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So gentie, unasqumin- were bis ways,
That many sueer'd, as it will cvcr be.

Life growq lesa brigit, tbe hopes of Spring
depart.

And Sumrier jovs; Autumn s:heds withcred
leaves.

The dead crowd out the living- from thse heart,
That grave çast sonmbre shades of griuf re-

ceive.

Oh! ;varning l'sud, that deaîh of hurried doom,
But prayer, not tears, 'tis fittest to eniffoy
That tise poor Widow*s andi tise Orphian's

gioom
May yietd to peace, 'whose iight nauglit ever

can destroy.
CHIATHIAM GLs.ER.t

To the Churches of Christ, organ-
Ized on Presbyterian priaciples,
throughout the World.

Churches of the 1resbyterian famiiy are
found, tbough under a variety of naines, in
Europe, in Amnerica, in Australia, and in
the mission fields of Asia andi Africa. If
these couid ise regardeti as one commustnion,
they would constitute, perhaps, the largest
Protestant Chuirch in the 'voriti. But, nt
prosent, thev are iicd hy no v'ieibie bond,
cither of feilowsbip or of' work. 0f late,
however, it has occurreti simssitaneousiv ta
a nunhber of minds in different cîsunînies,
that those wiso holdti 1 tihe Presbyterian
f ormn of Churei governnn mav, in perfect
consistessey witis their weii-k-nosvn assd
generai intercat in ail tise brasnches of the
Chureis Universal, inqîsire foîr some %vay- of
cosning int formai communsion %% ith ecd
other, andi of promoting great causes by
joint action.

It is not proposeti to forni an organic
union of ail thse l'ressvtcri.in Churcelic
throtighout the worid. it is evident that
one Gesseral Asseniiy cossui not regulate,
with advantage, tise internai econosny of
Churcises in sudst wideiv separateti coun-
tries as Switzerissd, G'rtnanv, France,
Englanit, Scotland, Ireiandt, Waldes, Axas-
tralia, the Unsited States, andi Canada.
Great injury miglir arise fromn any attempt
go interfère witls tîsese di.lèreut Ciulcies in
the masnagemnts nt sheir oivn affairs; for
ail ecciesiasticai history bhows tisat serious
dangers are ta lbe ajupreliendeti from the
establishsment csf anv central power, wlsicb
woulti lc almcsst sure to isierfere iviti tise
liberty of local Chureises and of issuividuais.
Soma I enominatissns, iîsorrover, have grand
historical recoilectios wlsici they îviàh 10

cberish ; and some regard it as their dnîy
go bear a testîssJony in bchalf of truthy
which others secm10îiem to overlook. In
these cirtumastances, thse Churches wlvI flot
lie asked tu merge their separate existence
in one hus;e orgamzation, bsut, retaining
their self-governmsentî, tu mdee with the
other mners of tise 'resthvterisni famiiy
tu consult for tise g±oot of ise Church at
large and for the giorv of God.

lIn order tha t a Ch urehlibc cn ri ted to juin
this union, it bhouid isoid to tise 1rcsisyer-
ian tortu of goverinest, anti have a Creed
in accordaice with tIse Ceonsenstis of the
Rteisrnied Chiurches. No newv ('red or
Formulary of any kind is contcmpiated.

Severai tonnai steps have bseen taken
with thse view of effieissg this 1>resbyterian
union. 'rue suliject wvas speciaily brought
butbre thse --reat mseetinsg lseid iii Piîadel-
pisia in 1872, to celubrate the Tercetitenary
of tise Scottisi liefurinaîion. 'l'ie General
Assenshly of 1873 of tise 1reshyteriant
Chur-elà in the Unsitedi States of America,
unanimotisly adoptcd resolutions its favgur
ot an RIiEumenica1 Coneil of Presbyterin
Churches, anti appointeti a cosnmittee to
have its resolutioiss carried i mb efect. In
thse sameyear thse General Aszettsbly of the
Presbyterian Cîsureli of Irelansi passeti a
series of like resolutions ; and it is ready
to joi with allier Churceis in sceking the
saine great end.

Ilaving respect ta this concurrent ex-
presion ot feeling, tihe (2ommittee of the
Gesseral Assembiy of tise I>resbyterian
Cisurch in the Unitedi States of Ainerica
availed themseives of the presence of sO
many Presbvteiass ministers and eiders at
tise Conference of the Evassgeieai Alliane
iii New York, ini 1873, ta hotti a meeting
f'or a coniparison of vicmvs on tisis subject.
Trhe meeting wvas Iselti on October 6th.
About one"hundreti ansi fifiy persons
at.tended, com isg f roi vasrions Presbyter-
ian denosssisasio, iii widely distant coun-
tries; froin tihe principal lPrcsisyterian
Ch)urce! in the Unsitedi States andi the
D)ominion of Canada; froin Esîglanti, Scot-
lani,' Wales, anti Ireiand ; fror» Italy and
Gerinssny.* Tlhe utsmo.,;t cordiality ivas
slsown at tise meeting, andtit foliowing
resolutions wvsse adtiod unarsimousiy :

1. l'bat wlihcas time G'entrai Assembiy
of tise i>resbyterian ('hurcs in tise Unitcd
States of Ainerira, and tise (iesicmal Assem-
lily of tIse i'resib3 tesrisu Cisurei of lreiand,
at their iai,î meetihngs, pasbed reboiutions ins

* The Frcn-s!pezikiing depusis's ts the
Alliance ivert otherwi.se eiîgageti 5that evening,
Wu a mepafate nisevtissg was aiternvards heiti

with thein. %% hien tisey approved nbocit seartiiv
of the action tisat had becu takei.


