
THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

.sitenitly stitled, will accomplish more for you and
tiie children than the words of another. Slhal I
Iiîultiply instances in wvhich the miembers of your
Senior societies may lead the chlildren of oui- Mis-
sion Bands to feel that you are truly iii sympathy
wvith their small efforts. No, the fact is self-evident
thiat this interest miust befelt and showvn, a certain
ainount of responsibility rnust be assured if these
fuiture laborers in the Lord's vine yardl shall have
roper training.

"lCorne let us live with the children," cried dear
<ild Frederick Froebel, one who would bave every
vhild's lieart fflled with love to God, and a kindly
symipatby for his fellow inortals ; thierefore let us
eclho bis cry, ki idling enthusiasni for the work,
and a greater love for the souls of "lthose wvho sit
in darkness " by the lire of the childreni's zeal and
pure devotion.-Condensed frlon Mission Stitdies.

THE FAMILLES 0F PRISONERS.

I found a inother, once an educated, proud and
happy wife. Wben hier hiusband had gone to the
penitentiary, she came with heî- tbree children to

neighborhood iii my parisb, and soon. gained the
î-eputation of being queer. She told me lier sor-
row, but flot until I had disclosed niv knowvledge
of it, and showed lier letters from friends wvbo 'nad
asked me to seek lier out. 1 asked ber if some of
the ladies of the church.iimiglit caîl on her. Shie
shiuddered as she replied : "lOh, no, I don't 'vant
to miake any acquaintances; I don't w-ant any one
to know about it." After the ushers have taken
tlieir seats at the evening service, 1 somneýimes see
this woman slip into the rear pew, and she is gone

cornes uipon the worse than widowved wvife and
mother, wvhile the boys and girls xnust wvork or
beg to aid lier.

A convict with whom 1 was once conversing
(whose family 1 had learned 'vere living not far
from nîy own), whien I asked hirn bow bis wift'
supported hierseif, hurst into tears and replied:
IlGod only knowvs, sir. Just read lier last letter.-
Lt was not a kindly letter, because slue had to tell
hirn of her starving condition. Being- then oa ny
way for an absence from home, 1 telegraphied a
lady wvliere she would tind the sufferiiîg 'vomiat,
and asked bier to be quick withi relief. Slie wvas
in a tenement biouse, third storey, witb a bahe
seven months old, wvith îîot a stick or shired of fur-
niture in lier one bare roorn, except a sofa so in
pieces that it could not be sold. The 'voinan,
barefoot, had supported herseif for days by wvatch-
ing until the hall wvas quiet, and then slippiiîg to
a garbage barre] under a stairwvay for such bits as
lier miserable neiglibors had throwvn away, wbich
she had cleaned from swveepings and asiies, and
eaten. She had no friends, and could obtain no
ernployment. She 'vould not telegraph lier respect-
able farnily in the State of Newv York, because
she did not want theni to know of her disgrace.
And here, in this century, in a town of ten thon-
sand inhabitants, she was found sick and starving.
wvith a dozen church beils ringing lustily in ii be
ears, and the clatter of Ch'eistian commnerce about
the wvalI1 of ber worse than prison.

As to Christianity, its folto'vers niust certainly
be ready to visit those wvho are in prison, to beal
the I)roken-hearted, and to set at liberty those who
reside in these bruised homes. - -Rev. Prank Rus-

liefore the benediction. - <u, ai ,vrue a

Whezi the stain comes upon the home, the cuir- --

tains corne down at tlîe windowvs. The children: TIIERE is an extraneous force of will 'vhichl acts
are kept frorn the day school, froîn the Snnday! upon matter in derogation of laws purely physical,
school, and from association with playmates on the or alters the balance of those laws among, theni-
streets. The family moves hurriedly, and alinost sel ves. Lt can be neither philosophical nor scientifie
at randomn, to another place. Their conchuct does to proclaini the impossibility of îîîiracle, uintil
not invite acquaintance. The children are re- pbysiology or science shall bave determined a limit.
strained from finding associates. Cails are not. beyond which this force of will, so familiar to oui-
returned ; schools are shunned. Ani impression jexperience, cannot act upon or d46eet natural
quickly gains footing in the nieigbborbiood that order.-ladsto7be.
there is something strange about this rnew family.
A woman said to nie: -1Lt bias followed us where- i TuHE card-table lias xîo good and înucb evil. Ili
vver we bave gone; not a person before bias come tits most innocent formns it is only the picket-liie
to talk kindly to mie;- and only the other day a of a, great -and evil army. Lt is like the wvine-cup.
neighbor called and said she wishied 1 would keep Thiere is no0 a11runient against the one tlîat does
muy cbildren in ; she did not Nvisb her's to play with flot hold aga.inst the other. And but foir the love
thien, for irea3ons which she prestimed she need of fashion, the fear of society, and the lack of
îîut name.- Slie added : "I dori't knov wvat to taste for intellectual and spiritual occupations, no
do.* Add to tbis the common eleinent of poverty. Christian would thîink of patronizing or defending
I>tefor-e lie crime, they 'vere general]y pool-. tbeir 1the card-table -Dr. .1. Il. Vinrent.
possessions scant, their income smiall and probably
heavily taxed for the benefit of the saloon. But YOUNG MENS CHRISTIýrAN, ASSOCIATIONS. - TlierC'
non- their suppoit is gone. The cal-e of the fainily ar-e now in the world .3,804 afiiliat?d A-ssociatioî-;.


