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The Aposties' Creed.
Br Dit. ADtauF IIARNACK, PinotESSOt0 O irti.~ IN'

TIIH UNIivxmsiTvy or lltICILi.

A CRHEDI as aid] as te old.Iloti Crevai, wiîici is otti>
rctnoved by cite or Lwo gotratioins frivnn teu Alto&-

Lolic ngo, anîd wiiiclt ha'n becotite eititet directi>' or intdirect-
iy te root ai rail Lime ater Cnccds, claiit4 at our liitiqi dt iat
we liouini c-treiuiiy etideavour ta nstclrtiît botii iLs Original
ittetniitg, wiîcthcr in goeral or iii detasil. tut tdso iLs relii.
Liait ta te earicst precciing ai te 0ospel. Eveit if, ne-
cording te te uîtivenenniiy nccogtni;iod prntciph's of te lro-
tentant Cinurcit, we cannot imputa La iL aity iniiependent
autiîority, anti stili ies ant infnniiible oite, aîtd c'cîn if, ut
epita aflite great aîttiquity, it dattes frein a îteriad witicii
gave birtit La mucit titat te Citurcit of te Refornîtiion
litas rectcd, nevertiteless Lime question, 'a Witat was tictuni
iy professed aitd statcd in te Crced 1" deserves te ciosest
investigation.

Tite Orced ile te baptisiti fortmula eitlitvrge.d a truc
ur.<Irstinding of iL muet start frontt tis pointt. Accord
in-iy, iL in ii tresa pnrts, likeo iLs prot.otype. Tite splittiîîg
up into Lwelve sections is inifneLiy a dovice of Iater tiiitCq,

in confliet witt te witalo dirift ai tite (înced. 'I'i, expltt
snien was se contrin'ed as ta do'scritte itre ciospl>' Liae titrer
mnibers af te Itaptisteni formîula -" VatLuer, -oit ana

kfoly G;Itost." Tite Chtristian connuttity fo,*1 Lite uiced ai
def'ining tent so as ta coniess Maiore ail intei wiîat site pas
sessed iii titeti, !nd titrougitlier faitit ini thittî.

Porfect testiitony ta te faitit of tilt Citurli, and crte
wieàtic no Lter expression coai replace, is contsittcd in
te wards ai thme first clause, Il'1 beliaýve in Godi, te atter

Aiiuiglity." lite autitor ai te Cneed did tact probabiy
attrianL1e La te %vord lattier te iînpanu-tgLitat wve are His

ciidren -- s.îtneaning wirict te eariy Citîreit soon iost siglit
ai. IL wae te F.ittitr ai te Uttiverse, aitd, tenefore, te
Creantor alone, wiîa w.as pnababiy tiauglit oi. Stiii ttotiitg
stnuîds in te way oi cornstruîing 'ater in te patenai sense.

Equally simple atnd stratîg, evangelical aîtd npstolic, je
ts amtplification ai te second clause, - Jesus Christ, 1 is

only begott4tn S3e, aur Lgrd." Stili, %ve require att ex-
pianatiin ai te terni lotnly Soit." AfLer Nie:ca titese
words came La be unanitnaously believed b>' tii' CitciateL
rea.' ta te pneinistoric aînd cterttal Sotnsitip ai Christ, atd
oecry ather interprotation %vas re-arded as iteretical. Sa
L'nther aise interprets Vitens. X'ct Lo transier titis concep-
Lion La the Creecdi je La ransforitt iL. IL catntot bo proveci
tat, about te tt!ddie ai te second century, tue Mion
"4oniy Son"I was undcrstood in titis sentea; att te conttrar>',
te ovidance ai iîistlory conclueively shtows tat il, wns ntit

se uaderstood. WVinoevcr, titerefore, itsts an fitdiîtg te
idea ai Ilaternal Sonitip"' in te Old.Rotan Crccd, rends
inta iL a oeeaning aLteor titan iL onriginally bore.

The Craed wus not content La bear witttcs ta Chîrist ns
,.ne Il n>' Son aur Lard," but addcd ivii (or six 1) sern-
tonces, viz., "'\Vise was lîorn ai te Jloly Gitast and te
Virgin Mrry ; crucificd and buried under l>antius Pilte; ant
tho tird day le arasa again froit te dmad ; ascended into
ilcaven, and saed Hirnsoif at te riglt lita-id ai te 'ater,
whence Re litail carne ta judge the quick and tae dead."

