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EXHORTATION T0O PRAYER.
Nor on a prayerless bed, not on a prayesless bed,
Composo thy weary limbs to rest:
¥or they alonc. arc blessed -
. With.balmy slecp,
Whomn angels keep;
" Nor, tkough by care oppressed,
Or auxious sorrow,
Oc thogght in many n coil perplexed
For cominzz morrow,
Lay not thy head
On prayerliss Led.

For w0 can tell, when slesp
carthly cares and wocs
To theo may e'cr retamn $
use my soul,
Stumber cantrol,
An& lct thy lamp Lurn brigktly;
. So shall thino cyes.discern
Things parv and sizhtly.
Taught by tho Spiris, lean -
Never on thoughtless bed
- To lay thinc unbless’d head.

close,

“

thine eyes shall

Hest thou po mning want, or wish, or caro,
That calls for holy prayer3 -
Has thy day been so bright
That in-its flight -
- . Thero is no trace of sorrow $
m“Abx;dgm x‘tz:fn sn(;\) to-|morTow ., . .
& thir, an o e
- r?Aﬁﬁdauiﬁ’lng:ﬂzﬁ%}ip th¥ sor0,
© And siill make plans for sace 3w s <
Thoa fool, this. vers. night. . -
Tb’ .ol_ll may W;!g iu ﬁ‘s*j‘; RIS

Tlast thon no being than thysclf more dear,
Thas ploughs the occan decp, e
Aud when storrs. sweep tho wintry, lowering skics, .
Yor whom thou wak'st aud weepest?
Oh, when thy pangs are deepest, -
Scek then the covenant ark of prayer, -
lﬁt;r He that slumbereth not is there s,
- 138 car is open to thy ey ;
Oh,-thmpf‘:m m;’r.crlcssbed'
_ lay not thy thoughtless head. - -
Aroaso thee, weary sozl, nor yicld to slamber,
¥ill in communion bl , .
With tho cleet: yo rest;
s¢ sonls of countless number ;
And with them raisc
The ©oics of praise,
Reaching from earth to beaven,
Chosn, redecmed, forgiven;
So lay.aby. happy. head,
YPrayercrowned, on blessed bed.
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(Froz: the Colonial Clurch Chromick, for ).{jn'z'l.) .
. TGE MISSION TIELD. . | .
TixxeveLes® is one of these ** Collectorztes,”
ot provinces, cach comprising®about a tenth of the
arca of England, into which British India is divid-
od, and is th most southerly proviuee on tho cast-
era side of India, or, as it is termed, the Coroman-
del Coast. -Czpe Comorin, the routhern extremity
of tho Indian-peniosula;is included in the native
state' of - Travancore; on -the  Malabar “or Western
(Goast*; tbut Tinnevelly may- bo'regarded - as~ com
meneing at Cape Comorin,~for it*'coinmences’ only*
about three miles to- the cast of the Cape:>-It-con-

L

tainsan arca of 5,482 square miles; and a popala- |

tion of 1,209,210 souls; consequeatly thopopula~:
tod amouats 0,233 in the, square: mile,- which-is-

@ I onco,visial a. cenain town_in Eogland for the
=) vo! atending a Missionary Mectiog, and on'my
arrival at the clengyraan’s boase, was accosted thus = —
«Oh, Alr. C., you have armived just in-time to settlo o
dicputo belween my wife aud..me. Vo have been dispat-
gz as te where Tinnerelly is: my wife maintuas it is
:n Indin,.and I maintain 3t 38 'ia. South Africa; now,
w*ich of us is xight 17 I Lave lcamed from that aad
dmilsf remarks that many Lighly 10 persons are
oot very doep ingeomraphy, and that in deseriptions of
Jahia xod: Indian Alissions onc.-cans scarecly. enter-too
oHautely icie Sotsils

T.or P htesql . 0
cxactly equal to the averago B?Rhl:tion aof tho
midland countivs in England. ‘Ivancvolly is sepas
rated from ‘Travancore by tho grest mountain chojn
of tho Ghauts, which form its western_ boundary,
and on tho oast it is bounded by tue Guif of Manaar,
by which it is soparated from Coylon, Its grostest,
length to the narth-east is about 1907 wiles, a0d ite

greatest breadth from east to weat about 75, miles.

