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M1AITLAND'S MYSTERY.
( Continueid.)

Il1 beg your pardon, nîy goot sir, but inay 1 ask what you menu by trot-
ting away wlben il muut have bceu tvident that 1 wvanied ta speak with
you ?",

'l'lic sîranger turrnet sligbtl>' andi coolly eyed the flusliet andi indignant
cavalrymian. TIhey were trottinîg side by side no,«, Nalan plunging cxcitetly,
but tîme Englisli Iorée mamntainir.g bis aven stride ; anti stronger contrast of
typ~e anti style ane coultil scaiceiy hope ta find. In rough twecd sbooting-
jacket anti cal), brown B3edford cords fitting snugty at the knee but flapping
lil-o shapcicss bags fromi ihere aloft to tîme waist, in bcavy Icather gaiters
and equally hcavy leather gloves, the siocky figure of the E nglishman batl
nothing ofigrace or elegance, but wias sturd>', etrong, anti full ai that burly
scîf-reliance îvbich is s0 characteristic of the race. Above bis broat, steel)-
iiig shaulders werc a buli n±ck, retidemet by the suu, a crop of close. curliing,
light.brown bair, a tanneti andi honest face liglited up by fcarlcss gray eyes
anti shadetd by a thick anti curling beard of ligbtcr bue than thc liair of bis
massive lieat. Hie rode 'irith the careless case andi supreme confidence of
the skillet borsemian, but w.ith 11mb angularity ai oo0t anti eibow, that round-
ness ai back anti bîincbing of shoulders, that incessant risc anti fail wiith
every boat of bis boisa's poivcrful hiaunch, that the effectwas that ai neither
security lior repose. Hus sattie, too, wias the long, flat-seatct, Australian
mote], pig sicin, with huge raunteti lealhern cushione circling in front anti
over tbe koces, adtiing ta the cumbrousness of bis equipment anti in no Wiise
ta the comfort ; but bis bit ard curb.chain werc of burnisbcd steel, gleamiiig
a!f hougli fresli from i handis af sorti incomparable English groom, andi
the russet reins werc soit anti pliable, telling ai excellent stable management
anti discipline. Periy couidn't belp atmiring that britile, even in bis tempor-
ary fit ai indignation.

As for him,-tafl, slender, clcganîly made, cloîbeti in the accurately.fit-
ting untress Ilblouse" of ilia army andi in riding-breecbcs that displayedte
best ativantage tlie superb moultîng ai bis poweriul tbighs, sittiug like
a cetitaur wiel.' down in the satidle, bis feet anti lower legs, caset in naît>
ziting-boots, swinging close in babint he gieaming sboulders of bis steed
erect as on parade, )et swaying wiitb evcry motion of hîs boise, graceful
gallant, andi ta the fui] as powerftil as bis burly comapaiiô, the atrantag
in appearance wias ail on I>erry's site, and was heighiencti b>' Noian's spir
itet action anti martial trappir.gs. 1'erry 'iras an cxquisite in bis soldie
baste, andi neyer, except on actual campaign, rode bis troop-borse witbou
bis broidereti saddle-claîb anti gleaming bosses. Ali ibis, anti more, th
Englishman seemeti quietl>' noting as, finaîlly, witliout the faintest, traco
ai irritabilit>', witb even a suspicion ai humer twinkling about the corner
ai bis inoutb, he replicti>-

"A feilow nia> do as hc Jikes wben be's on bis own balliwick, I suppose.
Ail the saine, wherever rve been, front lere la Assiniboia, men mec

like Christians, unless îbcy liappen ta be road-agcnts or catie-thieves
Wbaî's mare, I am an officer of a regiment just airriveti bere, anti, fromt th
Missouri town, there isn't a ranch along aur trail wliere wie were fnot wevl
comle anti whosc occupants wcre not 1 hail-ielliow.wel.met' in our campa
You are the first people ta shun us; andi, as that fort yondcr was buili fc
your protection in days 'idien it was badly ritedet, 1 'want ta kna'î Wh~
tbcrc is about ils garrison that is sa obno.¶ions te Dunraven :Ranc,-tbat
what yau call il, I beliivt P'

et rhat's wihat,-it is caileti."
leWcll, lbere! I've no intention ai intnmtiing wbcrc we're flot %çantcd.

sïiply tid'nt suppose tint an the broat prairies ai the West there was suc
a place as a ranch wbere orme Gf my cloth wvas unwelcorne. 1 -rn Ms. Peri
oi the -th Cavais>', anti I'ni bound to sa>' I't like ta know what you pcop
have against us. Arc sou the proprietor?"

