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YOUTH AND AGE.

¢ Centennial Anniversary of Americen
(On the Indepindence.)

« Wo hiave to confess that England {8 oldand
tho United Sintes young‘\"—-Tnnes

Punch sces no harm In that confession,
Are is o thing comparative ;

In History's immenso procursion
Somo realms than others longer lve,

What dingnosis markstho timo

When any State 18 §n 1ta prime ?

America 18 young, no doubt,

Agd kcopz)! hcr‘";’mndrcdt,h birthday mertily
Y or cannot rony ; her speakers spout §

Hor toasts and sentimoents ring cheerily ;
And how tail talk in fyties has flowed
In Bayard Taylor's long drawn Ode!

tho democratic mald
ngglgcorownou with freedoin’s deathless laurel;
Nor her largo Liberty uprald,
PBccaulso ita glnn}g l::osmxl quarrel,
rosperity and soc en
To lt{’e coK)ssu.l Commonivealth !

Yet 1s Old England qulto s0 old
Agthe Ch uoleﬁor rualntatng,
Whoso oldest, noblest blood (8 rolled
Through the wide Unjon's soutbful velns?
In all things good, bencath the sun.
John Bull aad Jenuthan are bne.

ng conturies of stately life
LOA!% “ngland’s birthday gift to het ;
Columblia s youth, with vigor rife,
18 felt in England’s heart astir,
1n young Amerlca Centennial
O1d Enland feels hersclf perconial,
—Punch.

The Chalk Rift Tunnel.

IS THEKRE A NATIRAL PASSAGE UNDER THE
K7TRAITS OF DOVER ~=A STRANGE STORY OF
SUBMARINE SMTGGLING.

The London correspondent of the New
York Snn- tells what be pronounces the
strangest history of the century. He tlis
how Government officials wgre informed of
the existence of o secret passage under the
Straits of Dover, and of the willingness of
the holders of the secret to surrender it
to tho Government. At last the officials
gent for one of the party.

TOE ERCRLT OF ' GERICAULT'S mOPR.”’

Nr, Fleetwood Heald, on being introduc-
ed to Mr. Cross, produced a lelter dated a
week carlier from Paris, and signed by
Gericaultaine, saying in effect that Mr. Heald
nad full authority from bim, on the terms
proposed, to make the communieation to the
tro Governments respecling tho cavern
crlted * Gericsult’s Hope.”

v As] am tho only other person intereat.
ed,” said Mr, Beald, ¢ this secret being
made known only to the eldest pergon olfour
two families of Henld and Gericault at a
time, I jeel fully authorized to communi
cate to the Britisk and Freach Governments,
through you, the rather siartling fact thav a
family of Kentish ycomen and a family of
Picard nobles have been acquninted witha
secret route under the English Chancel
since the yeor 16956."

Rather starlding, indeed ! Mr. Crossis a
gentleman of tho utmost aplomd, but thia
mstter of fact communication upset his
equanimity completely, and my informant
tells mo that the Secretary was strongly in
clined to believo himsell in tho company of
a medmsn.

Mr. Fleetwood Hex 1, honever, quielly
went on to explrin tbat he himsell, though
proud to be tho representativeand descend-
ant of a long line of Kent farmers, wheto
name be bore, wasnlsodescended fremsome
of the bluest blood of Franco, the de Geri-
caults of Saint Nicolo sur Mer, 2 family that
had fought under Jownville and Francisl.,
under Henry Quatre and Conde, alws~8 on
borseback, and always with iogour. At the
timo of the League the do Gencaulis became
Protestants, and continued to hold that faith

in the laiter time At tho period of the
rovocation of tho Edict of Nunles, the old
tower and chateau of Gericault af St. Nicolo
was owwned by the Siour Jules de Gericault,
a bachelor, but his youngerbrother, Arnaud,
was a Iawyer in Evreux, procurateur du voi
{in the Piovincial Parliament, and n married
{ aan with a large family. His eldest son,
Joeweline, an ardent youth, fresh from col-
Joge, had got into erious difficultics with the
authorities, owing to his active resistance to
the dragonuading brutalities praciised upon
the Protestant emigres, and his troubles
foally culminnted in an altewpt to arrest
him. Uo resisted, snd was 80 unfortunate
a8 1o kilt a lieutenant of the King's Guard,
Inslant flight was his only resource, and by
his fathe's advice ho took refugo with his
uacle, the old bachelor Jules, who lived a
solitary life in the tower,

Joecelin’s place of refuge, howevoer, wao
betrayed, and he was about to bo captured,
when his uncle hastily took bim into the
cellars of tho chateau, into o pit or cell
kuown ns ¢ the dungeoy,” }He lifted a
stope from the floor of this cell and dis-
closeda stono stairway., * Descend here,™
said the Sieur. ¢ Thisslair leads you to the
moest precious possession of tho house, the
cuvern of Gericault's Hopo. It has been
kanowo t0 ono member of the family ever
siace the raids of the Northmes. {tisa
refuge and + sheltering place in apy great
emergep.cy, and no ono knows tho depth of
it. It goes under the sesa ; that we know.
Descend these steps—you bave flint and
steel—at the foot of the sleps, in o crypt,
you will fnd & lamp ready for lightiog,
Thero are orches, also. To night 1 will
bring you privisions and news., Here you
will be safe. There is o Led in the room
beyond the crypt Do not venturelnto the
caye beyond wherait is walled. You might
be lost.” :

FROM PJOARDY 20 EENT DRY SHOD.

