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TEXTUAL SONGS.

3 *1a thowphts from tho visiona uf the niglt”—Job v, 14.
y 1 1hie watches of thie niglg,

Whon slumber's gentle rod
Qows tue multitudes of earth,

“Thuts are whisperings of God—
3T is mejesty and might,

Of His glocy and tHis grace—
To the wicked full of dread,

To the good a Liding-placs.

»  Inthe watclies uf the nixht,
When tho busy world 13 stil,
Therccome whiiperings of deatb,
Like a spell ugon thie wills
Then on solerun themes tho thoughts
Through thieir Inner chambers roam,
On tho coffin and tho bier— d
On the asiRk and narrow® toowe,

fn tho watches of tho night,
tWhea 00 €6 can plerco the gloom,
There are whispacings withiln
Qf the }fe boeyond the tomb:
0Qf 319 boundileesnosa of Joy,
Or {afinttude of wo,
As Its censeless tido of years .
Throsgh uanumbered ages fiow.,

0, the watches of tle nigls,
How repiete with wisdown they !
Then tho day-dreams of tho soul
Flit like mists beforo the day,
Truth and eonsclence relza supremo
1n tho wabeful midnlglit hour;
Zrrlog mortall heed thelr voloe,
¢ Or at length thon'lt feel their power

W e e

Feliglous Lafsccllang.
el e v e A Tt T NI NI Y
A DEFENCE
)"ﬂw Constituiion nf the Diocess of Vermont,
%l 8 replg to the Stictures of the Episcopul Re
{ order. By Joux M. Hovkig, D. D., L. L. D.,
¥, Sishop of Vermont.
7 THE XPISCOTAL VERO.
\ Tho third topic of your rehuke takesusto task.
>esis wd eall our Standing Committco ** s Coun-
2 ol Adviee.” But why? They are s, beyond
B raorery.  True it is that tho appeintment of such
muilizes was also a novefty liut the system 15
euized wod eitablishied by the Goneral Conven-
€0 Tthas woeked well. It hat no isjuciouneffnet
2ths rizlts of Bidop, clergy, or hity ; and, thete-
>xey eur Dioccae sdopls it to tho fall extent, and
2379 2 auach roand to its functions as any other.
1 \.aem ctastred, noxt, bocunse oor Coostitation
.-glrts{he Bihop the judge ™ all eeclesiastcal
frad.  Bul who olso has the tait? Doca not the
ey sl expressly pat this ofico on Tiwothy and
% 3t Waxitnot exercised by overy Bishop in
23 Jmitise Chuncl, for ot Jeast fivd centuries? Do
«5&»‘12 ecclesiegtical judnesimrodueed by the Church
ol Lar, and etill employed by eur mothor Church
<] ﬁ’i‘;hﬁq. exerche thar sithonity by ermmission
%ﬁ;rﬁ W Bi bops and Archbi-hops, 2s their dopotics,
«}»:‘:h_i.:a pldn ot that the origival power was in
:)I?LN °p themselyes?  And themefero I eontend,
=110 this paint alo tho older Disccscs are tho
AReemlore. . L maintaio that the Bidups aro tho
378l sdaes i the Chureh by tho paitive evideace
g saptureand all antignity.  Anday it is an wd-
.~ ed vaxim of sceular faw thet & jndge baa ao
A {hacleﬁ;re bia fauctiens, I qreation the sntho-
;¥ ofear Biops to delegra tie Sadicial pawer
¢ Comtinzed, ‘
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to presbytors.  Thoy havo just as wuch right, on
strict principles, to dologate tho pawcr of ondination.
But cur learncd consor aserds that this makes the
Bishops * abwolute.”  flow wo, [ pray you? I
the judgn in cur eccular courts alwoluto 7~ Must ho
not be governed by the Jaw?  Or has he any prwer
to fiequit or condemn untit the grand jury have found
tho bill of indictiment, and tho petit {'ury havogiven
in their vendict? Sueh is prveisely tho power of tho
Bishop in the Diocese of Vermont. Tho Standing
Comnitteo oust first present the offender. A cor
tain number of presbyters, in the easo of & clorgs-
wian, sclected by the aceused, and of laymen in thy
caso of tho luity, then act as e jury on the facts, and
tho Bishop presides asa judgo, tv seeuro the con-
ducting, bll tho trisl avcording to law wud exler.—
What man of common senz2 woull not think him-
solf worve safo under the oyes of the highest oficer
of the Church, who is bound by thy mest sacred ob-
ligutions to administer {ur‘iiw impartially, without i
re-peet of persons, tHi2n ho could poxsibly ficl in the
