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to take place in parishes, and enngregatians « were the proper judges. Or were they not
to determine it for themselves by majorities | to he allowed to go the Presbytery hecause
and minoiities, in un brief apace of time the | shey did not go, in the first place, to the

whole Church weuld be in a miserable mess
of confusivn. Where the people were un-
animous, * Let them alone;” hut, if there
werc objections, just say to them fn plain
terms, ** You must wait until you are har-
monious.” (Applause.)

Dr. Cook seid almost eveything which he
was disposed 1o say had already been said
by Mr. Muir. He had always a very strong
feeling on this subject. e thought it was
very doubtiul whether it was the proper und
correct course that congregations should get
what they desired. He considered the intro-
duction of instrumental music to he a grave
change in the practice of the Church. They
must bear in mind that 200 years ago instru-
mental music was deliberately set aside by
their sncestors. It was deliberately set aside
when they pulled down the Episcopalian nnd
F.oman Catholic Churches, and it should be
as deliherately restored again. (Hear hear)
The way it ought to have been reatored
was by those parties who advocated it to
have brought the subject befcre the Assem-
bly. and the Assembly should have obtained
the sanction of the Courts of the Church
(Hear, hear.) If that course had been taken
their way in dealing with such a case as this
wiuld have been perfectly clear. Unques.
tionably, in a case of that kind, if the dater.
mination bad been come to to introduce an
organ, there must have been & reference to
the feelings of the congregation; and if the
majority were in favour of the practice, it
should have received the sanction of the
Cr.urch, but most unquestionably only if the
minority against them acquiesced. But what
was the case here ?  He was told it was necs-
sary to send a committee 1o see how many
objectors there were in the parish of Crieff.
Was it not patent on the face of the papers
before them?—was it not spoken by every
man who had rpoken from the bar, thatthere
were a large minority in the parish of Crieff
hostile to the introduction of instrumental
music? (Applause.) And what had they
standing at the hack of the minority in the
parish of Cieff? Why, they were backed
by the law and constitution of the Church of
Scotiand, yet unrepeajed, by the usage of
two bundred years. (Load applause,) ‘These
were their advocates when they came hefore
the Assembly, calling upan them to defend
them from what was hostile to their own feel-
ings, and alien to the practice and constitu-
tion of the Church. And, he must say, hav-
ing a deep feeling along with them, that he
most entirely and heartily sympathized with
them ; and he should have felt that instead
of being called on to placard their names in
the Church as being sgainst the introduction
of the organ, or being told that it was not
right to go to the Presbytery, they should
have been allowed to go the Presbytery, who

kirk-session and say whether they wished an
organ or not? (Applause.) What waa all
this to erd in? What advantage wae to he
derived from it in the parish of Crieff? He
supposed there were other churches in the
parish of Crieffl—other Freabyterian chur-
ches. And, more than that, they should
hear in mind that these churches were chur-
ches not nshamed of the old practice and
constitution of the Church. (Apnlause.) It
was argued as a matter of gratification that
the feeling was making progress in the parish
of Criefl. 'I'hey had 158 men who came for-
ward in the first instance—-naw there were
only 120, Vaerv well, was there not a very
natural explanation of this? These men
were not to be drasged forward and back-
ward from one church court to another when
they could walk across the street and wor-
ship God after the manner of their fathers—
after the manner they preferred. He expect-
ed, if they were to override a respectable
minority, who gould not agree with the ma-
jority on the other side, and that the resuld
would be to drize out a portion of that min-
ority from the Church. (Hear, hear.) He
went heartily into the motion of the Procur-
ator becasuse he thought neither of the Courts
were in a proper state for discuasing the mat-
ter, They proposed fo refer it to the Session or
Presbytery.  Was it not evident, on the face
of it, that instead of harmony being promet-
ed, there was a danger of increasing the ex-
asperation P There was n» doubt there was
exasperatlon in the kirk-session, for one re-
apectable member of it came forward and
advocated the case of the petitioners. And
was it not also apparent that there was a
strang feeling in the Presbytery of Auchter-
arder on the subject? Was it not, there-
fore, proper that this matter should lie over
for a few years, and thac time should be al-
lowed for these feelings to be composed ; and
if the Assembly chose to continue the per-
mission for the introduction of instrnmental
music, the whole thing could be taken up
again after Dr. Cunpingham and his parish-
oners had learned that the harmeny of a Pres-
bytery was a better thing than the harmony
of an organ. {Laughivr uind appiause.)

No doubt Dr. Cuoningham went about
from one court to avother loudly proclaming
that there was now no divisinn, but he was
followed to the Presbytery by upwards of
100 parishoners loudly proclaming that in
this matter unanimity there was none, and
the same objections which induced the Pres-
bytery in 1865 to disallow this orzan con-
tinued down to the 16th May last, Was thata
reason for sending down a committe: of this
House to ascertain how many objectors there
were to the organ, to take evideuce as to the
number and character of the objectors? or
was it necessary to send the matter down to



