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THERE IS NO DKATIL
L.0ED LYTTON.

There is nodeath ! Tho stars go down
To rise upon somo fulver shoro;

And bright in hoaven's jswelled crown
‘Choy shino forevermore.

‘There s nodeath ! ‘The dust we trend

Shall chango beneath the snmor showers
The golden graln or mellowed fralt,

Ur rainbow tinted tlowers.

Tho granite rocks disorganizo

Aund feed tho hungry moss ('hcy beur;
The forest trees dritix dotly iifo,

From out the viewless alr.

Thero {s nodeath ! Anangel form
Walks o er tho earth In sitent tread §

T30 bears our best loved thlngs away ;
And then we cell them ¢ dead.”

He leaves our heart all desolate,

11e plucks our falrest, swootest flowers §
Transplanted into bliss they now

Adorn immortal boswers.

Tho bird 11ko volec, whose jsyous Lonog
Alade glad thelr scenes of sin and su‘lfo,
Sings now un overlasting song
Around tho trees of life,

\Vhene'er he secs & smile too blight,
Or heart tco puro for taint and vico,

He bears it to that world of light §
Todwell in Paradise,

Born unto that nodying life,
They leave us but tocome again;
With joy wo welcomoe them tho satne,—
Zreept thelr sinund patn,

And ever near us, thon;ih unseen,
The dear linmortal spirits tread ;
Forall tho boandless unlverse
Is lifec—~there are no dead.

Headqguarters Indian Territory Expe-
dition.
Forr Leavexworrn, Kaxsas,
March 4th, 1875,

Assistant Adjulant General,
Depariment of the Missouri,
Fort Lecoenworth, Kansas.

Sir,—I bave the honor to submit the fol-
Jowing report o! the operations of the In-
dian Terntory Expedition:

In complisnce with Special Orders No.
114, series 1874, [Headquarters Depsrtment
of the Missouri, the expedition was organiz.
ed at Fort Dodge, Kansas, in the early part of
Auguast, 1874,

It conzisted of eight (8) companies of the
6th Cavalry, which were organized as two
equal Battalions, commanded by Majors
Compton sud Biddle, 6th Cavalry ; four (4)
compaaies of the 5th Infantry—from which
details were made to form an Artillery da~
tachment, (coamsan ied by 2od Lient. J. W.
Pope, 5th [ofantry,)—and s detachment of
thirty nine (39) guides and trsilers, under
st Lieut, F. D. Baldwin, 5:h Infantry.

For conveniencein rendering a report, tho
operations of the ccmmand may be describ-
od as five (5) distinct-movemants.

I, As the command moved from Fort
Dodge to Camp Sapply, Mijor Compton,
with his Battalion, one company of Infantry
and the guides, left Fort Dodge August 11th,
mking adetour to tus right ; the remain~
der of the comnmand left August 14th, mov-
ing by the direct raute,

From the crossing of the Beaver, near
Kiswa Creek, n scouting party of forty nine
(49) men, under commmand of lieut. Bald-
win, proceeded aloag the line of the Palo
Duaro 1o Adobo Walls, on the Canadian
R ver, arnving thero in time t0 repulse a
second attack upon that pisce, made by a
small band of Indiaas, who retreated
aguthust, burning tho prairie grass bebind
them.

From Adobe Walls this force moved down
the Canadian, surprised a small party of [n.

dinns near the mouth-of Chicken.'Creck,
killed one aud wounded .another, and re-
joined the  main command; (which, mean®
time had moved down fromy Camp Supply,
via Wolf and Commission Creeks,) twelve
(’52{’ wilee west of the Antelope Lills, August,
3ith, f

With the advance of the command, the
hostile Jheyennes, Kiowss, Coinnnches, who
had been camped in the vicinity, retreated
from the Sweetwater, North Fork and
MecLellan Creck,concentrating as they.mov-
ed southward. v

They were rapidly pursued. by the light
and effective portion of the- coramend for
one hundred (100) miles to a point -some
twelve (12) miles north of Red River, op
posite the mouth of the Tule, where an en*
gagement took place, (August 30th,) with
some sixX hundred (600) warriors, they hav-
ing relected a lina of bluffs, some five.(5) or
slx (6) ; miles in extent, from. which they
made the first attack on the advance; this
was as speellily repulsed. At the openingof
tt e fight, the dash and courage, usual in sa
vage warfare,were exhibited. but asthe com-
mand was rapidly deployed aod the offen:
sive immeiiately assumed, the -field was

|cleared and the Indiins driven over rugged

bluffs, through deep and precipitous cane
nons, acros8 Ied River—through their
burning villages in the Canon of the Tule,
and out on the Staked Plains to the south
west. With their strenglh, posilion and
the almost insurmountable natural ob-
stacles, they should have contended against
several thousand troops, instead of being
routed and driven twenty (20) miles over
an almost impsssible country by a force
inferior to their own in point of nuwmbers.
During thetimerequired to bringupsupgies
from my ttain, over a very .broken country,
to make a practicable route over the rug:
ged bluffs, out from the deep cannons and
up the precipitous bank of the fule. and to
determine my pursuit of the Indians
beyond the head coff the Tule, 35 miles
beyond Red River, that they had gone
directly out on the Staked Plhins. be-
yond any of the tributarics of the Red River.
my supplies were so far exhausted as not to
have warranted my crossing the Staked
Plains, even if I had bad means of carrying
water, and it became necessary to retura to
replenish. While this movement was in
progress, a large body of Kiowasand Com
manches, numbering about two hundred
and fifty (250) warriors, -supposed to be
friendly, left thcir Agency rnd sssumed
hostilities.