Tho southern oxtremity of the pravince Loing only

8° §° nurth of tho cyaator, the heat is ecossarily
vory great.  During tho wholo peribd’ of iy, resi-
denes in Tinnovelly, I never nobésd ibt thermo-
moter lower than 70 ©, and rarcly. as 1o+w us that.
Whea it sioks to 75 ° wo call it ;06ld weather, and-
feel obliged to pat on additional azticles of clothiag.
Though our so-called cold weatherais wsrmor than
tho -verago of summer heat in Eoglaad, it is 2
comfo.t that during the hot season‘the thermomoter
is not proportionately high. I hayo.not kuown i
bigher in wy own houso at any,"pexiod of *tho . yesr
than 91 °, and it is rarely more than a fow Asgre«s
bigher thau that even in tho bottes€ localities. , Thie
would be reckoned a very moderate degren of sum-
wer heat in northern Tudia, whers] though it sumo-
tiios sinks in the cold weathor to tha freezinz point,
it rizes in tho hnt season to 110 2 dr éven 12_50 “:m
the shade. In Tinnevelly such Fidlent extremes of
temperaturo are unknown, tho zanual fango be.ng
rarely moro then 20 ©; bat owing to tho entire sb-
sence of cold weather, properly 20 cdiled, tho aggre
gate of heat throughout tue -year is” r.uch greater
thau in northern India.  We'have not tho afterna-
tives of heing reasted ono part of tha year and frozen
the other, but gent'y simmer overa.slow firc tho
whole year round.  Ou the other band, the heat of
Tiunevelly is not a moist, cnery; ting heat, like that
of tho Malabar*Coast and Ceylos, but a dry, hegjthy
heat ; and thero aro_ few provioyes. in India which.
agres_go well, on tke’ jha,!_c,.__éxt the Turupean
conistitation. " As there is no provisce in India
«<vhero missionaries are more numvrour, so there is
“none where they are able to remain lonzer in their
‘sphéres’ of duty.: ~ Though tho 'dryncs'o? the oir is
conducive to health, it it net condacive to fertility.

1 The drought is 50 excossive that much of the land

lics unculiivated. On the southern ooasf, whers
my own residenco was, the average annual fall of
rain was only 22 inches, which is less than tho
averago fali in Eogland ; and threefonrths of the
entiro quantity fell daring 2 single moath, Novens-
ber. 1o the three yoars that clzpsed before Ileft,
only 35 inches of nin were registerad duricg, the
whole pericd. This excessive dronght is owing 0.
the Gbaats, the great mountain range, or rather
pountain platead, by which sSuthern India is divid-
cd intd two portions, " the Coromapdel and Malabar
“coasts.” Tho stcep sides of this platean form o
continuous ¢hain of mouctains, frowm near Ca

Cemoria for about 200 miles northward, and ‘the
breadth of the platean gradually increases from 2.

*°f mero poiot at the'Capo to abont 80 miles at * tho

Coimtwtoor gap.”” The averago height of the ridge
is about 3000 foot, but thers are peaks whioh rise
to double that beight.  This .clevated rzngo zots as
“an effectusl larrier to the mios of the south-wess
'moasbvn. which is the, great monsoon of India, and
to which the greater part of India owes it fertility.
On the Malabar ‘coast, the western side of ,tho
Ghauts, thefe is'2'great ahuodaces of , 1ain ; conse:
quenily, we kave therg perpetual verdure, and,
perpetaal fertility'and beduty, for ia the  tropics,
wherever we have rain, we have all the elements of
vegetable, Bus on the castern side of the
.Gbauts, on_the Coromandel Coast, including tho
_whole of the Camatis, tho supply of min from® the
,sonthewest moasoon is almost _entirely interecpted
by the Ghauts ; tho_north-eastern_mossoon fecbly
“supplics its_placo ; and tho ¢vil reackesits maximumn

"io” Tinnevelly, which is not” only shat out from.the

| 8outhest'monsoon, butis_fubbed, by the yiciuity,

“of Ceylon,*’of balf its dat sharo of the north;
‘isters. "Coyldn is supposed by some persons o
lic wholly to'th¢ south” o India, but its norihorn
extremity §S fearly two *dégices to_ the uorth of
Cape ‘Comorin ; henee the whole length of Tinne-
vally is overlapped 'by it.  Thoagh s little main
falls in-Tipncvelly, and though:tho greater part of
tae provinco suffera: sovenily in cobsequsnce, therd

