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From the U. 8. Army and Navy Journal.

B N ~—~NON-COMMISSIONED QFFICERS.

~ Tax value of good non-commissioned offi-
cors being acknowledged in atl armies, dif-
* ferént inducements aro offered to efficient
.men to fill such positions. The French army
-availsitselfof the institution of “'substitutes”
for this purpose. 4 Frenchman who has got
money enough to pay somebody to fight for
him is not called upon to furnish his substi-
tute himself; he simply pays the amount.
The grvernment takes another man down
the list, and gives the mouney to & non-com-
missioned officer as a bounty for re-enlist.
meut. In Prussia any non-commissioned
officor who has served twelve yeoars in the
lineis rewarded by a preference over any
competitor who has not served, granted to
him for all positions pnder government
which his education and ability may make
him {it for ; and tho greatest number of sub-
ordinate cierkslxips. for instance, are filled
by former non-commissioned officers of the
- army, Schools are established in each bat-
talion for the non-commissioned officers,
whers the officers teach all branches which
are likely to be examined into, as penman.
ship, accounts, geography, etc.

‘Yo commissioned officers are appointed
by the colonel, but they cannot be reduced
except by sentence of court-martidl. Their
authority is earnestly protected, and no dif-
ference made whether an act of insubordin-
ation be committed agiinst an officer or s
corporal.,

1V.—OFFICERS.

A'part of the Prussian officers are educa
‘ted in-a corps of cadets, with several prepar-

atory schools. In the first place, the sons

of officers who diedon tho battleficld ave en-
titled to a place there frec of charge: Offi-
cers serving in the army aro entitled next
to avail themselves of these schools for their
sops,'in consideration of a moderato pay-
‘ment; which is regulated in nccdrdahco with
their 6wn rank and pay. Finally, cvery citi-
zen moy send his son to such 3 school it he
-pays the tuition for whicli generals have fo-
‘pay. Boys enter the preparatory school at 9
years old;-but evan then “thio aspirant'must
‘show acertain degree of efficiency, of course

very-limited. After fouryears the boys are|.

‘transferred-to -the corps of cadets, whare
they: remain threa-years. They undergo
their oxamination, and those who pass are

assigned to regiments as ensign:.  About
thitty 2very year, the most proficient, we
would say the gmduates, remain one year
longer, and after a lust examwation get as.
signed aslieutenants, The number of cadets
however being Jimited, any boy of the age
of geventedn may enter tho anmy as a pri-
vate, with & view of obtaining s comtnission,
ifhe is a graduate of s “ gymnasium,” as
they call bigh schools which prepare stu-
dents for tho untversities. He then serves
nine months as a private, gets his ensigncy,
and joins for one year the cadets of the
same rank in a school established within the
limits of each arwy corps. The course of
studies there is limited to whit are consid-
ered the professional branches—mathems.-
ticg, fortification. artillery, tactics, ete., and
proficiency having been proved by un ex-
amination, they return to thcir reguncats,
to be promoted as soon as vacancies occur,
Though the number of oflicers for the ficld
army {s mostly complete in peacs, thero are
so many more officers necded in war for ex-
traordinary duties, in depots with the Lnd- |
wehr and elsewhere, that proviston has to
be made for a great increase in case of war.
Any young man who is # graduate of o high
school, amd possesses the means of main-
taining himself, is permitted o complete
his duly as a soldier in the lino Ly serving
one year instead of three. It is considered
that o young man of cducation should be
able to learn o soldier’s duties in a shorter
period:

Poor young men aro sometimes excused
from maintaining themselves, bnt the con
dition of being possessed of thi, edlucation
is never dispensed with, Such young men,
after having served one year—the choice of
tho regiment having been left to them—are
then transferred to the reserve. like any
other soldier.. In their turn; they ure called
in for tho first regular fall oxercises, and if
they pass an examination on the merely
practical dutics of an oflicer in the field,
they are promoted to commissions, and, in
case of war, join the army as officers. No
civilian can ever get a commission in the
avmy, except by one of these threo proco-
dures. Nobody receives his .commission
(and this rule is general, t00) except upon
recommendation of lus captain and colonel,.
and .with the consent of tl:o corps of officers.
of his regiment—the latter consent being
especially requived as o test of tho young'
man's-qualification as & gentleman. If a
majority of the officers object, not even the
reasons for thoir dissent need bo given. '

It is obvious that all the ofticers must bo.

wmen of »sound cducation. Everybody s
to serve, but o overy educated man theway ¢,

.to obtain such instruction.

knowledge and gentlemanlike: conduct.
"That the positionsas officers are filled by.the
nobility exclusively is simply not the  fact.
“That tho sons of the landed nobility like to
serve as officers in the army is & fact, but
they enjoy no privileges whatever. .

1t wounld be a poor lookout, however, if
the military knowledge. so obtained by the
ofticers of “the army were all that the, army
possessed,  ‘Two great military academies
exist in Prussia lor the two-fold purpose of
instructing officers of the special arms, and
imparting the higher Lranches of militarv
science tooflicars especially fit and ambitious
One is tho
school for atillery oflicers and eogineers,

“the other the so-cilled military academy.

They correspond to the universities, All
oflicers of artillery and engineers have Lo go
through a course of three years in the first
mengionad school, which commences after
they hitve been one year ab least with their
regiments, About filty officers besides of
all armis enter the military academy every
year for threo years, after Jhreo years’ duty
with the troops, ‘Theso eiter voluntarily
and upon the merits of an cxamination, &
much greater number always making a
sirong competition.

The &tudies in the academy embracoe high-
er nuthematics (calculus and mechanics),
surveying, geodesy, strategy, and history of
war, stafl’ Jduties, foreign languages, etc.
‘They are educated on the plan of the Ger-
mnan universities, by lecturing,.and st the
end of each term the writing ot essays upon
given suljects stands in Jieu of any verbal
examination.  They do not believe in Prus-
<ia Yhat it is possible to finish the ngher ed-
ucation of an officer in a endet school, and
they scem to beliave that service with the -
troops is an indispensable preparation for
the study of some of the branclies of mili-
taryscience  Un the other hand, they do
not think that the knowledge of caleulus,
for instance, is indispensable to every officer,
nor that it can boe expected from a great
numher of young men that they will in fact
and 1cality master the calealus.

Promotion goes, as arule, by seniority

| among.tho lieutenants of a regiment, Cap-

tains got their promotion to field officers’
rank in accordance with seniority obtained
in each arm of the sérvice and in each corps
d'armée.  Field officers ure advanted in
osch arm of the service separately—generals
through the army. Should an ofticer be
averlooked, ho takes ‘it as a hint (0 apply
for permission to ‘retire upon such persion
as his mnk and length of service entitle him
Extraordinary .promotion. can,-be-o0d-

is open to obtain 2 commission by viriue of} sgined in peaco time—the princes of the
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