*litt';t NtattittgIt vonî'de '11 t'l ue anin Witî tle or
iiii prestlcliiîî of the (ap'. Ni'vortieiess, Lwo af tire
htatvneitt't are îlot. les vnitiro agre,',îient witii iL. ()nn of
tis Iwet estabiieid requit't of isîtrry tn, that tito clause

bon tietO teo liai>' (hîaet liiai te Virgisi Mary " dacs nat
blolng ta te e.irlietL spe prî'ach'tng. Ma'Iis clause in at
inovationî, witicil of iteif prao es tat te ireed lces sat
be"loni ta tI.e esritt time any saoare Limait te (ospeis of
Mial thw anti Luke reîîresetL the ecarlinet sitage' of evanigeli.
cal itistar>'. There in anoatier dev'iation iii te Oid Iiniitn
Crevai front the oidest tvacltîtg, wiîici in taot sa important,
but whiici ougliL ttct to be Ovemlookcd, ili spite of tue dîlli.
cuity ut n exact apprecisatian -1Ilmean to special proôtu*
ittetce glivctn ta the Ascensein. Ini tiîe prinitivc tradition
te Ascensiotn faitli lit se'p.tratc piace.

In tue titird fact of Lim biptislmIi formnula, Il I belicto
in te iloiy Gitost," is suppietttcnted nat by way of per.
soînal addition liko tue first Lwa, but by way af ntaterial
addition-ly te tltreo itews, "lthe Iioiy Citurcli, te for.

ci.ene a itt, alicl ilu ?csUrrettli 0(~a te lezi." IL.
looks, titerefore, as titougi te writer of tite Creed did nat
cottcctve te Ilaiy GiMont as si Ierson, but nis a Power
attd it. Titis in, indeed, iiteîaliy Lime case. No prcof
Via!t bc eitowt tirat about teo iniicl of te secontd century,
the iioiy (liost %vas iteiieved iii as a persan. Titis con.
ceptii, aitLite contrtnry, ie ac af ittuct Iater date, wiici
Watt bti unkalown Le aet Chnristiamn by Lin lttdda of
te fonrtm cetttury. Timctforward in connectiait witlt

Niceine ortitacoxy, iL malle good iLs footinîg il% te Citurca.
IL à;prtig front tescienttlic Grecin tology af te day ; for
iL cainot Ix.' slitott that the <arcai or apparent) persontiica.
tien of tue Iloiy Giost in Joisis Gospel iniflueliced te
miaLter. Wh'ioever, terefore, introciuccd tite doctrine of
te Titrce i>eîsons ai tite Goditead into the Crecd, explains

iL contrary ta il.% original iitiitg and alters its trnuc sense.
Stieit ain aiteration was, of course, deiîtandcd front ail
Citristians, front Lime end of te fourtit centus-y onwards, if
titeay did tact wisiî ta expose titctsc'lves ta te chtargo of
iteres> ana its pernalties.

Ili te 2recd *Jtn Ioiy Gitost ie conceiveci af as a gift,
but as a gift by witicî te Divtite ic in ofl'ecd ta te bo
lieiver for te Spirit af God is Goc Ilimmtseif. (In titis
liense tere was tnver any doubt concenîniiîg te personai
natute ai te Spirit.) Tbrce goocis, or biessînge, are added
-wnicl, itowever, are oîtly developtncnte of tte ac gift-
mnnd iem Lime Crecit gives full and faitmiul expression of te
Apostolic téacising. Tit.y ara Il Iloly Cimurcit," Il lorgive-
tiens of Sinis," ana Il Resurrection af te Fis" Never.
Lhrlcss, iL is certain titat te forin ai te huet clause is
neititer Paulite non Joianniine. In lier conception ai te
resurrection anti te lueo oecriasting as te lanesurrection af
te flesit," tae post-ApostoIic Citurcit ovcr-steppcd tae lisse

conmîaoniy observcd in te oldest pncaciting. WVitn te
Citurcit lind La enterte liste againet Gnosticisiît, site insiet-
cd upon te bodiiy resurrcctioîî, so as nlot La ]ose te resur-
rcction alLogctiter. Ilowever compreiersibla titis îtay ba
(and in te conilicta ai tose dayse oater formtula wouid
secuite hoiave suiliceci), te recogntition ai te fact tit te
Churca watt nt tae niantci,t it a position ai great nccd,
dace net ntalc te formula iteif lcgitimate.


