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Wlîeu we buy for ourselves a Bible, we, acting

wisely, get the very best we can afTord. The best in
bindmng, in palier, and in print. If it bie alvays clieap.
est to get the bcst ini other things, it is the samne here.
Tiiere is a real pleasure in posscssing and using a first-
class B3ible. 1It is our sacred book and we cannot lionc'r
it too lighly, so long as wve keep distinctly in mind what
the Bible is for. It is ta tel! us, instcad of God's voice
ringing in our car, the mind of God concerning every-
thing tliat is af importance to us. It is the revelation
of l ls will to men. That is a sacred thing, and that
being so, we almost instinctivel" carry this sacredness
into tlie v'ery paper and binding af the book. Now the
palier is no better than any other paper. It is there to
bear to us its message. Its uise is to hold Up beforeaur
eyes the sacted communication. But it is the com-
iiinication alone that is of prime moment to us. We

want ta get that out of the Bible. We want ta take
that off the page and get it wrought into our hearts.
'%.c want the spiritual truth transferred from paper and
ink to thouglit and feeling and energy witbin us. And
so wc must niake diligent use of aur Bibles to this end.
We must net bc afraid ta wear them out. They shail
wvcar out if we handle themn, turn aver the leaves, and
carry tbem about. They shallgeL blackened and rubbed'
with the thumbs, creased with being turned down at the
corners, and, mnay be, torn witb the rapid motion of the
frigers, and the leaves too loosened from the binding
thrcad - but ive arc always to bear in mind that we got
tbrni ta use. Tlieir value to us lits in their use They
arc not ta bc ornaments merely on a table or on a sheif.
Their ornarncnting power is to be scen ini transforming
aur characters; in changing us into the likeness af
Christ. The Bible carrnes His image and as we stucdy
it we are changed into His image and bear His likeness
Thie Bible reveals God and as we ineditate in it night
andl day we became like God.

Now, ai], or nearly al], great Bible students have
marked their Bibles. They have spoiled them in the
riglit way-they have tal<en the sacrcd spoil out af themn.
St) have I seen the tcxt-books of students spoiled. They
are ail scorcd ivith pencil or pien ta niak-e the passages
eitiplitic, and render tbemn so canspicuons as to bc
easily found. Tliey say as they read I want to rernern-
lier that passage and sa 1 will mark it off fromn the rCst.",
it is a most interesting thing to read a marked bookc,
and ta find out traces af the action of mind and heart
on every page. It is like going along a road that
another lias travelled before us, anid secing his footprints
ail the way. It stirs aur seuls to a sense af feilowship.
It arouses us to attention and thought It gives us food
for riection.

Joseph Caok holds that every Bible reader should
mark his Bible so that in five years. that lie shali require
a newv one. And hie trutbfully affirms that that shaîl bc
thet hest record of spiritual progress that can be offered.
\'%ould to Gad that such an interest wvere taken in the
Bible that thîis wvas the case' 1lI the Diary of Dr. A.
A Bionar, we have tlîis eiltry; «."1856. Tuesday, Mlay
îc'th. ln Edinburgh. Sitting with my sister's Bible
before me, find it ail marked througliout. I was struck.
I îilanlied God for aIl the comfort, a'i the light, all the
grace, wvhich this book bas yielded ta souls like liera ;
also for al] it lias yielded to me. But Isigbfor far more
liglit and love and power to gathier much from every
book, and to have My hecart softenud so that 1 may ledl
More deeply. 1 once felt some.thing ot tîîis in sceing
the Bible of Ditvid Sandeman ail marked tbrough, and

riuReview.
then part of one marked by a lad here, and Mr.
McChîeyne's Bible I weil reniember. Ir was as if yau
could read bis soul's experience at the time."

A B3ible marked by a saintly mother, or by a loving,
gadly father is the best heirlooin they can leave ta their
family. It is a ivitness to their own love for the unseen
Haly, and a testimony o! a real relationship existing
between God and their souls. The Bible is a mine
whcre sparkling diamonds az-e hidden, where veins af
whbite silver and yellow gold run in every direction,
Wlîere aIl store of preciousstoues are treasured, and he
who will work the mine must leave the m;trk of his pick,
and the scar af bis blasting powder upon the rock. He
must nlot be afraid to disfigure that in wbich the precious
things are, se long as hie succeeds in extracting them.
It is the precious things hie is after, if hie be serious, and
earnest and truly spiritual. To get at themn he shail be
wihhing to grind the rock to puvider.

Mr. Moody, who bas long been a devoted Bible
student, has lis Bible nat only marked, but the margin
covered with notes-the thoughts that arase in him as
hie read. Speaking of the kind of Bibles men get, he
says IlI ami sick of these little fine types. It is a good
thing to Cet a good sized Bible, because you will grow
aid by and by, and your sigbt may grow poor, and you
won't want ta give up the one you have been used ta
readimg in after it has come ta seem like a sort of lIcé
long compafliai."

Whatever we spend on other books we oughit flot t0
spare the cost of getting a good Bible, with good mar-
gins on wvhich markings may be made in a free hand.
We xuiglit even put there date and thoughts and marks
together, which in after years ivould formi a xnost
valuable record. We sbould nlot bc afraid ta underline
statements, surround passages with fles, or fill the
margin with notes. The spiritual life is fed by the
Word af God. "lAs newborn babes desire the sincere
milk of the Word that ye xnay grow thereby," Il'Ltt tht
Word oI Christ dwell in you richly in ail wisdom." In
every revival af tht spiritual life af the individual or the
Churcli there is a return ta the Word of God with
hungry desire and great anxiety to get at God's thought
and ta rest on God's bosorn. Nothing cma satisfy the
intellect and the conscience and the heart like the Word
af Gad. Like milk it bas ail the elements of food in it
IL meets every part aI aur nature. Its light is the
clearest, its love is the dearest, iLs gracci and hope are
the grandest oi ail we can know. Sa it is no marvel
thuat tht Psalmist exclaims: Il<Oh the blesseduesses of
tht man tbat walketh nlot in the cc unsel a! the ungodly,
nor standeth in the wvay of sinners, nor sitteth in the
seat o! the scora fuI; but bis deligbt is in the law of the
Lord, and bis law doth he meditate day and night
And he shail be like a tree planted by the rivers af
water, that bringeth forth bis fruit in bis season ; his
leaf also shall not wither; and wbatsoever he doeth
shai! prosper."-Ps i. z-3. George Wbitfield once said
in a sermon of bis, 11<1 lave ta sec the Word of God Wel
iihiiibed, as if it bad been rcad tiI! the inside is dirty;
but there are some wvbose Bibles, 1 greve ta say iL, lie
in a corner so outwardiy covered with dust, that ' dam.
nation' may be traced on it with the finger in legible
cliaracters." Is nlot an unused Bible a terrible witness
against us?

Better used Bibles would make nobler, grander,
beautifuller lives. The Bible gives instructiori and
inspiration and strength for ail the life of God.

TaULL ASD DISCIPUSL.-HfOwcver long tho acrictacmdpaintul the
charactor ot our triala mnay bc, woibhall o&.1i thei - ligbL affictions
and but for a moment" If tlmsy open our way to our éerna Home,.


