
THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

ledging its faults, resolves to follow justice at.
ail hzards and administer equal rights to &IL

In an rld catechism, mnan's chief end is given
as the glorifying of God and the enjoymexit
of Hum for ever. The "'for ever " manifestly
includes the now with the hereafter. The
next question gives the Scriptures as the ru le
by which man may both glorify God and en-
joy Hixn. Asking some children what they
understood by a rule, a bright eyed littie one
replied 1«to draw a straight line by." A mathe-
inatîcal. definition of a 'straight line cornes to
my mind, "1that which lies'evenly between
two points>" and a theorem that the line thus
drawn was the shortest possible; thon irresis-
tably the conviction pressed, the niost direct,
path to peace and heaven is God's rule of
righteousness. Individually, socially, we save
ourselves froin ton thousand perpiexities by
walking in the way of God's commandments.
Our past dealings -with the aborigines have
been characterized in many instances by sol-
6lshnoss and deceit, by lust for gain and for-
getfulness of God. We are atoning, for it by
the blood of some of our bost citizens.
Thougli the mills of God grind alowly, yet they ernd

exceeding soali;
Though with patience He stands waiting, withl exaotness

grinds ne ail.

CONGREGA TIONAL UNION 0F SCOTrLANID.

The seventy-third anniversary meetings of the Con-
gregational Union of Scrtland were held in Aberdeen,
April 26, and following days. Special services wvere
beld on Sunday in ail the churches of the denomina-
tion in the city, and on Monday evening a united
communion service was held in Belmont Church. The
regular business meetings began in the same church
on Tuesday forenoon. Satisfactory reports on the
Widows' and Provident Funds were presented and
adopted. Refèrence was made in the annual report
on the Theological Hall to the losses sustained by the
Churcli through the deaths of Dr. Lindsay Alexander
and Dr. A. T. Gowan ; of Miss Baxter, of Ellangowan,
who had increased the funds of the Hall by £i8,ooo ;
and of Mr. William Farquhar Keith, also a liberal
contributor to this scheme. It was intimated that the
mansion in George Square, Edinburgh, presented by
Miss Baxter, had undergone the alterations neces-
sary to adapt it to the uses of the Hall, and it was ex-
pected that the Principal's class this year wvould num-
ber thirty. In the evening a public meeting of the
Union was held. It was found necessary to reduce
the scale on which grants had been paid to ministers
from the Supplementary Stipend Fund from £14, £21,

and 628, to fL10, Z i5, and f£20, the ncw scale to be
adopted next year with regard to new applicants.
The annual business meeting of the Union wvas held
on Wednesday at one o'clock. The treasurer's report
showed that the total sum contributed to the Union
during the year amounted to over 6 1,207, rather less
than the previous year. Rev. George McHardy, of
Kirkcaidy, was appointed chairman for the ensuing
year, and Rev. E. Heath, Brougbty Ferry, delegate
to the Corigregational Union of England. Another
public meeting was held in the evening under the
presidency of Lord Provost Matthews.

At the deacons and delegates' breakfast on Thurs-
day morning a resolution ivas adopted to the effect
that a comnîittee be appointed to confer with the lay-
men of the Evangelical Union to ascertain their feel-
ing in regard to the union with the Congregatiorial
body. The annuai meeting of the Total Abstinence
Society was held at eleven and the conference of the
Scottish Congregationalists at one. Rev. A. Goodrich,
wvho presided at the latter, said that they were flot met
there as a union but as pastors, and as such lie thought
they ouglit to do sornething ta form public opinion
wvhich ivas really a formative power in national life.
Rev. A. B. Morris moved : " That this Conference de-
sires to express its appreciation of the earnest efforts
which the Government are mnaking in the interests of
peace in the existing relations between this country
and Russia, earnestly prays that their efforts may be
successful, and expresses its unabated confidence in
the wisdanm, patriotism, and fair dealing of Her Ma-
jesty's Government." The motion was unaninîously
carried, amid applause, and it was agreed to telegrapli
its ternis to Mr. Gladstone. Rev. Dr. Pillans moved
that the Conference petition the House of Commons
in favour of Mr. Dick Peddie's Disestablishment Bill,
and this was also unanimously agreed to.

The gatherings of the Union were brought to a close
with the usual conversazione, held in the Music Hall.

TOO MUCH RELIGION.

We live in an age of pretension. The clerk in the
grocery store must have bis letters addressed Plan-
tagenet Vandyke Higgins, Esq., thougli he cannot tell
wvhether Esq. is naine or surname, or only Darwinian
survival from a pagan ancestor. Distinctive national
dresses are fast disappearing as savouring of a peasant
extraction; and our domestics are enquired for as Miss
Mary Jane. No one wvants to appear before the
world as just exactly what lie is, or be valued accord-
ing to education, character or work, Spartan simplic-
ity is extinct:. when a contractor m-akes money
and sets up in a big bouse, he spelis bis namne
(formerly John Smith) John de Smythe, thougli
ail familiar with the vagaries of modern fasliion
can detect the original form. It is the saine in


