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[All quotations, unless otherwise specified, are whole-
sale for such quantities as are usually taken by retai
deal rs,and are subject to the usual reductions !?r large
quaut.ties, and to cash di See qguota-
tions on nsi.e back cover.].

The strike of railway employees of the Cana-
dian Pacific railway, continued to absorb all at-
tention in business circles the greater portion
of the week.  Express trains were kept mov-
ing fairly well, but there was practically no
movement in freight, and the situation was
fast becoming serious for business.  As intim-
ated st week, the strike of conductors and
brakemen was not long counfined to tnis division.
On Sunday night, March 20, the coaductors
and  trainmen  were called out on
the Pacific division, extending from Donald
to the coast, muking the entire line from Lake
Superior to the Pacific coast under etrike, to-
gether with the numerous branch lines con-
Decting therewith., Oa Monday aignt the m-n
on the F.stern division, extending from Furt
William to Chalk river, nearly to Octawa, were
called out, thus spreading the strike over 780
miles more of main line, makiong in ail over
2,600 miles of main line vuder strike. Tne
men ou these divisions were called out as an
agsistaace to the strikers on this division. The
propability is that the strike would soon have
extended to other divisions, and also to other
branches of the railway xervice, had not a settle-
ment beenarrived atasexplaived elsewhereia this
issue, whereby the men returned to work on
Weduesday evening and Thursday moruing.
This caused general satisfaction in business cir-
cles, awd the clogged wheels of commerce be-
8an at once to revolve again. Doring the con-
tinuance of the strike a great deal of business
had accumulatel, and during the balance of
the week there was great activity in rushing
forward the accumulated traffic, and in endea-
voring to catch up with the work, Orders
which hatd accumulated at  wholesule
houses for a week, for Uadadian Pacific poiuts,
Wwere rushed as fast as possible. The early ter-
Wination of the strike is a matter for general
thankfuluess, Though there his been some in-
Couvenicnce and loss, it is nothiog to what it
woulld have been, had it continued a week or
two longer.  The interests most immediately
affected were the incoming settlers. Many
train loads of incoming settlers and their effects

" Were on the way. and trainy of live stock and

effects were delayed at ~ North  Shore
points, wh:re it was diffi;alt to obtain
feed for the animals. Points  east
of Wunipeg, such as Rat Portage,

Lake Sup-rior and North Shore points, which
dep=nd for their supplies solely upon the rail-
way, were in a precarious position. The
implement houses, who have their spring rush
o0 hand, aud who had car lots of goods on the
Way which were needel here for the spring
work, were also considerably alarmed over the
situation. Lake of the Woods lumbermen,
who are comwmencing their spring shipments,
were algo feeling nervous. Goods, .such as
lmplemente, which had not left eastern factories,
Oou-ld, of course, be forwarded to Wiaiipeg via
United States railways, but there were con-
siderable Guaantitiesof goods on the way via the

C.P.R. when the strike etarted, which were

side-tracked along the latter road at inacce:-
sible points. Then in the case of implemeccs
required immediately at country points here,
there was the trouble of distributiag them even
after arrival at Wiunipeg. Wood was scarce
in the city, as there were but very light stocks
ahead to draw upon. when the strike started,
Prives were advanced about 50¢ or so per cord,
but the damand w .8 not very large, and no
great inconvenience was felt ou this score. Grar,
business was at a complete staadstill, | g

grain would have beea dull without the strixe,
At one or two couatry points elevators weie
full of grain, and as no shipments could re
made, farmers were obliged to pile their wheat
up in bags outside, or haul it home again. At
nearly all points, however, tnere was elevatc,

space fr all the wheat mirketed.  Some of
the flour mills were talking of closing down ¢n
account of shortage of storage for their out
put.

The rush of incoming immigration has been
large, and greatly in excess of recent years.
About 1,000 persons arrived at Winnipeg
ou Friday, mostly from eastern Canada. British
and fureigners are also arriving in considerable
nambers, and the season protnises to be one of
the most active in the history of the country.
The number of immigrants coming in has
assis§ad in supplying vhe demand for farm help
to a ¢onsiderable extent.  Most of those coming
from eastern Canada ace securing land for
themselves at once, but a few are accepting
employment. A larger number of the British
and foreign immigrants go out to work. Wages
for men for farms range at about 318 to $25
per month, including board. There is still a
good demaud for fsrm help, and some appli-
cants want to engage men by the year. Dmes-
tic servants are wanted, the wag-s fir good
help usually ranging between $10 anl $15 per
month, and in special cases even higher.

AURICCLTURAL  IMPLEMENTS — Implement
firms were in quite a fermcut on aceount of the
railway strike, and when the stiike was de-

clared off on Wednesday afternooa there were
none wore pleased than the dealers in this
branch. All the houses had car lots of imple
ments on the way, which are wanted imme-
diately for the spring trade, and they coutd
neither get themn in or ship out to eupply_ the
numerous branch Wa.rehul.lses at country points,
The situation was beginning to look \ery ser-
ious for them and for the country at lurge.
It they had not been able to get these goods ia
in time for the spring trade, they wo}ud have
to be h-ld over, and would not sell this season
at all, while the lack of supplies would have
been serious for oup agrlgultural interests. A
few cars which were side-tracked en route,
on account of the strike, have not been located
yet, but the danger is now considered past.
The implement tirms have every prospect of a
brisk season before them,.the large immiygration
of agricultural settlers being a welcome’feat:ure,
and a sure indication of a good season 8 trale,
Early spring implement are now comiugiato
demand, and in & very short tlmg the call fox
spring lines will be at its best. Some threshing
outfits are still going out,