Joscelin descended she steir, his uncle
closed the trap and left him in horrible
darkoese e found a lamp. however,
lighted it, and then supplyiog himsnif with
a torch, resolutely set out to explore the
ciwvern.  After passing through several
chambers that had evidently been shaped
out by the hand of man, Joscelin came o
tho narrower part that seemed like o mere
series of fissures in the chelk, cleft by other
fissures at Tight angles, all descending ata
sharp angle, 50 that the young man wished
for = staff to aid his steps. Suddenly by s
deep, hollow murmur over head, he felt
sure that he was passing under the sea, but
as the path was still plain, dry and easy he
co* tinued to descend, until fatigue mado
bun stop for rest, By this time he bad
travelled several miles, and tho cavern, or
series of caverns, no longer descended, but
kept 2 level or pretty near it, penetrsting
the chalk in a number of directions, in
chambers or fissures of irregular height,
These were all perfectly dry, and the air was
pure.

cended the stepr, and found that his ancle
bad already been thero and left him provis-

wote saying ho was closely watched, and
must not como down again until the espion-
ago was released.

a8 ho thought it must bo night, ho songht
the dry straw bed his uncio had told him

denso sul ating smoke that came on him
in volumes from abore, and tho noises ho
bad beard lefs nodoubt in his mind that the
-chatcau was on firo. This, indecd, was the
fact; the tower was barnt by tho troeps

Joscelin returned toward the tower, as-,

of, and wont to sleep.  He wasawakened by |

aftor Jules had been carried off to prison in
Arras, Sure that his retreat would now be
detected, and oppressed by the smoke,
Joscalin hastily seized bis storos and means
of illumination and sought tho receasses of
‘the cave. Ife hurried inward for several
hours, and nt last, with inexpressible con-
sternation, discovered that ho was lost.

How long ho wandored now he never
could tell, but he knew that finnlly, after
exploring no end of blind passnges that led
{o nowhere, and at last Josing bie light, and
stumbling on for a long while in the dark,
wmuch more than half mad, he heard voices,
faint and muffied, on the other side of a
wall of chalk. He knocked and cried, but
there was no response. At last, in'despair,
he drew Lis couteau do chasse and cut bis
passage through into semi-daylight, snd
fainted.

This, Mr. Fleetwwood Heald gaid, was the
family legend concerning tho discorery of
the'tunnel. Joscelin de Gertcault had cut
himself through into the smugglors's cave
on the ooast of Kent, not five miles from
Dover. This cave was chiefly the property
of Farmer [eald, & prudent and close men,
who at first was inclined to shoot the
stranger, but fiading him insenmble, #nd
perceiving there was some mystory about
the youth’s presence: there, thought better
of it, and took tho young man {0 his housey
closing the hole made. Finally, when Geri-
oyl was tell enough to tell his story,
Heald married him to bis dsughbter, nnd
built a famous Lagr cellar of his own with a
secret passage 1nl0 <o cave, which be and
Gericault explored thorvughly,

SMUGGLING UNDER Thb gpa,

As s00n as possiblo communicaion was
bad with France. Sisur Jnles was dead
from griefand rage: Armsaud had tke ruins
of the tower ns his owan posseasion; but was
ignorant both of the cave and of his son’s
fate. At Heald's suggestion the tower was
rebuilt and by degrees the firm of Glyn,
Jansen, Gericault & Heald was established,
The business was that of smuggliog lices,
silks, brandy, tobacce, &c. Glyn biught
and sold in London ; Jansen bought aad
sold 12 Arras, and Lille in Ghent and Aunt-
werp, Hesald and Gericault were the -sole
depoaitories of the secret of the submatino
passage, and they did the smuggling. As
the operation was perfectly safe, 1t was im~
mensly profitable.

The sccret, the caslody zlways reatricted
to the cldestof each house, wat well kept.
The Hoalds niways lived quietly in their
apparent rapk in life,but frequently inter-
married with the Gericaudts, who from being
provincial nobles, fell at (e timo of the
Revolution nto tho order of ibo common-
alty.

'1y‘ho transit of tho lunne) Fat W2de ysys
ly in two days and a pisbt, and the goua
! wero (“ngpqrted. in pl(.‘.kB on ths backs 0

tho contemporsry uericoult and Heald,
, They only 1nde twenty or thirly trips s yasr
at first, Luz about the boginning of this.
cenlury, when smuggling was unuscally
t profitabic, they becamo more grecdy, took

sions, wine, and oil for several days, mtha, several of the youug men ioto thdgecist, .

and added somo donkeys to their transpon

! ystion service, In thisway the firm.grow s

pidly rich ; but, at the samotimo thogetret
Joecelin carried his stores below and then, was neatly lost. Tho tunnel kad-neverdboen.
, used forany but smuggliog putposes; butl:

one of the sounger Gericenlis, an ardsnt

| oficer through it from =uglsnd to France,
Head did not J-~~¥ this person’s nams, buv
shortly afiec Bis trapsitthe word came-to.thg
11sa2a2 that ho tonnel was suspected and

royalist, Vendean and particulariyhoatilo1o.-
; Napoleon, on one occesion ~vf& & French .
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