
TUE CÎIROUt OP SCOTLÂND.

mnmber of' native ordained ministers 'vas
381 ; andl tlîe amiount of mnonty contri-
lauted by native Christians atone for re-
ligiolis and charitable purposes ivas

is the rnpidity ami steadiness of' the
ratio of increause. During tlhe ten years
previons to 1861, the rate of increase
was 5~3 pcr cent. During the ten ycars
previotis 10 1.871, the rite of incre;xse rose
to 61 per cent. During this Iaqt perioîi
of ten ý cars, the increcase in the niunîber
of converts amiounted to no feiver than

83.30sols n nda ropr loe.The
compilers of the Statîstical Retuvns say:

Consîdcrîng the several provinlcs,
%ve finil that tbe increase iu Bengal bas
beeni more than 100 per cent, while the
comunicants bave inicreased neirly 200
per cent. In the Nortli-Western Pro-
vinices. tAie Christian comiunity bias
nearly doubled .in Oudh it bias increascd
at the rate of 175 per cent; îin the Puin-
jab, at tie rate of 641 per cent; in Cen-
tral India, nearly 400 prcent; and in
Bo)bay,ý 64 per cent h greatest
aggregate increase in ail India bias been
in the Madras Presidenicy, wliere there
arc nowv 160,955 Christians, in eontrast
witb 110,0 78 ten years ago. In thcl two
provinces o? Tinnievcfly and Southi Tra-
vancore, the Christian comnunity bias
increased from 72,652 to 90,963 prrsons.",

Soîne itemis o? itirrease are particular-
ly satiseictory anu cncouraging. 'l'lie
number of*commiiunica-nts bas increased
during tlic last ten years et tie rate of
more than 100 per cent. l'le nuinhier
of native ordaîned ministers bas also in-
cresed more. thani 100 per cent, viz.,
froîn 185 to 381. Twen ty years ago the
nuniber ivas only 29. Tbhe increase
'vbichi lias taken place in another par-
ticular nmst be regarded by every one
who knon's Indma as a peculiarly healthy
fsign o?' progress. So fa~r as cau bc ascer-
t.ained firoîn the imperfuct returns pre-
viously prepared, the anut of înoney
contrîbuted bv native Christiaus iu ludia
duriug tlîe vcar 1871 alonie, 'vas neirly
equal to t ie amouint contrîbuted by them
(luring the ten ye.irs ending iii 1861.

oongat tbe ex peric'nce o? the Ipast
twent y years, tlic rate of increase iu the
innuber of native Christians iii India
may be expeîed to augment, rather
thanl to ditiinliîsl. On the suipposition,
however, that the rate reinaiued constant

fromi year to ycar, andl froin decade to
decade, the compilers of, the statistics
have calet ate<l the re.sitdt that %voisfll
accrue. l A. D. 1901, that i-S, at ltile
less than thirty years hience, the nuînber
of' native CI'istians %would ainint to
nearly a mihlon. Fl'Xfy vears huter, it
wvoul be upwvaruls of' Il millions, and
fifty years Inter. that iq, in A%. D. 2001, it
would amint to 138 millions. I t is
neeffless,"* they say, Ilto statu that sncb
Calculations liardly conte wîhin the
boua~ds uf.obrietv. Unt'oreseen obstacles
îni-lît; intervetie, oit the one band
whi~le, on tAie other, a sudden and gencral
inove'ent of' the îîeo>le towvards Chîris-
tinnity îuight at any time take place.
The hiqtory of the Churchi tells us tliat
this bias hîappeneil hefbre in other rouin-
tries, uîot once or twiee, but înany tinics.
andi before our own eycs àilbas bappen-
cd in our own days îii the large isiatid of'
Madlagasear. M.%oreover, thie promise is
that nations shaý!l be boriu iu ada.

Persecutfon of ChrIstians in
Turlcey.

Ax intolerant spirit havino' lately been
exhbited and practiscd by tie Sultan of
Tulrkey, towards ebristi ans of d1iffinrent;
derimxinations within bis dominions, the

Evielet Alne of' England tooc

a inenorial to be presented to the Sul-
tan, and f'orwarded it by the hands of a
deputation. Previous b theirdeparture,
tbey liad been wassnred by tlie'ltnrkish
Ambassador, with wbom Lord Derby

wolild uindoutetl,(ly be glýrnted' tieni if'
thîey proceeded to Constantinople; and
on the strentict of tbis aurcetbey
proeeeded on îbeir mission. It turned
ont, bowever, that niotwithistandi(ing the
officiai guarantee, giveil, on their arrivai
thie Grand Vizier reflsed to apply for
au audience, or to -omiply ivithi the
prayer of' tlîe ineinoriail of' tbe Alliance.

The subjeets of' persectition iii wvose
interest tbic sympathies ot' Britisbi ebris-
tians have beeti aroused, arc partîcularly
those of a f"tuiily %Yho bave been taken
from Marash, and banisbed to Smyrna,
wlbere thý-y reminan in extremec poverty,
and the Ansairyeb couverts to the Chiris-
tian fhîth, iwbo bave been illegally forced