Drieb FRUITS—Dried apples, 6 to 8}c; eva-
porated, 8% to Y¢; figs, layeis, 11 to lic; ﬁg's,
cooking, 5 to 7c; dates, 6 to 8c. Valencia
raisins, $1.75 to §2 per box. Currfmts, 64to 7;
prunes, 6 to 10c.  Evaporated fruits are quot-
ed; apricots, 11 to 13¢; peeled peaghes, 174 to
18¢c; unpeeled peaches, 12 to 13c; pitted plums;
11 to 11jc; cherries, 13 to 134c; pears, 12} to
13c; nectarines, 11} to 12¢; raspberries, 19 to
20c. .

prmm—

Fisi. —The market is well supplied with a
considerable variety of fre-h fish, in boih salt
and tresh water varieties.  Lucl varieties of
fresh water fish are quoted;: Waitelish, Skc;
pickerel, 4 to 5¢; sturgeon. 6. pike, 2 to 25 ;Lake
Suaperior trout, 9c; L ke Superior h-rring 350
per dozeu; Kastern brook trout, 20 per lb.
¥resh sait water fish : Salmon, 1t;:; smelts,
12¢;  habibug, 14e; cod, 8¢ ;  haddock, 10c.
Cured fish: Smoked haddies, 8jc; boneless
cod, 7 to 74e.  Salt mackerel, 15¢ ib ; herrings,
33c doz-v ; dry cod, 8. In Oy~ters are quoted
at $2.15 for atandards, and $2 35 for selects per
gallon, for Providence river swock, with Balti-
mores at $2 to y2. 20,

GreEx  Fruirs — Business was  slow,
for  which the 8trike was  blamed.
Apples hold  firm and choice to fancy

red stock are quoted at $£.23 1o 5.0.) puc barrel.
Greenings may b had at ag $3 0 3 75 per bar-
rel as to quality, Fiorid, Oranges are becoming
8carce aud advancivg, quoted at $4.75 to 5.75
per box; California orauges are now of better
quality than earlier arcivals. Navels are neld
a4t $4.75 to 5., and seedlings at $3 1o 3.25 per
box. L=mons, lower, at $5.75 to 6 50 tor Mes-
inas per box, Cranberiie«, $9 to 9.50 per bar-
rel; Malaga grapes, large siz - kegs, 810 to 10 50.
Catifornia” winter pears, $3.25 to 4 per bux of
40 pounds. Bananas are arriving iu smali lots
by express, and are worth $3 73 to 4 per bunch.

GROCERIES— It has been confirmed that
Spreckies will go into the sugar retinery com-
bive in the United States, which will end the
sugar war there. Eistern Canada refiucries were
repurted to he very busy, and feeling firmer,
but eastern jobbers, owing to cuting, ure not
making u piolit. Toronto jobbers have been
selling at 44 to 43¢ for giauulated, and yellows
at 35w 4}, which are unprofit.ible fiznres,
based on prices at refineries. Tne fizhting
starch manufacturers have probably decided
that 1t is foolish to sell at tosing price:, and
they have commenced to advance their tigures.
Winnipeg ~ugar prizes are granulated 5c and ic
higher 1n 50 ib bags, while 100 1b bags it 18
quoted at 5t 10¢c per 100 b« under barrels.
Yetlows, 4 to de. lumps, 6 to 6lc; powdered,
7% to 8 syrups quoted 2% to 3je.

Raw FURs.—The week has been a very im.
portant one in fars, oa account of the annual
March sales being held in Loudon this week,
opening on March 21, Following is the Had:
sow’s Biy Co.’s collection which was offsred
this week : Black bear, 11,560 : brown bear,
1.720; gray bear, 225; white bear, 122;
badger, 3,438 ; cross fox, 2,656 ; red
fox, 1119 ; inink, 41,030 ; lynx, 8,266
white tox, 9,486; silvec fox, 632 ; pit fox,
549 : marten, 73,000 ; fisher, 5,070 ; otter,
9.689; raccoon, 130;: skuuk, 10,115 ; wolf,
1.699; rabbit, 21,688; musk ox, 1,946 ;
wolverine, 1,094 ; fur seals, salted, 410 ; hair
seals, do., 548. and dry hair seals, 1,500.
Bzaver and musquash were sold in January,
THE COMMERCIAL has received the following
telegraphic advice via New York regarding
the result of the Hudson’s Bay Cu.’s sales this
week :

Fisher declined 10 per cent.
10 [

Cross fox

Silver fox 15 “
White fox ¢ 25 o
Otter “ 15 “
Bear ‘ 7% o
Skunk L 10 ¢
Marten advanced 15 «
Red fox “ 124 «
Lynx « 40 i
Miok s 174 “
Wolverine ** 25 ¢

The advance in lynx wag expected, and was
stimulated by the small collection. Red fox
was also expected to advance. Thae advances
in red fox and lynx especially will be very
ucceptible to traders here. The Winaipeg
market is receiving a few lots, but mostly
small assortments. A fine lot of furs from the

Lake Superior district was offered this week.



