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16 judge the world—that (hen, the sign
of the son of man shalt appear in the
heavens—a sign of confidence and joy
to the eiect, for then will be fulfilled
that prophecy of His: ¢ Amen, amen,
I say to you that the hour cometh, and
now is, when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God, and when
those who hear, shall iive.’?

The Catholic blushes not during life
at the Cross of our Lord. He vener-
ates it with becoming respect. It is
his great Book of meditation, every
page of which is written in leiters of
love. With the Apostle of the gen-
tiles ke glories in nothing else but the
Crdss, he boasts of no seience, save the
knowledge of Jesus Christ crucified.—
And what rational Chiistian ean blame
this pious usage ¥ How unreasonable
in modern times to have censured the
Catholic Church for the preservation cf
that sacred symbol which is the most
befitting of all Christian ornaments ?—
Let us hope that a better spirit is be-
ginning to prevail amongst those ‘ene-
mies of the Cross of Christ,) te whom
this saving sign has been ¢a stumbling-
block, and a folly.> Let us hope that
they will at length listen to the testi-
monies of Secripture, the voice of anti-
quity, the practice of the Church in
every age, and cry out with ¥ords-
worth, one to whose religion and poe-
try they surely will not ubject :

* And we will not concpsl the Parcious Cross,
bike wen ashamed. The sun with its first smile
Shell greet that symbol crowning the low pile,
And the fresh air of ¢ incense.breathing raora™

sshall wovihgly élbrace it; and green moss °
Creep round itsarms ihrough centuri_cx}mbq;u.j{&

Anothér Protestant writer,} who
seems to have studied with au unpreju-
diced mind the religious habits of ¢ the:
good old Catholic times’ in England,
thus speaks of the Cross in the intro;,
duction te his Anglican Church Archi-.
tecture :

“ The Cross is the great symbol off
our faith ; for ¢when heathens despis~
ed the Christian'religion because of the
sufferings of Jesus Christ, the Fatherg;
to testify bow little such contumeliek
and contempis prevailed with ' them]!
chose rather the sign of the Cross than'
any otheroutward mark, whereby' the
world rpight most easily discern always:
what they .were;? (Hooker, Eeccles:
Polity, Book v.) it is therefdre of -all
decorations the most appropriate that'
can be introduced in Ecelesiastical Ar-
chitecture, and like * a guardian crest?™
ought to be placed on the. summit ofy
every stiucture that is dcdicated to-the’
solemn services of the Churck.. The
lofty slone cross which was usually e-
rected in the churchyard, was some--
times ejaboratcly ornamented, withi the
symbols of the fom: Evangelists or other
appropriate sculpture, and it is'much to
be regretted that so many of these in-
teresting and beautiful monuments -of:
our pious forefathers have been wan-

tonly destroyed, and that ihose which:
| yet remain.are generally in » perishing,
jand dilapidated staie.: the figure of,
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