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WINNIPEG, MARCH 25, 1899.

A MISTAKEN NOTION
The recent action of the Winnlpeg
soard of trade in regard to the mat-
ter of the Kettle River rallway vro-
posal has fed to much newspaper com-

ment both east and west. Somse of
tho Dritish Columbia news-
pavers  resent the action of

the buand, on the ground that the pro-
posed  railway is 2 purely British
Lulumbia enterprise, and the Winnl-
pess boant was over-reaching it prop-
er functions when it undertook to pass
upon the guestion at all. Thls, we
think, 1 ratlier & narrow view to
take. Ncearly cvery member of tha
Winnipeg boaxd of trade Is interested
to @ greater or lesser extent in the
southwestern portion of British Colum-
bia. Many of tho members of the
buand bave very large interests in that
region, and it secms not altogether out
of place that they should have consid-
ernd the question worthy of their con-
sideration. 3

I one respect several of the papers
whith hiave relerred to the Winnlpag
board ol trade in this connection, are
quite astray In  thelr statements.
They epenk of the boaxd as having
changed its mind fu regard to the pro-
posed Kettle River railway enterprise.
Ther s nothing to show that the
beamt i beld any other opinloa than
onv favurable to the construction of
tho road. The council of the board
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passed a motion In opposition to the
conetruction of the road, it is true,
but when the matter was brought up
in o full mecting of the board, guite
tho apposite opinion jargely prevailed,
1t Is quite natural to supposc that as
o genceral rule the expressions of the
councly would represent the oplulon
of tho boaxrd. This instance, huwever,
provedd an exception to the rule.

So far os the board of trade is con-
corned, tho discusslon resulting from
this Tiettle River railway matter
wonld indicate the wisdom of having
an expression from the full board, be-
fore the policy of the council in regard
to such important matters is pub-
licly anuounced.

WHAT SHALL WE GROW

The low price which hag ruled for
pome time for wheat should lead to
gome thought at this time as to the
advisabllity of giving more attention
to the caultivation of other cropw.
Within o short time seoding will be-
gin in Manitoba. Shall we continue,
ak we have done In the past, to give
almost our entire attention to the
production of wheat? or shall we
cast about for other crops? At the
moment the prospect does mot ap-
pear very encouraging for the wheat
grower. So far a” we are able to
judge of the future, indications would
seem  to point toward low prices for
wheat for the next crop. Of course,
it Is a very difficult matter tounder-
tako t0 prognosticate probable
wheat prices so far ahead, and condi-
tiony may be greatly changed before
another Manitoba crop comes to
market. At pregent however we see
a very large area of growing winter
wheat with favorable crop conditions
both in Europe and America. While
this crop may suffer serious damage
between now and harvest, indications
point to a big crop of winter wheat
for 1899. This crop will begin to
come to market in June, so that the
date v not really very far off for the
Legiming of a new crop year.

But aslde from the probability of a
large wheat crop this year, with ac-
companying low prices, it would seean
wise policy for Manitoba farmers to
vary their production a little more.

There aro certainly other interesws
which ghould  prolitably engago
their  attentlon bagides growing

wheat. The Commercial referred only
a week or two ago to the increased
domand for flax seed which will be
cxperienced this year. Owing to the
wstablishment of a large linsced oil
mill at Montreal, the demand for flax
seod will te much greiter than ever
before. The proprietors of this enter-
priso oxpect to secure thelr sced In
the Wost, and they have an agent
now here, with the oblect of endeavor-
ing to intercst the farmers in this
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crop. The quantity of flax seed pro-
aucol here will require to be vastly
grenter than It evor was bhefore, if
this Inereased demand is to be sup-
plied. There is no fear of over pro-
duetion of flax thls yoar, and thore
is certain to boe keen competition
and a good cash market for overy
bushel of seed.

Another crop which should recefvo
more attention Is oats. Reretolore

-this crop has been grown in a hap-

hazard and careless way in  Mani-
toba. Any Kkind of cultivation has
heen thought good enough for oats.
Thie result has been poor crops of
this grain. During the past two
years the supply of feed grains has
not been cqual to tho home deinand.
Our oatmeal mille have been stending
idle for lack of raw material, while
the demand for oatmeal bas been
supplied by meal imported from the
United States. Besides oatmeal, large
quantities of feed graing Iiave been
also imported from tho United Stutes.
This i8 not creditable to the intel-
ligence of our grain producers. While
they have been giving their time and
study to growing wheat, we have
had to lmport other grains, which
could be frown to good advantage
at home. That our soil and climate
are not the trouble, i3 shown by the
fact that where care has bzen given
to other crops, they havo given as
favorable returns as wheat. At the
Manitobn  Esperimental farm last
year frem 100 to 120 bhushels per
acre were oltained from a number of
different  varieties of oats, thus
proving that the crop iy all right if
preperly cultivated. The leading varie-
tley of peas yleided 50 to GO bushels
per acre, and this crop has alwuys
proved a successful one at the farm
though it iy almost an unknown crop
among Manitoba furmers. Barley re-
turned from 60 to 70 bushels per acre.
These and similar statigtics, obtuined
year after year proved that there
whomld be no difficulty in obtaining
velatively just as good crops of feed
graing In  Manitoba as is obtained
fram wheat. The fact that wo have
been obliged to import feed grains is
therefore due to the custam of grow-
ing wheat to the neglect of ather
Crops.

We should grow more flax sced,grow
more oats, grow more barley, grow
more peas, and not only grow moro
of these crops, but manufacture them
after they are grown. Manufacture
the burley, ocats and poas into  beef,
mutton, pork, poultry.cggs and dairy
products. Ae for the flax sced, after
it Is crushed and presged, thero re-
malny one of the most valuable an-
imal feeds that can be obtained any-
where.  Poultry twelve cents per
pound in Winnipeg, and the markot
partly  supplieé  with Ontario poul.
try! A lurgo numbor of car loadsol