1'in not. I'm only an cmploycc."
Wois the aimer?"

etIIc's net bore now.",
"Wbo ie bere who can explain thc situation ?"
"Oh, as ta that, 1 fency 1 cao do il as well as anyboi>. Il ià simp

because wie have ta do pretty much as you fclaws,-obey eiters. T1
oivner's asters arc nlot aimiet at you n>' more than anybody cIsc.I
simpi>'wants ta bec lt.lone. lc boupht ibis tract anti scîtled h erc bccau
bc wantcd a place whcsc bie couit have things bis a'in 'ivay,-sre pool
wbom lie sent fornti nobody cisc. Every man in bis emnpioy is expect
ta stick ta lime ranch so long as lie is on. tlie pa>'-roii, anti ta carry out I
instructions. If hie can't, bie rnay go."

"Andi yous instructions arc ta prevent people getting into the ranch ?"
"Oh. hartily tbat, soit know. WVc tan't intcîfere. Tberc's ncvcr a

or.c ta coule, as a ruie, andi, wbczm tbcy do, tha fonce sens ta be suflicien
"Ap>', I shouit Zay'; anti yct %veto I ta tell yom that I batl busini

With Uhc pioprictar anti neect ta rite up ta the ranch, you wauid open t
gale sonider, 1 suppose 1"

leNo: 1 wouit tell you that the owner wias away, ant that ii bis abser
I transacted ail business for bina."

"Wltiank yen for thc iniormnation-given me, at ail events. MLa:
ask the name af your misanzhropical boss? You mniglmt tell bim 1 calle'

"Several officcrs callet îbhrce Yeats ago, but bc bepged te bc excuset.
"Anti what is tbe iame ?",
24r. Maitant-is wlia lic is callet."1

"Ail right. Possibly tha time roay com -% heu Msr. M1aillant will bc
anxious ta bave flime cavalsy arounti him as tuc is now ta kccp 1t away. 1
if you over fled like coming up ta the font jusi ride in anti asic for nie."

I fcl like il; a dozen times a weck, you know ; but a man mus
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quarrel with bis bread-and-buttor. I met oneof your fellows once on a hunt
after strayeti mules, andi he asked me in, but I couldn't go. So.rry, you
know, and ail that, but the owner won't have il."

Il Weil, then there's nothing te do for il but say good.day tu you. l'in
going back. Possibly l'il sec some of your people up at Rossiter wlien they
corne to gel a horse shiot."

"eA horst shoti ! Why, man alive, we shoe ail our boisas here 1"
le WeoIl, that fe1Iowv who rode out of your nortil gale and ivent up towards

the fort about an hour or Sa ago bail bis bousc shoti at a cavalry forge, or Pal
a duffer."

A quick change camue over the Englishman'8 face: a flush of surprise andi
angcr shot up to his forclhcad : ho whccled about andi gazed cagerly,
loweringly, bac), towards the far-tivay buildings.

IlHoîv do you know thore was- 'What lollow diti you sec ?" hc
sharply asked.

IlOh, 1 don't know irbo lic wvas," answcred Perry, coolly, Il Ie avoidcd
nie just as poititcdly as you did,-galtoped scross the 'Monce and out on the
prairie la dotige inc; but hie came out of that gale on thc strearn, locked it
after him, andi ient oni up to thc f'ýrt; and his horse bail cavalry shoes.
Gond-day to you, my Jirittanic friend. Corne anti sec us whcn you gel tired
of prison-life." And, with a grin, M1r. Perry turneti anti rode rapidly away,
leaving the other horseman in a brown study.

Once fairly across the M.\once, hie ambleti placidly along, thinking of the
odd situation of affairs ot this great prairie-reservation, andi almost rcgrettcd
that lie bail paiti the ranch the honor of a call. Renching the point wbere
the wagon-tracks crosscd the strcamt ta the gatc-way in the boundary fonce,
bie remnet in Nolan and lookedthrough a vista in the cottonwoods. There
was the Englishman, dismounted, sîooping over thc ground, and cviticntly
cxamining thc hoof-prints at the gale. Perry chuckled at the sight, then,
whistling for Bruce, who badl strayet off through the timber, hie resumnet his
jaurlty w'ay 10 flice post.