I

oyo could dosire, . Besidea smaller. xivers, thore {s
ono of contiderablo wagnitude, the Tamraparni, or
** goppor-coloured’” river, which irrigates and fore
tilises tho oxtensivo tract of country through which
it flowa ; and as this river rises in the Ghauts, it is
filled by tho mins of bLoth monsoons, so that two
crops of clca overy year ate produced sl slong its
banks. - Siwilat advantages aro enjoyed by the
distsicts in tho vicinity of the mountains ; and benco,
‘though Tiaoevolly dees not partiespate diseotly w
‘tho rains of tho south.western monsoon, yet in tho
neighbourbood of the rivers and mountainy it parti-
cipates, judiroctly, yet largely, . the fortilising
influcaces of those rains. In consequence of tbis,
in tho amount,of revenue derived from ** wet culti-
vetion*’—ricr, £c.—Tinnovelly ranks next to Tan:
joro_czmongst , South Indian, provinces. .Notwiths,
stanting the advantages enjoyed by, particular pors
tione of the province, niso-tenths of the entire arca,
[uzc parched and aid through excossivo drought,
ind thero are districts as sandy, burnt up, and,
dreary a8 any in tho deserts of Africa. I bave
stood on 3 mountain peak abont twenty miles from
Cape Comorin, from which both Travancore snd
Tinnovelly are viciblo at once, and bave beon much
struck with the differeace apparent betweea thom ;
.Travancore beauntifully green, and diversified with
hill and dalo, wood, Jake, and river ; Tinnovelly oo
immonée ficry-red plain, with patches of cultivation
fow and far botween. - On closer scqueintance the
reality is found.to bo better thao the appearanco
for the ** regur,” or listered, black.cotton. soil of
the northern districts is well adapted to. the growth
of cotton, about 60,000 Lales of which arc anpually. -
shipped at Tutocorin fur England und China, be-
sides what is required for use in Tinnevelly itself,
and the adjacent provicess ; and the red sands of
the south-castern districis sre admirably suited to
the gowth of the palmyra paliw. - X0 Yuose districts
the chief dependenco of the people is npon the
palmyra, which is to them what rice is in  Benga),
or wheat in England—the staff of life. Daring the
ricf and scaaty rains of the nortb-castern monscon
a crop of paleo and of inferior sorts of grain 12 rajesd
from tho better kinds. of s0il ; and whero water is
available for irrigation, tho plactsio or banapa is
largely and successfulls cultivated.  Along the .
lower slopes of tho, ¢ terias,” St red sand hills,. -
which form 50 peculiar a featare .of. the palmym -
districts, the water lios near.the suriace, and,is.
availzblo for plantain gardens, and hence each of.
those slopes is beautifiod by a belt of the richest, ..
.brightest green, “which presents a grateful contramt
to tho uncultirated, saked, fiery red sidges of the
* teries.”” The staple produce, however, of the
sandy districts is the palmgyre. If ono were to
judge from abstract prohabilities, he might expest
to find thoso disiricts uninhsbited ; bat Diving
Providence is thero 28 well as here, and it has
pleased Provideace that tho palmyra palm should
flourish moro luxcriantly in those sands than in any
otber pert of the East, and shoold feed an abundant
population , with, its szccbarine. sap. _The. sandy -
districts in the South tcem with homan life, .and it ~
is remarkable that it is amongst the inhabitants of .
those districts that Christianity has wade greatest .
progrecs.  Hitkerto, from a variety of causes,,
.Christiznity and the palmyra bave appeared to
fourish together. Where tbe polmyra sbounds.
Jthere Christian eangregations and ssheols abound
also ; and where the palmyma disappoars, there the
signs of Christian prozress are rarely scen. .

As tho majority of the people who bhave “been
copverted from neathenism in Tionevelly, and wbo
form the bolk of our Christian congregations, are
caltivators of the palmyra. and 2s niest of myr own
sphere of labour was included in the palmyra fores:,

I shall bere give my.readers a deseription of thay
'Pcl_n.:lrk:blq tl’cc..,‘ .v;);i"‘<-;c - a—- Py PSR
L -{tr.'n - ek (G@dxm’oa next. Cmi-.)w T T(ApM e LA
Banr o ML Y ST MYRNRMANOIOVMALA: o ath o i
. X bave a power,in,my soul, which, cnabics. mo ta: » -
pereeivo God 5 Taumas ceriaiu,es ahat. I live that. ae.
nothing 3s 50 noar to me,as_Ged. - He is nearer.tq +
mo than I am to myself. . Jtisa part of Hig very, ..
esseace that He shoald, bo nigh. and present.to me. -
He is also nigh toa stone or tree, yut they do ne
kaog it. I a tree coali know Gol, ane porctse

aro regions which are as fortilo and beawtiful as tho § Mis prescace a8 the Lighes of fue angers wavetine
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