, the wstitations, and the habits
uf the different cvuntries, that ny haunuer of the statist 1s hikely to 1e-
move them.

To understand, however, the points of difference, cven if they are
not removed. is, in itselfl one great step towards the object. It ac
least prevents false conclusions, it 1t does not fully provide the mean-
of establishing the true one<. It gets rild of sowmcees of ervor, even if
it fail of @iving the full means of asvertaming tinth. Tahe, forinstance,
the case of eriminal statistics. We wishi to ascertain the comparative
prevalence of different erimes, cither at different times or in different
countries.  For this purpose mu<t we not know under what heads the
jurists and statists of the times or countries to be compared array the
various offences which are recorded: with what amounts of penalty
they were visited : and with what rigour, from time to time, the penal-
ties were enfurced ?

That which is called manslaughter in une country, and assassinativn
in another, is called murder m a third.  That whicls in one country 13
punishel with deatyi, in another is visited by imprisunment.  The
bankruptey which in one country is a crime, 10 anothier is a civil offence.
The juvemle offences which in e country are punished Ly impricon-
ment, anid swell the criminal ealendar. i another are treated, as they
should i many cases be, only as a sulject of compazsivn and vorree-
tion,—tuke no place in the criminal calendar at all.

Indeed, it is one of the difficulties which beset a large proportion of
these investigations, whether inte morals, health, education, or legis-
Jation, and which must always distinguish them from these which deal
cither with matter or defined «bstractions, that, in using the same
terms, we are uften uncertan whether we mean the same thing:
whethur, in fact, when we are wsing the same denvnunations the <ame
weights and measures are really cployed. Such conferences, however,
as those of Brussels tend much to huit the eatent of error.

Among the objects which may best occupy the attention of the
Statistical Section, at the present moment, will be the dircussion ot a
decimal cuinage, and the statistics of agricultural produce. It 1sim-
portant in regand to both, that by previcus sifing and discussion not
ouly the best conclusions should be arrived at, bhut the subject should
he o0 familiarized to general apprehension as to secure the widest cu-
operation.  In regard to a chauge in the conage, the intetests and
feelings of the lower classes must be especially consulted ; and, with
this view, without expressing any ultimate opinon, I would recom-
mend to thoso who are considering the question, the perusat of a
pamphlet, full of important matter, by the late Mr. Launie, the work
of the la * hiours of a man of ecminent knowledgo and virtue, which ke