hands of bis brothren nlone? Aud how can our
Bichops ever bo expected to make thumselen fumni-
Yar with thuso legal principles, which thoy are sil
called to v lininister, when ono of themeelves is pnt
upon trial, if they bo cxcludol from the judicial
brauch of their ordinary Apostolic functions, on the
strango pretest that 1o Dishop caa act as a judgs in
his cwn Divcoso without t=coming an irrespousible
and abeoluto dictator ¥
Our ingenions costigator finds fault, ia tho next
place, with the canon of Vermont, which declures
that ** tha Bishop is oxpected to express his opin-
ion on every subject” with entire freedom.  But
truly, this scetns to be a very ungracious kind of
objection. For overy memler of the Convention
hes tho scauno Tiberty of epeoch, aad why choull the
Bishop be silent, if idbe in his power to shed the
tight of his knowledgo and expericnce en the ques-
tionY ‘This appears 80 obvious, that sucha causn
would not havo been passea if the preposterous cus-
tom cstablished in the older Dioceses had not redue-
¢d the Bishop to the position of & mere chairman at
a public meeting, whoss duty it is to enforee tho
rules of order, and appoint committees, and annouses
the votes, and leave sil the thinking and speaking
to othurs.  No Christian 1an, howover, can seri- |
ously imagine that such a system was tho truc expe-
nent of the Episcopal office in the contemplation of ‘
the Apostle or the practice of the primitivs Church.
' The clergy and the laity of the Dioceso select their
' Bishup, in the belief, at least, that ho is the best
{ whom thoy arv able to oltain for bis high and respon-
sible station  .And hence, it must bo supposed, tht
the great mjority of the members of Convention de-
;:-iro to kunow his opivicn, and sro disprsed to attach
! far moro confidenso to it than to that of any other.
} Tho 30ns of the Family, grown to mature age, way
{bo wiser, and morv lcarned, and moro elogueat than
+ tho father ; but yet, when that family mect togather
1 {0 confer en those matters which moat nearly cencern
I thew all, bia judgment and his counsel ought to be
fevely declared, and to bavo their propergnfluence.
*The lawyer and tho jury in court may include many 4
who aro superior to the judge in perssnal and intel-
Joctual enduwment ; yet when s serions question of
(fact or law is to be determined, his opinion islisten-
ed t» with respect and doference for his offico’ sake
And the Bishep, in his Comvention, bears to tho
clergy the double relation, ceelesinstically, of father
and judge.  Why ehould he vt speak, who has been
:rolected for tho very purposo of being a guide.-a
teacher, and a governor in the Church of his Dio-
ceese? Why must the custom of a worldly towa
‘merting ride over the simplo and sound principles
which shonld regulato the Eom’c of God ? l
In cooncetion with this, our emdite aswilant |
makes 3 geoat mistake by supposing. that when our
+elergy and laity voto in a way that does not pleaso
tho Bisbop, ho éxercises tho power of velo, therehy
-+ dopmiving them of their constitutional right to fs-
“gislatz”’ "But such a coarse would indeed bo an
rabsundity.  The fuct, however, is, that tho working
'of cur xystem is quite othorwise.  If the proposition
cuder debata to 80 obioorioas to tho Bishep's jude-
'ment thel hio cannoes, accede t0 38, he says 30, and
there is no voto taken at sf).  Tho ground wo stand
on is, that wo cannot act, unless wy acf Logeties.
I8 is very irge tuut in'tuch a cavn tha Tenrention
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dnes not legislats  But what i+ the Convention ¥
Thu clorgy and ity wilout thuir Bishcp?  Nay,
verily 5 but the clergy sud the laity with their Bis

op  Aud therefore, aa the Bistop jx a distioet con-
stitutional clement of tho body, justaa the clergy wnd
tho luity are, it results, of nocessity, that the Con-
vention, being tho Churel: assemabded in its integrity,