Two parties bearing despiiches, one un’
der 1st Lieut. F. D. Bald #in,5th lafantry,and
one under Guide Chapman, were met and
surrounded by Indians while en roufe from
the command to Camp Supply, and my
supply train, with escort commantded by
Captain W. Lyman, 5th Infantry. was de-
tained for four (4) dagsnear the Washita by
the persistent nttacks of some two bundred
an” afty (250) Indians ; all ot thess attacks
wero handsomely repuised. The Iadians
who attacked the train and the couriers
were of those who had recently left the
Wichita Agency. This party diwvided after
their final repulse by the troops, a parl
going southweat to theStaked Plvias, aud a
part eastward ; these were foliowed beyoad
the Antelope Hills and surcendered, a part
of them at the Cheycnne Agency, Octo-
ter 3rd, and a part at the Fort Sitl resereas
tion.

Tha detention of my supply train, above
referred to, rendercd it necessary to retuarn
the the Washita, where ths command ar-
rived September 15th. ‘The delay Inobtain-

ing supplies mado mecessary 8 period of

parlial inaction, and the command camped
on the Canndian, Washita and Swectwater.
Lfeom these camps parties wero. sent out,
thoroughly scouling the count-y n the
vicinity, and a reconnoiscance from: Oasis
Creek, on the Canadirn, along Wolf Creels,
beyond the Palo Duro, thence -to Adobe
Walls and down the Canadian, wns maile by
Interpretor Clark with a small detachment,
-and it established.the fact that nc ludians
were in that.regiou, or had recently passed
through it northward.

During tLis time also (Septanber 20ih)
ono half of the 6th Cuvalry, under Mujor
Biddle, was sent.back to Csamp ‘ Supply.
This dimiunishing of.the force.was rendered
possible by the changed state of afhirs

-gince the engagement on Red River, August

31th,and .o roudered necessary, partly to
enable'me to send vt of the.field, to recu~
perate, all except the strongest Liorces, sn
chiefly in order that the grain. thatarrived
might accumulate eufficiently to warrant
another and more extended forward move:
ment.

A Battalion of four (4) companies of the
8th Cavairy, under command of Major Wm.
R. Price, 8th Cavalry, joined my command a
second time on the 15th September.. I as-
sumed commanded of it, temporarily. on the
1t7h September, and on the 23rd, the De-
partment Commander direoted that it be
come a part of my command. It so re
mained until December 281h, when it was
ordered to New Mexico,

1I. 1st Lieut., F. D, Baldwin, 5th Infantry,
in commend of a detachment of Cavalry,
Infantry and scouts, was sent {Ostober 13th)
from near the heud of Washila to scout to
t:ze south towards Red River. He, moved
to bead of South Branch of McLellun Creek,
and thence northward, examining the heads
of. the various streams between that point
and the Caunadian.

On-the.10th of October, Major Compton,
with two companies of Cavalry and one of
Infantry, started from Oasis Creek and pro
ceeded north of, and along..the Csnadian to
Adohe Walls, thence to Mustang Creek nd
Palo Duro (branch of Beaver.) This antici-
pated the morcment of the Indians to the
north before the advance-of troops.-from the
Department of Texas, though no raport of
such advance had been received. ‘The
movement was successfully executed, and
tbe Indinns were intsrcepted, persisteatly
followed for more than one bundred (10¢)
miles through sand hills, and by cirenitious
and very ditScult roultes, and, though every
effort was made to deceive and throw the
command off their trail, they weres Honlly
d:iven (October 18th) to the plains south of
tne Ganadian.

Whil this movement wasin progress, n
detachment of Cavelry, under Captain C. B.
McLellan, and another uander 1st Lieut. W.
M. Wailace, Gth Cavalry, were sent well up
the Beaver. and to the Palo Duro, respec-
tively ; a third detachment of Infantry and
scoute, under Captain Ewxers, was sent to
near hoead waters of Wolf Creek: nll of
which wero in position to intercept any In*
dians whn anght evade Mnjor Compton’s
command.

On tho evening of October 13th a move-
ment of n considerablo body of Tadians
going oast was discovered hetweon Gageby
Creck and Swmcetwater. I siarted imme
diately from tho head of Washits, found the
trail. at daylight on the 14th, snd put &
force at once in pursuit. The force con-
sisted of Companies ** 1" 6tk Cavalry, “G7 4
8th Cavalry, aud *C}' 5th Iufsnlry, Cap® 38
tain A. R, Chaftee, Gth Cavalry, command-
mg. . g
‘Thie Indizns acro pressod 8o clowely 2210 &8