In thc events of the morning there wero several tbings to give bim abun-
tant cause for thought, if flot for lively curiosity, but hie batl loit yct reacbedl
the sumn total of surprises in store for him. He was stili two miles outfrom
thc fort, and riding slawly along the bottom, when hie became aware of a

*trooper coming towarts hitu on the trail. The sunbeams were glinting on
*the polisheti ornamcnts oi his forage-cap andi on the brigbt yellow chevrons
of his snugly.fituing blouse. l'al anti slender anti erect was tbe coming

e horsemnan, a rnodcl of soltierly grace andi carrnage, anti as lie dreiv nearer
- and bis hand ivent up ta the cap-visor in salute a gesture from, bis Young
r supero1r brought an instant pressure on the rein, and horse and màn became
t an animatet statue. It îvas a wondcrfully sutiden yet easy check of a sîced
e in rapiti motion, anti Mr. Perry, a capital rider binaseif, coultil fot withhold
e bis admiration.
s Il"%Nhere did you lcarn tbat sutiden hall, sereatit?" be askcd. "lI neyer
ysaîv anything sa quick except the Mlexican training; but that mrains a horse

andi throws bina on his haunches."
t le I is flot uncommon abroacl, sir," was the quiet answer. "Isaw il

.firsl in the English cavalry ; ant i i je asy la tcach the liorse."
e IlI must gel you ta show me the knack somte day. l've noticed il two

-or tbree limes, anti wouid like 10 leaxn iL What I btoppcd you forvras,
S. Ibis - you'vo been stable-sergeant evcr since wc got bere, bave you not ?"
~r "Yes, sir."
al 'Then if anybady besides members of the troop bad horses sbod at out
's forge you would be prelîy apt 10 know il."

I 1L-now that no one bas, sir." Andi a flush was rising to the Young
sergeant.s face and a paincd look hovering about his bright blue cyes. Ycî

1 bis manner wvas scif-resîraincd andi full of respect.
h IlDon't think l'in inlimating anything ta the contrary, Sergeant Gwynne.
ry No soltier in thc rcgimcnt more entirely holtis the confidence of his captain
le -of ail the officers-than you. I wasnfot îhinking of that. But somebody

down thcrc nt that big ranch b.-di us lias bat bis horst shod b>' a cavalry
iarrir,-it rnay have been donc whilc thc Eleventh worc here,-and, while
I knew you ivouit nlot allow il nt our forge, 1 îbought il possible that il
might bc donc in your absence."

I l's the first lime I'vc been out of sight of tho stables since %ve c-ime
lv ta the post, sir, anti the captain gave me permission te ride down the Valley
hie ibis morning. Mas 1 ask the lieutenant wby hie thinks sorte ranchtnan is
le getting bis sboring donc hcre at thc post ?"
se IlI'vc bccn down thcrc this morning, and met a mnan caming up. He
île avoitict me, and rode oves 10 thc seutit site, and s0 exciteti my curiosity ;
cd and as thcy kcep that îvbalc place cnclosed in a ire fenice, andtihe bail
iis cv!dcntly came out of thc north gale, 1 was struck by the siglit of the hool.

prints : tbcy %veto perfectly frcsh, tbcrc on the trail, andi plain as day.
Tbec's no mislaking thc sboc, yen know. 13y the way, hce rode up ta tbc

ny fort, anti probably entereti at your side of the garrison: tiid you sec himt P"
t." 41No, sir, andi, cxccpt for breakfast,-just aiter revill,-I have bccn at
c-5s stu'.blca al thc rnorning. 1 was ltotre when the lieulenant got bis horse,"
hie "Yes,lIremember. 'lhenni noanc rode in fromn thc valley'?"

IlNo civilian,-no rancliman, sir. The only horsemen I've seen werc
mce some Cheycnne scouts during the last îwo bouts, and Dr. Quiu,-just beore

sick-call!"
y I "lDr. Quin 1-the post surgeon I Are you sure, sergearit F"
d."p e "Ccrtainly, sir. Tro doctor rode int the post just about an hour aller

."the lieutenant lcft,--coming up the vailey t00. lecwent right around ta his
own stable, over towartls zbc bospital."

A look af amnze andi stupefaction wias settlingaon Perry's face. Now for
as thc first lime hie rccalled Mss. Lawrencc's intimations with regard ta the
lut docl.or, and bis cannection %vitb the signal-liits. Now for the first time il

occurred ta humt that tbe secret of tbose cavalsy boof-prints at the gale wias
.n't thst no rancliman, but an offices ai the garrison bail beca the rneans of