! cannot perform any act of a legislative character un-

less theso threo clements concur in tho diucision,

But when our oloquont accuser valla this ¢ de-
priving the clergy and the laity of their canstitusior
al right to legislate,”” ho only shows tho natura] re-
salts of the urroncous plan which the older Digecsss
have adopted.  Their constitutions bave indecd giye
on the clergy and tho ity power to legislato with-
out, and oven aguinst, tho Bishop; Lut right thy
could not give, becausy in tho Episcopal Chure
thows are no rights oxeept thesa which flow fiom
Apostolic authority On scriptural and primitive
groumd tharoforo, the elergy and the laity bave no
right to logislate withan their Bishop, just as Ae Aag
no right to logidato without thew.  And when the
clergy and the laity are w0 iguorant of true Chuweh
prineiples s to dezire to act without thoir veele.i-24
el bead, Tshould say to thera, very kindly, but vory
plainly, that it is high time they should learn the
truo Conatitution of their Church Leforo thoy under-
take to meddly with tho serious and rmeponsible
work of her legislation.

Qur persovering and ingenious eensor sums up his
charges by saying that the Bishup of Vermont may
exercise ** all power, legislative, judiciul, aud exeen-
tive,” 50 ax to * divtate 1o the shapa of a gown
tho fashion of a surplice.” T am really sorry to sce
a man of ncknowleégcd talents and asjuirements =0
far abovo tho averago descend to such cavilling as
this. For us to tho legislative power of the Bishop,
Thavo showa that ho is us dependent on tho clorgy
aud the laity as they avo on him, and therefore ho
can make no change without their full consent ond
approbation.  With respect to bis judicial poswer, I
have shown that it czunot Lo exereixed until the
Standing Committes have made a presentment, aud
a jury of presbylers or laymen has decided upon a
vendiet, which is in preciss analogy with the admin-
istration of secular justice. Aond as regands the
Bishop's executive porer, our rhetorieal friend muss
have thrown in the phrase ad captandwum, or possi-
bly to frighten bis readers with s phantom.  Yor it
is evident to commen senso that the Caureh, being a
spiritual Xinglom, has no executive power at all
under the present dizpensation; und therofors the
seatencs o{’ hor officers can caly be exscuted by the
conacieace of her members.  The President has ox-
ceutive power, because ha commands the army and
navy. The Governor has executive power, because
hecan order out the wilitia of the State.  The judge
bins executive power, because the sheriff 12 bound to
enforco his judgment by the strong arm of the law;
but the Bishop has no instrument of coercion con-
neeted with bis office, and tho application of such a
phrase to him looks very like & purs abxardity.

1 Selieve that Thave now dispured of the catalogue
of my good brother, the Rev  Dr. Hawks, aadthore-
fore I shall next advert to a statement of your anon-
ynous correspondent which demands some attention.
Uur eystemy, 29 ke regards it, mu.t deprive our Con-
ventions of all attraction, and preduco ** a fooling of
indifforence and servility in both clergy and laity. '
And he iutreduces ** a distingquiched lsymag of
Vermont.” saying that ** bo bad no interost in them,
bcmge “he could not consent to be made zu autem-
aten.

Hero wo have three substautial alleqations : 1st,
the want of attractiveness , Udly, the paxductisn of
servility in tho clergy and laky; and 3dly. the
danger of tronsforming a ** distnguished fagman’™
into 2 mero machine Tt mo consules them withy
airnces and with candor, altbvugh I c2omot el
thinking that our uccuser has ventured upon the grave
veeponsibifity of publicly ccosunng what bo o=s tale
g vcrg little pains to underetand.

With respect to tho first chargo—tho wagt of ar-
tractive interest in our Conventichs—tbe culy g
por way to tost it would bave bountp eomysre tnae
lista of tho clesgy and the Dty she attend thor,-
with similar Jists in ethor. Diopesess | Ifvvouc curme
fondent Lad doao this, ke wpuld have funsa that =
te Dincese of the samo sica thre=gbont the lund wxe
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