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a change occurs, it i3 quite possible that
at no distant day Highland parishes may
have to stand empty for want of minis-
ters to fill their pulpita. This is a dang-
er not peculiar to the Church of Scotland.
1t is also felt by the Free Church who
however are taking very wise precau-
tions to prevent such a result,

The Ladies Association ofthe Church
of Scotland is—now that by the passing
of the Education Act most of the schools
supported by the association had to be
given up— assisting young men in their
education for the ministry. Thirty
seven young men are thus receiving aid
—and are eligible for a bursary of £18
a year on entering college.

An appeal is also made on behalf of
the Fund for aged and infirm ministers.
In no country are the clergy batter
treated than in Scotland.

Lerrer FroM THE REv, R, H. Ros-
ERTSON. ERRoxANGA.—Mr., Robertson,
has sent a long letter to the Rev. AL W.
Herdman, late convener of the Foreign
Mission Scheme of this Presbytery, giv-

ing a full and minute . account of his
arduous labours oo the Island of Er-
romanga. Mr. Herdman forwarded
the letter to us and we now publisk the
following extracts for the information of
our. readers.

T wish to thauk: in a very speoial
manner the Presbytery ot Pictou for
their most libera] grant of $115.00,
towards christianizing the heathen in my
fisld. Will you convey my best thanks
to the Presbytery and through the med-
iam of your REQORD to the congregations
included in said Presbytery for tneir ac-
quiescence in the manner in which [
expended the £27 sterling which they so
ﬁenerously sent me last year. (We be-

eve Mr. R. b ught a boat for mission
purposes with the money. Ep. RECORD)
At our Synod 'which met on this island
in-Juae last I‘'mentioned to the' brethren
that 1 had recéived this sum of $115.00.
from the Pictpw (Kirk) Presbytery. The
Syaed recommended me fo spend it on
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Erromanga where there are still mang
heathen. 1 shall do so. :

As to the very large shareof the wor§
that always tulls to the Missionary himJ
selt (it matters not how many teacherng
he may have or who they are. or upoj
which island be may be stationed), for
this large Island in the present stage ol
the work, I would have work for twy
bodies it I had so many aud as the minij
so depends upon the state of the body,
I would require & trame of iron to stail§
the constant strain that is made upon thed
mind here. But the Lord has hseeiy
strengthening me in body and mind, forg
his work here these seven years past. I§
suppose you will be surprised when (8
tell you that on these islands wnere Fever
and Ague prevails to sucha large extentg
I'have not had the slightest attack of il§
tor more than five years, and only onceg
in soven years, namely in April and Majg
1874, and turther that I have neverg
been laid up for & single hour since ourd
arrival on this Island in June 1872 withy
the single exceptions stated above when§
I bad fever.” i

Referring to the prospect of the conj
tinuance ot the grant from this. churchy
Mr. Robertson suggests that it be devotedl
to vpening up anew island. <[ think if
I had a district on some entirely heatheng
island like Apia in the northern part offg
this group, to work with say half & dod
zen Hrromangan young men s teachers;g
and 1f I could bie with them myselt fourf
months in each year, that is four monthg
during the sailiug geasgn of the *¢ Dayg
spring,” or trom July to November; tha
we could do a good deal towards opend
ing ap such an island to the gpspel, thalg
the entire change of scene and nativest
would give variety te the wors, andf
thereby be beneficial to Mrs. Robertsong
and myself, and.the work moreover nog
ge back on our own Island in so short 4§
space of time, and that the natives heng
being without us for four months at s}
time, would most likely sappreciate ou
lahors all the more when we should 't
turn to them. .

We have much cause tor gratitude t
God for the meagure of health Hé ba
graunted to Mrs. Robertsen, our thre
children and wayself during the pas
summer and for His protactive care over
us, keeping us from all harrs, and




